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Week Ending Friday, October 23, 1992 


Remarks to the Community in 
Edison, New Jersey 
October 16, 1992 


The President. Thank you very, very 
much. And I am delighted to be back here 
in New Jersey; and great to be in Middlesex 
County, and great to fly over in that heli- 
copter with Governor Tom Kean. I wish he 
were still Governor of this State. While we’re 
talking about good—whoops—got a Demo- 
cratic bee here. [Laughter] Let me just say 
at the beginning that New Jersey needs Bob 
Franks and Al Palermo in Washington. We've 
got to clean House. Get Bob Franks and Al 
Palermo down there. 

You know, this week on your TV screens 
you saw a spectacle of intense competition, 
breathtaking battle of wits and courage, a 
spine-tingling fight to the finish. I am talking 
about the Pirates-Braves game, of course. 
[Laughter] You know, I sort of identify with 
the Atlanta Braves, because politics is like 
baseball: It ain’t over until the last batter 
swings. And we are going to win this election. 

We're going to surprise the pundits— 
what’s this bee here?—surprise the pundits, 
annoy the media, and hit a home run on No- 
vember 3d. The reason is clear: Our ideas 
are better for America. My opponents, sorry 
opponents, pathetic, try to tell you that 
America is in decline, and we are not in de- 
cline. Not so. Our people are still the best 
educated, and our economy is still the most 
dynamic. Our companies and our workers are 
still more productive than any other in the 
entire world. 

You know 

Audience members. Bush! Bush! Bush! 
Four more years! Four more years! Four 
more years! 

The President. You know, if we’d have 
listened to this nuclear 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 


The President. You know, we've led the 
United States through a very difficult global 
transition, and I am very proud that the world 
is safer for our kids. And does that matter? 
You bet it does. The fear of nuclear war is 
less. 

We've kept our economy afloat when many 
of those European economies are drowning, 
and the Europeans would trade with us in 
one minute. We've kept inflation down. 
We've kept interest rates down. We have 
made our industries stronger and more com- 
petitive. And I am proud of our leadership. 

For all his rhetoric about change, Bill Clin- 
ton offers a very old path: more Government, 
more regulation, a more taxes; more Gov- 
ernment, more regulation, and more taxes. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. We must not let Clinton 
do this to our country. 

Audience members. We want Bush! We 
want Bush! We want Bush! 

The President. All right. Listen to this 
program. Let me tell you about Governor 
Clinton’s program. In June, Governor Clin- 
ton promised $150 billion in new taxes, plus 
$220 billion in new spending. I thought that 
would satisfy his appetite, but that’s just an 
hors d’oeuvre, because ever since then, Bill 
Clinton has made new promises, $1 billion 
in new Government spending every single 
day. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. Who is going to pay Bill’s 
bill? Of course, Governor Clinton says he’s 
only going to tax the rich. But everybody out 
there with $22,000 in income better be 
ready, because he’s going to sock it to the 
working people in this country. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. He'll go after the cab driv- 
ers and the teachers and the nurses and the 
middle class. 

Let me say this: Higher taxes do not create 
new jobs. They destroy that. You've seen it 
when their man, Governor Florio, was elect- 
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ed. Governor Florio has too much taxes. So 
does Governor Clinton. That Florio-Clinton 
combination, they kicked half a million jobs 
out of New Jersey. When Governor Kean was 
here, we were building jobs. 

But I have a very different agenda, a plan 
to control the growth of mandatory spendin 
and get the taxes down so we can create aaa 
jobs, create them. We’re going to win the 
new economic competition. Our Agenda for 
American Renewal includes the steps that we 
must take to create good jobs today and build 
a stronger America, and some of these ideas 
are being tried. But working with a new Con- 
gress, we're going to put this entire agenda 
into effect and get America moving, get rid 
of these Democrats from Congress and get 
them moving. 

Audience members. We want Bush! We 
want Bush! We want Bush! 

The President. One way to do it is to tear 
down barriers to free and fair trade so that 
we can create good jobs for American work- 
ers. In the past 3 years, our exports to Japan 
have increased 12 times faster than our im- 
ports from Japan. Whether you shop in 
Tokyo or Trenton, chances are that the goods 
don’t say “Made in Japan” or “Made in Ger- 
many,” they say “Made in the United States 
of America.” 

Today in New Jersey one out of every six 
jobs is tied into foreign trade. And the aver- 
age export-related job pays 17 percent more 
than the traditional job. So if we want the 
sons and daughters of steel workers to have 
good jobs, we've got to fight for free and fair 
trade. Do it the New Jersey way, more ex- 

rts. 

We've already got a great new trade agree- 
ment—one that Governor Clinton has waf- 
fled on. He waffles on everything. He’s on 
one side and then the other. We've got a 
- trade agreement, and I’m going to fight 
or more trade agreements. Just as we once 
used our military alliances to win the cold 
war, we will use our economic alliances to 
win the new business war. 

[At this point, there was a disruption in the 
audience. | 

I wish these draft dodgers would shut up 
so I can finish my speech. It’s pathetic. 

Audience ers. Where was George? 
Where was George? Where was George? 
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The President. You see—these guys. 
Where was Bill? 

Audience members. We want Clinton! 
We want Clinton! We want Clinton! 

The President. No. You see, I’m glad 
we've led in foreign policy, because now we'll 
use those alliances that have made the world 
more peaceful to bring more prosperity to 
the workers right here in America. 

I also want to do for the country what Gov- 
ernor Kean has tried to do when he was Gov- 
ernor here, change our schools. Make our 
education system better for all. I am proud 
of what we have done already. We have edu- 
cational standards nationally for the first time 
in the history of this country. We want to 
let the parents choose the schools, public, 
private, or en Every parent should be 
able to choose his children’s schools. 

You know, I believe that small business is 
the backbone of our economy creating two 
out of every three new jobs. Bill Clinton 
wants to slap a tax on small business. I say 
if we really want to help small business, let’s 
give them relief from taxation, regulation, 
and litigation. 

Now, let me mention just another subject 
the New Jerseyans know about, and that is 
auto insurance. At the root of many of our 
problems is a legal system that is out of con- 
trol. I want to do something about these 
crazy lawsuits. Governor Clinton and the trial 
lawyers do not want to do anything about 
it. 

You know, 15 percent of American compa- 
nies report that they have laid off workers 
because of high premiums from liability in- 
surance. Experts estimate that over $20 bil- 
lion of our health care costs come from doc- 
tors and nurses doing unnecessary tests be- 
cause they're afraid that a lawyer is going to 
sue them, and auto insurance costs continue 
to rise, as New Jerseyans know better than 
almost anyone. One big cause is our lawsuit- 
happy legal system. Thousands of people 
enter frivolous lawsuits for pain and suffer- 
ing. But the lion’s share of the benefits goes 
not to people who are injured but to the trial 
lawyers. I say we must reform our mal- 
practice laws and our product liability laws. 

When Congress comes back, I’m going to 
introduce a new proposal to allow all Ameri- 
cans to opt out of the so-called pain and suf- 
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fering standard. You know, this reform allows 
States to go even further than New Jersey's 
landmark insurance reforms. 

Audience members. Bill's a fake! Bill’s a 
fake! Bill’s a fake! 

The President. Thank you very much. 

But anyway, this proposal will save Amer- 
ican drivers 20 to 30 billion dollars in insur- 
ance premiums every year. 

So these are part of our Agenda for Amer- 
ican Renewal. But the election is a lot more 
about other things, the best economic plan. 
It’s about another virtue, and it’s called trust. 
It’s called trust. Who do you trust to be Presi- 
dent of the United States? 

You know, I've got to tell you, I enjoyed 
last night’s debate, and I’m grateful to have 
a chance to have Americans compare m 
views with my opponents’. But it’s difficult 
to debate Clinton because he comes down 
on every side of every issue. You can’t do 
that as President of the United States. You've 
got to make a decision. You can’t be popular 
to every group. And yes, he ought to tell the 
truth. 

Audience members. We want Bush! We 
want Bush! We want Bush! 

The President. Thank you. Look, a lot of 
being President is about respect for that of- 
fice and about telling the truth and serving 
your country. You are all familiar with Gov- 
ernor Clinton’s various stories on what he did 
to evade the draft. He still has not leveled 
with the American people. He still hasn’t told 
the truth. 

Last night you heard Governor Clinton 
state that he was absolutely against allowing 
parents to use tax dollars to send their kids 
to private or religious schools. But he used 
to be for the idea. 

What about limiting the terms of Members 
of Congress? I am strongly for it. He said 
he was interested, and now he’s against it. 
Let’s limit the terms of Members of Con- 
gress. 

Just this morning in the Los Angeles 
Times, there’s an article suggesting that Gov- 
ernor Clinton is already preparing yet an- 
other economic program, with billions of dol- 
lars more in new spending. But his advisers 
won't spell it out until after the election. 

Now, you might say, why is this important? 
Because there’s a clear pattern to Governor 
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Clinton’s past, a pattern of deception. Char- 
acter does matter. A pattern of deception is 
not right for the Oval Office. You cannot be 
leader of the world, you cannot be leader 
of this country if you have a pattern of decep- 
tion. 

You know, last night Governor Clinton said 
he was not interested in my character. He 
said, I quote, “I want to change the character 
of the Presidency.” Well, let me tell you 
something. You cannot separate the char- 
acter of the President from the character of 
the Presidency. They go together. You can- 
not be one kind of man and another kind 
of President. It is that simple. 

You know, I’ve been there. I’ve had to 
make some tough decisions in that Oval Of- 
fice. 1 hope this doesn’t happen, but the next 
President who may have to send our young 
men, women in harm’s way. And the next 
President will have to stand up to the special 
interests and that big-spending Congress. In 
the White House you cannot make every- 
body happy, and you have to level with the 
American people. He is not capable of doing 
that. 

So my problem is this pattern of deception. 
We cannot have this pattern of deception 
brought into the Oval Office. I believe you 
cannot lead the American people by mislead- 
ing the American people. 

Now, you know, we've had Presidents 
from the South and from the North; Presi- 
dents who were rich, Presidents who were 
poor. But rich or poor, southern or northern, 
you must have integrity. And that’s what it 
takes to lead this great land. 

I think the American people are begin- 
ning, as they focus in on the final part of 
this election, they’re saying: Who do you 
trust? Who do you believe? Who do you trust 
to be in the Oval Office? 

You know, last night in that debate I asked 
the American people to imagine what would 
happen if a crisis occurred that could affect 
you and your family. Who would you prefer 
to lead ima crisis? And so this is the question 
that I’m going to ask all of you to ask when 
you go into that voting booth. I hope because 
of my character, my judgment, my ideas, that 
I have earned your trust to lead America 
again. 
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Thank you all and may God bless you. 
Thank you for a wonderful rally. Thanks a 
lot. Thank you so much. 


Note: The President spoke at 4:23 p.m. at 
Middlesex County Community College. This 
item was not received in time for publication 


in the appropriate issue. 


White House Fact Sheet: Consumer 
Choice in Auto Insurance 


October 16, 1992 


President Bush announced a proposal 
today that would allow consumers to save 20 
to 30 percent on their auto insurance pre- 
miums, for a potential nationwide savings of 
$20 to $30 billion annually. These savings 
would be achieved by giving consumers the 
opportunity to waive their right to sue for 
pain and suffering damages (thereby also in- 
sulating themselves against lawsuits for such 
damages) ‘and to elect insurance coverage 
payable by their own insurer regardless of 
fault. 


The Problem 


The current auto insurance system is a 
source of consumer outrage. Insurance pre- 
miums, now more than $1,000 per car in 
many areas, grew at almost 3 times the rate 
of inflation in the 1980's, forcing many lower 
income Americans to drive uninsured. 

A root cause for escalating rates is the pain 
and suffering component of tort awards. Na- 
tionwide, coverage for pain and suffering 
awards constitute 15 percent of insurance 
costs, while litigation costs (which are driven 
largely by the prospect of pain and suffering 
awards) account for another 10 percent. 

There are other wasteful costs as well 
under the current system, such as incentives 
to inflate medical costs. In particular, a re- 
cent study by the Insurance Research Coun- 
cil showed that people involved in auto acci- 
dents obtain more expensive medical treat- 
ment if they file a claim against the other 
driver than if they collect from their own in- 
surer, regardless of fault. 

If there were fewer lawsuits for pain and 
suffering, overall auto insurance rates could 
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drop sharply. Under current law, however, 
consumers cannot purchase auto insurance 
that omits coverage for pain and suffering. 


The Solution 


The President stated that on the-first day 
of the next session of Congress, he will sub- 
mit legislation proposing a Federal statute to 
permit purchasers of automobile insurance 
to opt out of pain and suffering claims. 

Under the President’s proposal: 

e Consumers would be allowed to waive 
their right to sue for noneconomic (i.e., 
pain and suffering) damages. In return, 
they would be insulated from non- 
economic damage claims by other mo- 
torists. 

Those electing to waive the right to sue 
for noneconomic damages would pur- 
chase personal insurance protection 
coverage, under which they would col- 
lect economic damages without regard 
to fault from their own insurer instead 
of suing other motorists. This would 
largely eliminate litigation costs and 
avoid the lengthy payment delays (usu- 
ally 18 months or more) that are com- 
mon under the current system. 

Those motorists not waiving this right 
would retain their coverage under the 
tort liability system. They would pur- 
chase coverage from their own insurer 
to cover all damages (for both economic 
and noneconomic losses) negligently 
caused by drivers who elect the personal 
insurance protection plan. 

All motorists would retain the right to 
sue for pain and suffering caused by in- 
toxicated or criminally negligent drivers. 
All motorists would also + able to sue 
for all economic damages based on fault 
in excess of their own insurance cov- 
erage. 


The Benefits of the President’s Proposal 
Although the proposal would benefit all 


motorists, the greatest cost benefits would go 
to consumers in high-premium areas, and es- 
pecially to poor, inner city residents, many 
of whom now drive illegally without insur- 
ance. This proposal presents a sharp contrast 
to the nonmarket approaches preferred by 
the Democrats, such as mandatory rollbacks, 
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surcharges on insurers, and rigid rate regula- 
tion, which try to force businesses to engage 
in losing ventures. This proposal also rein- 
forces the President’s ol for legal reform 
and makes clear that consumer 
empowerment and choice is the key to better 
insurance. 


Note: This item was not received in time for 
publication in the appropriate issue. 


Proclamation 6495—National 
Neurofibromatosis Awareness 
Month, 1992 


October 18, 1992 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


This week we pause to reaffirm our Na- 
tion’s commitment to the fight against 
neurofibromatosis, a common genetic dis- 
order that affects the nervous systems of 
more than 100,000 Americans. 

Neurofibromatosis appears in two forms. 
In the more prevalent form, NF1, masses of 
tissue grow along nerve pathways beneath 
the skin or deeper in the body. While most 
individuals with NF 1 experience mild symp- 
toms and few adverse effects on their ability 
to lead normal lives, some persons with the 
disorder can be severely disfigured by facial 
or bodily tumors that may also press against 
vital organs, causing serious complications 
such as blindness or loss of limbs. In the dis- 
order’s other form, NF2, tumors grow along 
the nerves responsible for hearing and bal- 
ance. These tumors, although they are 
nonmalignant, often result in hearing loss. 
Both forms of neurofibromatosis are complex 
and unpredictable, and there is no way to 
foretell the eventual severity of individual 
cases. 

While many questions about neurofibro- 
matosis remain unanswered, scientists do 
know that the disorder is caused by a defec- 
tive gene that changes the way in which nor- 
mal cells develop and function. Children of 
a parent who has the defective gene have 
a 50-percent chance of being born with 
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neurofibromatosis. Spontaneous genetic 
mutations can also cause NF to appear in 
a person who has no family history of the 
disorder. Neurofibromatosis can strike any 
American, regardless of gender, race, or eth- 
nic background. 

Although no cure or means of preventing 
neurofibromatosis currently exists, recent ad- 
vances in biomedical research offer encour- 
agement to many people with the disorder. 
The refinement of diagnostic technologies 
such as magnetic resonance imaging have en- 
abled physicians to isolate tiny tumors that 
might otherwise go undetected, thereby 
—s doctors to identify and track progres- 
sion of the disease. In July 1990, scientists 
located the gene associated with NF1 and 
have been working since to decipher its 
faulty message—a task that is crucial to find- 
ing a cure. Similarly, scientists are drawing 
closer to locating the gene associated with 
NF2 and, with each step, hope to design bet- 
ter detection and treatment strategies. Inves- 
tigators are also exploring the possibility that 
the genes responsible for neurofibromatosis 
may play an important role in several com- 
mon forms of cancer, and scientists hope to 
study the anatomical and biological charac- 
teristics of the disease in a newly identified 
animal model. 

The biomedical research community has 
taken significant strides toward solving the 
mystery of neurofibromatosis, and the 1990s, 
which I have proclaimed as the “Decade of 
the Brain,” hold the promise of even greater 
advances in the near future. Achieving them 
is a goal shared by private voluntary health 
organizations such as the National Neuro- 
fibromatosis Foundation and Neurofibro- 
matosis, Incorporated, and by the Federal 
Government’s National Institute of Neuro- 
logical Disorders and Stroke, as well as other 
components of the National Institutes of 
Health, including the National Cancer Insti- 
tute and the National Institute on Deafness 
and Other Communication Disorders. 

In order to enhance public awareness of 
neurofibromatosis, the Congress, by House 
Joint Resolution 422, has designated the 
month of November 1992 as “National 
Neurofibromatosis Awareness Month” and 
has requested the President to issue a procla- 
mation in observance of this month. 
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Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim November 1992 as National 
Neurofibromatosis Awareness Month. I in- 
vite all Americans to observe this month with 
appropriate programs and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eighteenth day of October, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-two, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and seventeenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
4:28 p.m., October 19, 1992] 


Note: This proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on October 19, 
and it was published in the Federal Register 
on October 21. 


Statement on Signing the 
Community Environmental 
Response Facilitation Act 


October 19, 1992 


I am signing into law H.R. 4016, the 
“Community Environmental Response Fa- 
cilitation Act,” which requires Federal agen- 
cies that intend to terminate operations on 
real property to identify those portions of the 
property that are not contaminated by haz- 
ardous waste or petroleum products. 

The Act would, among other things, re- 
, He agencies to obtain the concurrence of 

e appropriate State official in order to com- 
plete identification of certain property as 
uncontaminated. If this requirement were 
understood to allow the State official to pre- 
vent a Federal agency from disposing of 
property, then the Act would, in effect, be 
granting Federal Executive power to a per- 
son who has not been appointed in conform- 
ity with the Appointments Clause of the Con- 
stitution, Article II, section 2, clause 2. 

In order to avoid this constitutional dif- 
ficulty, I instruct all agencies affected by this 
Act to construe a State official’s failure to 
concur as a statement of that official’s views, 
but not as a bar to transfer of the property. 
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Because the Act nowhere states the con- 
sequences of a failure to concur, a Federal 
agency may terminate operations on a prop- 
erty and dispose of it, in accordance with ap- 
plicable Federal laws, regardless of whether 
a State official fails to concur in the identi- 
fication of it as: uncontaminated. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
October 19, 1992. 


Note: H.R. 4016, approved October 19, was 
assigned Public Law No. 102-426. 


Letter to Comgpesianes Leaders 
Reporting on the Cyprus Conflict 
October 19, 1992 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:) 

In accordance with Public Law 95-384 (22 
U.S.C. 2373(c)), I am submitting to you this 
bimonthly report on progress toward a nego- 
tiated settlement of the Cyprus question. 
This report covers the months of July and 
August 1992. 

The New York negotiations resumed, as 
scheduled, on July 15 on the same basis as 
they had recessed with the Secretary General 
having separate meetings with the leaders of 
the two Cypriot communities (“proximity 
talks”). 

On -the first day of this new negotiating 
session, the U.N. Secretary General gave his 
“set of ideas” for a Cyprus settlement, in- 
cluding a U.N. suggested map of territorial 
adjustments, to the two Cypriot delegations. 
Both sides accepted the documents and sig- 
nalled their ron: to use them as the basis 
for negotiations. Mr. Denktash, however, ob- 
jected to the U.N. map, and after lengthy 
discussion with the U.N. negotiators over 
several weeks, indicated his intention to ac- 
cept a Turkish Cypriot federated state that 
constituted “29 plus percent” of a future Cy- 
prus federated republic, a formulation he had 
accepted in the mid-1980s. Mr. Denktash 
made several specific proposals, none of 
which came close in quality or quantity to 
the territorial adjustments suggested in the 
U.N. map. The Secretary General’s account 
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of the negotiations on this issue is detailed 
in paragraphs 17 through 29 of his. August 
21 report to the Security Council on his mis- 
sion of good offices in Cyprus, which is at- 
tached to this letter. 

The question of displaced persons was also 
discussed in detail during the July-August ne- 
gotiations. The Turkish Cypriot side accept- 
ed the principles of the right to return and 
the right to property, provided that “practical 
difficulties” on the Turkish Cypriot side 
would be taken into account. Mr. Denktash 
wanted particularly to exempt certain cat- 
egories of Turkish Cypriots from the obliga- 
tion to vacate their current homes and to pro- 
vide a review mechanism for cases in which 
there were conflicting claims. The Greek 
Cypriot side agreed, the Secretary General 
reported, that, in this as in all other respects, 
the “set of ideas” provided the basis for 
reaching an overall framework agreement. 
Paragraphs 27 through 32 of the Secretary 
General’s August 21 report cover the nego- 
tiations on displaced persons. 

The U.N. negotiators reviewed the other 
six headings of the “set of ideas,” including 
constitutional arrangements, with the two 
Cypriot community leaders on the last days 
of the proximity talks. 

In all, the U.N. Secretary General and his 
representatives had more than three dozen 
separate meetings with the two leaders be- 
tween July 15 and August 11. During this 
ne and during the direct talks that fol- 
owed, the U.S. Cyprus Coordinator, Ambas- 
sador Nelson Ledsky, and the U.S. Ambas- 
sador to Cyprus, Robert Lamb, were in New 
York to coordinate with the U.N. negotiators, 
with the representatives of the two Cypriot 
communities, Greece, Turkey, and with rep- 
resentatives of the other permanent mem- 
bers of the U.N. Security Council. These 
consultations continued during the July- 
August negotiations, and representatives of 
the United States and the other four perma- 
nent members of the Security Council were 
briefed almost daily by the negotiators on the 
progress of the talks. There were also numer- 
ous informal contacts with the two Cypriot 
delegations as well as the numerous consulta- 
tions with the representatives of the five per- 
manent Security Council members indicated 
above. 
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On August 11, the Secretary General an- 
nounced that the two sides had made enough 
progress to warrant moving to direct discus- 
sions. The two Cypriot leaders agreed that 
these face-to-face discussions would focus 
first on displaced persons, then on constitu- 
tional arrangements, then territory, and then 
to the other issues in the “set of ideas.” 

In the 3 days that followed, the Secretary 
General conducted four meetings between 
the two Cypriot leaders. On August 14, the 
Secretary General —— and the two 
leaders agreed to another pause in the talks. 
The parties agreed that the talks would re- 
sume on a face-to-face basis on October 26 
at the U.N. headquarters in New York. 

On August 21, the Secretary General is- 
sued the attached report to the Security 
Council. The Secretary General's report cov- 
ers his efforts to resolve the Cyprus problem 
during the period from April 10, 1992, 
through August 21, 1992. The report has an- 
nexed to it the entire U.N. “Set of ideas on 
an overall framework agreement on Cyprus” 
(previously referred to in my letters to the 
Congress as the “set of ideas”) including the 
map that contains the Secretary General's 
suggestions for territorial adjustments. 

On August 26, 1992, the U.N. Security 
Council passed Resolution 774 of August 26, 
1992 (attached), which, among other points, 
endorsed the Secretary General’s report and 
the “set of ideas,” including the suggested 
territorial adjustments reflected in the map 
contained in the annex to the report, as the 
basis for reaching an overall framework 
agreement. Resolution 774 called on the par- 
ties to manifest the necessary political will 
and to address in a positive manner the ob- 
servations of the Secretary General for re- 
solving the issues covered in his report. 

The Resolution expressed the Security 
Council’s expectation that an overall frame- 
work agreement will be concluded in 1992 
with 1993 as the transitional year envisioned 
in the “set of ideas.” It reaffirmed the Coun- 
cil’s position that the Secretary General 
should convene, following the satisfactory 
conclusion of the ransom im talks, a high- 
level international meeting to conclude an 
overall framework agreement, in which the 
two Cypriot communities and Greece and 
Turkey would participate. 
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In Resolution 774, the Security Council 
also reaffirmed its position that the present 
status quo is unacceptable and called on the 
Secretary General to recommend alternate 
courses of action to resolve the Cyprus prob- 
lem should an agreement not emerge from 
the talks that will reconvene in October. 

I fully endorse the sentiments expressed 
in Security Council Resolution 774 and call 
on the parties to continue their work toward 
an agreement, which will benefit all the peo- 
ple of Cyprus. 

During the course of the July-August New 
York negotiating session, I announced the ap- 
pointment of Mr. John Maresca as the new 
U.S. Special Cyprus Coordinator. Mr. 
Maresca will replace Ambassador Ledsky, 
who has retired from the U.S. Foreign Serv- 
ice after a long and distinguished career. I 
would like to applaud and commend to your 
attention the outstanding achievement of 
Ambassador Ledsky in moving forward the 
U.N. Cyprus negotiations. 

Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives, and Claiborne Pell, Chairman of the 
Senate Committee on Foreign Relations. 


Statement by Press Secretary 
Fitzwater on Implementation of the 
Clean Air Act 


October 19, 1992 


Today, the Environmental Protection 
Agency is announcing that 41 more cities are 
attaining health standards for ground-level 
ozone (smog) and 13 more cities are attaining 
health standards for carbon monoxide. With 
over 35 million Americans breathing more 
easily than in 1988, this is a great American 
success story. 

These improvements are due to a com- 
bination of cooler weather since 1988 and 
the actions this administration has taken in 
the last 4 years, including reducing the vola- 
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tility of gasoline and passage of the Clean 
Air Act. The Bush administration is commit- 
ted to continuing to clean our air through 
the full implementation of the Clean Air Act. 


Remarks on Arrival in Lansing, 
Michigan 
October 19, 1992 


Thank you, Marti. Listen, this is a big mo- 
ment. And Marti, thank you for those glow- 
ing words. I am pleased to receive the en- 
dorsement not only of two key members of 
the Perot campaign, Marti Plender and Jim 
Jenkins, but so many other Perot people. 

And along in this campaign we've shared 
a common concern to take immediate action 
to get our economy moving again. And now 
we share something else: We agree that my 
plan is the best plan to jump-start the econ- 
omy and to create jobs. 

We agree, as Ross Perot’s national coordi- 
nator, Orson Swindle, said this weekend, that 
a vote for Bill Clinton is a vote for disaster. 
Bill Clinton will not be able to control this 
spendthrift Congress. We've got the agenda, 
and we've got the ideas that will turn this 
economy around and get the deficit under 
control. And we can do it without giving Gov- 
ernment more of your money to spend. Hold 
the line on taxes! 

You know, some of the media will tell you 
the election’s almost over, but the American 
people have a very different opinion. And 
this endorsement, coming at this critical mo- 
ment, shows we are moving in the right di- 
rection, gathering strength, and we are win- 
ning the battle of ideas that will take us to 
victory on November 3d. Thank you all very 
much. Thank you for coming out here today. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:32 p.m. at 
the Capital City Airport. In his remarks, he 
referred to Marti Plender and Jim Jenkins, 
former key organizers for Ross Perot in the 
Grand Rapids and Detroit areas. A tape was 
not available for verification of the content 
of these remarks. 
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Presidential Debate in East Lansing, 
Michigan 
October 19, 1992 


Mr. Lehrer. Good evening. Welcome to 
this third and final debate among the three 
major candidates for President of the United 
States: Governor Bill Clinton, the Demo- 
cratic nominee; President George Bush, the 
Republican nominee; and independent can- 
didate, Ross Perot. 

I am Jim Lehrer, of “The MacNeil-Lehrer 
NewsHour” on PBS. I will be the moderator 
for this debate, which is being sponsored by 
the Commission on Presidential Debates. It 
will be 90 minutes long. It is happening be- 
fore an audience on the campus of Michigan 
State University in East Lansing. 

The format was conceived by and agreed 
to by representatives of the Bush and Clinton 
campaigns. And it is somewhat different than 
those used in the earlier debates. I will ask 
questions for the first half under rules that 
permit followups. A panel of three other 
journalists will ask questions in the second 
half under rules that do not. As always, each 
candidate will have 2 minutes, up to 2 min- 
utes, to make a closing statement. The order 
of those, as well as that for the formal ques- 
tioning were all determined by a drawing. 

Gentlemen, again, welcome. And again, 
good evening. 

Credibility 

It seems from what some of those voters 
said at your Richmond debate and from poll- 
ing and other data that each of you, fairly 
or not, faces serious voter concerns about the 
underlying credibility and believability of 
what each of you says you would do as Presi- 
dent in the next 4 years. 

Governor Clinton, in accordance with the 
draw, those concerns about you are first. You 
are promising to create jobs, reduce the defi- 
cit, reform the health care system, rebuild 
the infrastructure, guarantee college edu- 
cation for everyone who is qualified, among 
many other things, all with financial pain only 
for the very rich. Some people are having 
trouble, apparently, believing that is possible. 
Should they have that concern? 

Governor Clinton. No. There are many 
people who believe that the only way we can 
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get this country turned around is to tax the 
middle class more and punish them more. 
But the truth is that middle class Americans 
are basically the only group of Americans 
who have been taxed more in the 1980's and 
during the last 12 years even though their 
incomes have gone down. The wealthiest 
Americans have been taxed much less even 
though their incomes have gone up. 

Middle class people will have their fair 
share of changing to do and many challenges 
to face, wiles the challenge of becoming 
constantly reeducated. But my plan is a de- 
parture from trickle-down economics: just 
cutting taxes on the wealthiest Americans 
and getting out of the way. It’s also a depar- 
ture from tax-and-spend economics because 
you can’t tax and divide an economy that isn’t 
growing. 

I propose an American version of what 
works in other countries. I think we can do 
it better: invest and grow. I believe we can 
increase investment and reduce the deficit 
at the same time if we not only ask the 
wealthiest Americans and foreign corpora- 
tions to pay their fair share, we also provide 
over $100 billion in tax relief in terms of in- 
centives for new plants, new small busi- 
nesses, new Renee ose new housing, and 
for middle class families, and we have $140 
billion of spending cuts. 

Invest and grow: raise some more money; 
spend the money on tax incentives to have 
growth in the private sector; take the money 
from the defense cuts and reinvest it in new 
transportation and communications and envi- 
ronmental cleanup systems. This will work. 

On this, as on so many other issues, I have 
a fundamental difference from the present 
administration. I don’t believe trickle-down 
economics will work. Unemployment is up. 
Most people are working harder for less 
money than they were making 10 years ago. 
I think we can do better if we have the cour- 
age to change. 

Mr. Lehrer. Mr. President, a response. 

President Bush. Do I have one minute? 
Just the ground rules here. 

Mr. Lehrer. Well, you have roughly one 
minute. We can loosen that up a little bit. 
But go ahead. 

President Bush. He doesn’t like trickle- 
down Government, but hey, I think he’s talk- 





1980 


ing about the Reagan-Bush years where we 
created 15 million jobs. The rich are paying 
a bigger percent of the total tax burden. 
What I don’t like is trickle-down Govern- 
ment. I think Governor Clinton keeps talking 
about trickle-down, trickle-down, and he’s 
still talking about spending more and taxing 
more. 

Government, he says, invest Government, 
grow Government. Government doesn’t cre- 
ate jobs. If they do, they’re make-work jobs. 
It’s the private sector that creates jobs. And 
yes, we've got too many taxes on the Amer- 
ican people, and we’re spending too much. 
That’s why I want to get the deficit down 
by controlling the growth of mandatory 
spending. 

It won't be painless. I think Mr. Perot put 
his finger on something there. It won’t be 
painless, but we've got to get the job done. 
But not by raising taxes. 

Mr. and Mrs. America, when you hear him 
say we're going to tax only the rich, watch 
your wallet, because his figures don’t add up, 
and he’s going to sock it right to the middle 
class taxpayer and lower if he’s going to pay 
for all the spending programs he’s proposed. 
So we have a big difference on this trickle- 
down theory. I do not want any more trickle- 
down Government. It’s gotten too big. I want 
to do something about that. 

Mr. Lehrer. Mr. Perot, what do you think 
of the Governor’s approach, what he just laid 
out? 

Mr. Perot. Well, the basic problem with 
it is it doesn’t balance the budget. If you fore- 
cast it out, you still will have a significant 
deficit under each of their plans, as I under- 
stand them. Our challenge is to stop the fi- 
nancial bleeding. If you take a patient into 
a hospital that’s bleeding arterially, step one 
is to stop the bleeding. And we are bleeding 
arterially. 

There’s only one way out of this, and that 
is to stop the deterioration of our job base, 
to have a growing, expanding job base to give 
us the tax base. See, balancing the budget 
is not nearly as difficult as paying off the $4 
trillion debt and leaving our children the 
American dream intact. We have spent their 
money. We have got to pay it back. This is 
going to take fair-shared sacrifice. 
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My plan balances the budget within 6 
years. We didn’t do it faster than that because 
we didn’t want to disrupt the economy. We 
gave it off to a slow start and a fast finish 
to give the economy time to recover. But we 
faced it, and we did it. And we believe it’s 
fair-shared sacrifice. 

The one thing I have done is lay it squarely 
on the table in front of the American people. 
You’ve had a number of occasions to see in 
detail what the plan is and at least you'll un- 
derstand it. I think that’s fundamental in our 
country that you know what you're getting 
into. 

Mr. Lehrer. Governor, the word “pain,” 
one of the other leadership things that’s put 
on you is that you don’t speak of pain, that 
you speak of all things—nobody’s going to 
really have to suffer under you plan. You've 
heard what Mr. Perot has said. He said to 
do the things you want to do, you can’t do 
it by just taking the money from the rich. 
That’s what the President says as well. How 
do you respond to that? The numbers don’t 
add up. 

Governor Clinton. I disagree with both 
of them. Let me just follow up here. I dis- 
agree with Mr. Perot that the answer is to 
put a 50 cent gas tax on the middle class 
and raise more taxes on the middle class and 
the working poor than on the wealthy. His 
own analysis says that unemployment will be 
slightly higher in 1995 under his plan than 
it is today. As far as what Mr. Bush says, 
he is the person who raised taxes on the mid- 
dle class after saying he wouldn't. Just this 
year Mr. Bush vetoed a tax increase on the 
wealthy that gave middle class tax relief. He 
vetoed middle class tax relief this year. 

Furthermore, under this administration, 
spending has increased more than it has in 
the last 20 years, and he asked Congress to 
spend more money than it actually spent. 
Now, its hard to outspend Congress, but he 
tried to for the last 3 years. 

So my view is the middle class is the— 
they've been suffering, Jim. Now, should 

ple pay more for Medicare if they can? 
Yes. Should they pay more for Social Security 
if they get more out of it than they’ve paid 
in and they're upper income people? Yes. 
But look what’s eee to the middle 


class. Middle class Americans are working 
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harder for less money than they were making 
10 years ago, and they’re paying higher taxes. 
The tax burden on them has not gone down; 
it has gone up. 

I don’t think the answer is to slow the 
economy down more, drive unemployment 
up more, and undermine the health of the 
private sector. The answer is to invest and 
grow this economy. That’s what works in 
other countries, and that’s what will work 
here. 

Mr. Lehrer. As a practical matter, Mr. 
President, do you agree with the Governor 
when he says that the middle class—the taxes 
on the middle class—do your numbers agree 
that the taxes on the middle class have gone 
up during the last 

President Bush. | think everybody is pay- 
ing too much taxes. He refers to one tax in- 
crease. Let me remind you it was a Demo- 
cratic tax increase. I didn’t want to do it, and 
I went along with it. I said I made a mistake. 
If I make a mistake, I admit it. That’s quite 
different than some. But I think that’s the 
American way. 

I think everyone is paying too much. But 
I think this idea that you can go out and— 
then he hits me for vetoing a tax bill. Yes, 
I did, and the American taxpayer ought to 
be glad they have a President to stand up 
to a spending Congress. We remember what 
it was like when we had a spending President 
and a spending Congress and interest rates— 
who remembers that—they were 21.5 per- 
cent under Jimmy Carter, and inflation was 
15. We don’t want to go back to that. So 
yes, everybody’s taxed too much, and I want 
to get the taxes down. But not by signing 
a tax bill that’s going to raise taxes on people. 

Mr. Lehrer. Mr. President, when you said 
just then that you admit your mistakes, and 
you looked at Governor Clinton and said— 
what mistake is it that you want him to admit 
to? 

President Bush. Well, the record in Ar- 
kansas. I mean, look at it. And that’s what 
we're asking America to have? Now, look, 
he says Arkansas’s a poor State. They are. 
But in almost every category, they're lagging. 
I'll give you an example. 

He talks about all the jobs he’s created in 
1 or 2 years. Over the last 10 years since 
he’s been Governor, they're 30 percent be- 
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hind. They're 30 percent of the national aver- 
age. On pay for teachers, on all these cat- 
egories, Arkansas is right near the very bot- 
tom. 

You haven't heard me mention this before, 
but we’re getting close now, and I think it’s 
about time I start [ape things in perspec- 
tive. I’m going to do that. It’s not dirty cam- 
paigning, because he’s been talking about my 
record for half a year here, 11 months here, 
and so we've got to do that. I’ve got to get 
it in perspective. 

What's his mistake? Admit it, that Arkansas 
is doing very, very badly against any standard: 
environment, support for police officers, 
whatever it is. 

Mr. Lehrer. Governor, is that true? 

Governor Clinton. Mr. Bush’s Bureau of 
Labor Statistics says that Arkansas ranks first 
in the country in the growth of new jobs this 
year, first 

President Bush. This year. 

Governor Clinton. fourth in manu- 


facturing jobs; fourth in the reduction of pov- 


erty; fourth in income increase. Over the last 
10 years we've created manufacturing jobs 
much more rapidly than the national average. 
Over the last 5 years our income has grown 
more rapidly than the national average. We 
are second in tax burden, the second lowest 
tax burden in the country. We have the low- 
est per capita State and local spending in the 
country. 

We are low-spending, low tax burden. 
We've donnattediytenenmih investment and 
our jobs are growing. I wish America had 
that kind of record, and I think most people 
looking at us tonight would like it if we had 
more jobs and a lower spending burden on 
the Government. 

Mr. Lehrer. Mr. Perot, if you were sitting 
at home now and just heard this exchange 
about Arkansas, who would you believe? 

Mr. Perot. | grew up five blocks from Ar- 
kansas. [Laughter] Let’s put it in perspective. 
It’s a beautiful State. It’s a fairly rural State. 
It has a population less than Chicago or Los 
Angeles, about the size of Dallas and Fort 
Worth combined. So I think probably we're 
making a mistake night after night after night 
to cast the Nation’s future on a unit that 
small. 

Mr. Lehrer. Why is that a mistake? 
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Mr. Perot. It’s irrelevant. [Laughter] 

Mr. Lehrer. What he did as Governor of 
Arkansas—— 

Mr. Perot. No, no, no. But you can’t— 
I could say that I ran a small grocery store 
on the corer, therefore, I extrapolate that 
into the fact that I could run Wal-Mart. 
That’s not true. I carefully picked an Arkan- 
sas company, you notice that. 

Mr. Lehrer. Governor? 

Governor Clinton. Mr. Perot, with all re- 
spect, I think it is highly relevant, and I think 
that a $4 billion budget in State and Federal 
funds is not all that small. I think the fact 
that I took a State that was one of the poorest 
States in the country and had been for 153 
years and tried my best to modernize its 
economy and to make the kind of changes 
that have generated support from people like 
the presidents of Apple Computer and Hew- 
lett-Packard and some of the biggest compa- 
nies in this country, 24 retired generals and 
admirals, and hundreds of business execu- 
tives are highly relevant. 

And you know, I’m frankly amazed that 
since you grew up five blocks from there you 
would think that what goes on in that State 
is irrelevant. I think it’s been pretty impres- 
sive. 

Mr. Perot. It’s not 

Governor Clinton. And the people who 
have jobs and educations and opportunities 
that didn’t have them 10 years ago don’t think 
it’s irrelevant at all. They think it’s highly rel- 
evant and wish the rest of the country: 

President Bush. | don’t have a dog in this 
fight, but I’d like to get in on it. 

Governor Clinton. You think it’s rel- 
evant. 

President Bush. Governor Clinton has to 
operate under a balanced budget amend- 
ment. He has to do it. That is the law. I'd 
like to see a balanced budget amendment for 
America, to protect the American taxpayers. 
Then that would discipline not only the exec- 
utive branch but the spending Congress, the 
Congress that’s been in control of one party, 
his party, for 38 years. We almost had it done. 
And that institution, the House of Represent- 
atives—everyone’s yelling “Clean House!” 
One of the reasons is we almost had it done, 
and the Speaker, very able, decent fellow, 
I might add, but he twisted the arms of some 
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of the sponsors of that legislation and had 
them change their vote. 

What’s relevant here is that tool, that dis- 
cipline that he has to live by in Arkansas, 
and I'd like it for the American people. I 
want the line-item veto. I want a check-off 
so if the Congress can’t do it, let a 
check off their income tax, 10 percent of it, 
to compel the Government to cut spending. 
If they can’t do it, if the Congress can’t do 
it, let them then have to do it across the 
board. That’s what we call a sequester. That’s 
the discipline we need. And I’m working for 
that to protect the American taxpayer against 
the big spenders. 


Leadership 


Mr. Lehrer. Mr. President, let’s move to 
some of the leadership concerns that have 
been voiced about you. They relate to some- 
thing you said in your closing statement in 
Richmond the other night about the Presi- 
dent being the manager of crises, and that 
relates to an earlier criticism that you began 
to focus on the economy, on health care, on 
racial divisions in this country only after they 
became crises. Is that a fair criticism? 

President Bush. Jim, | don’t think that’s 
a fair shot. I hear it. I hear it echoed by politi- 
cal opponents, but I don’t think it’s fair. I 
think we’ve been fighting from day one to 
do something about the inner cities. I’m for 
enterprise zones. I have had it in every single 
pores I’ve sent to the Congress. Now we 

ear a lot of talk, “Oh, well, we all want en- 
terprise zones.” Yet the House and the Sen- 
ate can’t send it down without loading it up 
with a lot of these Christmas tree ornaments 
they put on the legislation. I don’t think in 
racial harmony that I’m a laggard on that. 
I’ve been speaking out since day one. 

We've gotten the Americans for Disabil- 
ities Act, which I think is one of the foremost 
pieces of civil rights legislation. And yes, it 
took me to veto two civil rights quota bills, 
because I don’t believe in quotas, and I don’t 
think the American people believe in quotas. 
I beat back the Congress on that, and then 
we passed a decent civil rights bill that offers 
guarantees against discrimination in employ- 
ment, and that is good. 

I’ve spoken out over and over again against 
anti-Semitism and racism, and I think my 
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record as a Member of Congress speaks for 
itself on that. 

What was the other part of it? 

Mr. Lehrer. Well, it’s just that—you’ve 
spoken to it, I mean, but the idea—not so 
much in specifics 

President Bush. Yes. 

Mr. Lehrer. but that it has to be a 
crisis before it gets your attention. 

President Bush. | don’t think that’s true 
at all. I don’t think that’s true. But, you know, 
let others fire away on it. 

Mr. Lehrer. Do you think that’s true, Mr. 
Perot? 

Mr. Perot. I'd like to just talk about issues, 
and so—— 

Mr. Lehrer. You don’t think this is an 
issue? 

Mr. Perot. Well, no. But the point is that’s 
a subjective thing. The subjective thing is 
when does President Bush react. It would 
be very difficult for me to answer that in any 
short period of time. 

Mr. Lehrer. Well, then, I'll phrase it dif- 
ferently then. He said the other night in his 
closing words in Richmond that one of the 
key things that he believes the American peo- 
ple should decide among the three of you, 
is who they want in charge if this country 
gets to a crisis. Now, that’s what he said. And 
the rap on the President is that it’s only crisis 
time that he focuses on some of these things. 
So my question to you—we’re going to talk 
about you in a minute. 

Mr. Perot. | thought you'd forgotten I was 
here. [Laughter] 

Mr. Lehrer. No, no, no. No, no. But my 
question to you is—so, if you have nothing 
to say about it, fine. I'll go to Governor Clin- 
ton. But 

Mr. Perot. | will let the American people 
decide that. I would rather not critique the 
two candidates. 

Mr. Lehrer. All right. 

Governor, what do you think? 

Governor Clinton. The only thing I 
would say about that is I think that on the 
economy, Mr. Bush said for a long time there 
was no recession and then said it would be 
better to do nothing than to have a com- 
promise effort with the Congress. He really 
didn’t have a new economic program until 
over 1,300 days into his Presidency and not 
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all of his health care initiative has been pre- 
sented to the Congress even now. 

I think it’s important to elect a President 
who is committed to getting this economy 
going again and who realizes we have to 
abandon trickle-down economics and put the 
American people first again and who will 
send programs to the Congress in the first 
100 days to deal with the critical issues that 
America’s crying out for leadership on: jobs, 
incomes, the health care crisis, the need to 
control the economy. Those things deserve 
to be dealt with from day one. I will deal 
with them from day one. They will be my 
first priority, not my election year concerns. 

Mr. Lehrer. Mr. President. 

President Bush. Well, I think you’re over- 
looking that we have had major accomplish- 
ments in the first term. But if you're talking 
about protecting the taxpayer against his 
friends in the United States Congress, go 
back to what it was like when you had a 
Democratic President and a Democratic 
Congress. You don’t have to go back to Her- 
bert Hoover. Go back to Jimmy Carter. In- 
terest rates were 21 percent, inflation was 
15 percent, the “misery index,” unemploy- 
ment, inflation added together, it was in- 
vented by the Democrats, went right through 
the roof. We’ve cut it in half, and all you 
hear about is how bad things are. 

You know, you remember the question, 
“Are you better off?” Well, is a homebuyer 
better off who can refinance the home be 
cause interest rates are down? Is a senior citi- 
zen better off because inflation is not wiping 
out their family savings? I think they are. Is 
the guy out of work better off? Of course, 
he’s not. But he’s not going to be better off 
if we grow the Government, if we invest, as 
Governor Clinton says, invest in more Gov- 
ernment. 

You've got to free up the private sector. 
You've got to let small business have more 
incentives. For 3 months—three quarters, 
I've been fighting, three quarters been fight- 
ing to get the Congress to pass some incen- 
tives for small business, capital gains, invest- 
ment tax allowance, credit for first-time 
homebuyers, and it’s blocked by the Con- 
gress. Then if a little of it comes my way, 
they load it up with Christmas trees and tax 
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increases. And I have to. stand up in favor 
of the taxpayer. 
Staying the Course 


Mr. Lehrer. We have to talk about Ross 
Perot now, or he’ll get me, I’m sure. 

Mr. Perot, on this issue that I have raised 
at the very beginning and we've been talkin 
about, which is leadership as President of rv 
United States, the concerns—my reading of 
it, at least—my concerns about you, as ex- 
pressed by folks in the polls and other places, 
it goes like this: You’ve got a problem with 
General Motors. You took over $750 million, 
and you left. You had a problem in the spring 
and summer about some personal hits that 
you took as a potential candidate for Presi- 
dent of the United States, and you walked 
out. Does that say anything relevant to how 
you would function as President of the Unit- 
ed States? 

Mr. Perot. 1 think the General Motors 
thing is very relevant. I did everything I could 
to get General Motors to face its problems 
in the mid-eighties while it was still finan- 
cially strong. They just wouldn’t do it. Every- 
body now knows the terrible price they're 

aying by waiting until it’s obvious to the 
ae dead that they have problems. [Laugh- 
ter] 

Now, hundreds, thousands of good, decent 
people, whole cities up here in this State are 
adversely impacted because they would not 
move in a timely way. Our Government is 
at that point now. The thing that I am in 
this race for is to tap the American people 
on the shoulder fen to say to every single 
one of you: Fix it while we're still relatively 
strong. If you have a heart problem, you don’t 
wait until the heart attack to address it. 

So the General Motors experience is rel- 
evant. At the point when I could not get them 
to address those problems, I had created so 
much stress in the board, who wanted just 
to keep the Lawrence Welk music going, that 
they asked to buy my remaining shares. I sold 
them my remaining shares. They went their 
way; I went my way, because it was obvious 
we had a complete disagreement about what 
should be done with the company. 

But let’s take my life in perspective. Again 
and again on complex, difficult tasks, I have 
stayed the course. When I was asked by our 
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Government to do the POW project, within 
a year the Vietnamese had sent people into 
Canada to make arrangements to have me 
and my family killed. And I had five small 
children. And my family and I decided we 
would stay the course, and we lived with that 
problem $e 3 years. 

Then I got into the Texans’ war on drugs 
program, and the big-time drug dealers got 
all upset. Then when I had two people im- 
prisoned in Iran, I could have left them 
there. I could have rationalized it. We went 
over; we got them out, and we brought them 
back home. And since then, for years, I have 
lived with the burden of the Middle East 
where it’s eye-for-an-eye and tooth-for-a- 
tooth country in terms of their unhappiness 
with the fact that I was successful in that 
effort. 

Again and again and again, in the middle 
of the night at 2 a.m. or 3 a.m. in the morn- 
ing, my Government has called me to take 
extraordinary steps for Americans in distress. 
And again and again and again, I have re- 
sponded. And I didn’t wilt, and I didn’t quit. 

Now, what happened in July we’ve covered 
again and again and again. But I think in 
terms of the American people’s concern 
about: my commitment—and I’m here to- 
night, folks. I've never quit supporting you 
as you put me on the ballot in the other 26 
States. When you asked me to come back 
in, I came back in. And talk about not quit- 
ting, I’m spending my money on this cam- 
paign. The two parties are spending your 
money, taxpayer money. I’ve put my wallet 
on the table for you and your children. Over 
$60 million at least will go into this campaign 
to leave the American dream to you and your 
children, to get this country straightened out, 
because if anybody owes it to you, I do. I've 
lived the American dream. I'd like for your 
children to be able to live it, too. 

Mr. Lehrer. Governor, do you have a re- 
— to the staying the course question 
about Mr. Perot? 

Governor Clinion. I don’t have any criti- 
cism of Mr. Perot. I think what I'd like to 
talk about a minute is, since you asked him 
the question, was the General Motors issue. 
I don’t think there’s any question that the 
automobile executives made some errors in 
the 1980's, but I also think we should look 
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at how much productivity has increased late- 
ly, how much labor has done to increase pro- 
ductivity, and how much management has 
done. We're still losing a lot of auto jobs, 
in my judgment, because we don’t have a 
national economic strategy that would build 
the industrial base of this country. 

Just today, I met with the presidents and 
the vice presidents of the Willow Run Union 
near here. They both said they were Vietnam 
veterans supporting me because I had an 
economic program that put them back to 
work. We need an investment incentive to 
modernize plant and equipment. We've got 
to control the health care costs for those peo- 
ple. Otherwise we can’t keep the manufac- 
turing jobs here. We need a tough trade pol- 
icy that is fair, that insists on open markets 
in return for open markets. We ought to have 
a strategy that will build the economic and 
industrial base. 

So I think Mr. Perot was right in question- 
ing the management practices. But they 
didn’t have much of a partner in Government 
licies the Ger- 


here as compared with the 
mans and the Japanese followed. I believe 
we can do better. That’s one of the things 
I want to change. I know that we can grow 
manufacturing jobs. We did it in my State, 
and we can do it nationally. 


CAFE Standards 


Mr. Lehrer. Mr. President, do you have 
a response? 

President Bush. To this? 

Mr. Lehrer. Yes. 

President Bush. Well, I wondered when 
Governor Clinton was talking to the auto- 
workers whether he talked about his and 
Senator Gore’s favoring CAFE standards, 
those are fuel efficiency standards, of 40 
miles per gallon. That would break the auto 
industry and throw a lot of people out of 
work. 

As regarding Mr. Perot, I take back some- 
thing I said about him. I once said in a frivo- 
lous moment when he got out of the race, 
if you can’t stand the heat, buy an air condi- 
tioning company. I take it back because I 
think he said he made a mistake. The thing 
I find is if I make a mistake, I admit it. I’ve 
never heard Governor Clinton make a mis- 


take. 
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But one mistake he’s made is fuel effi- 
ciency standards at 40 to 45 miles per gallon 
will throw many autoworkers out of work, 
and you can’t have it both ways. There’s a 
pattern here of appealing to the autoworkers 
and then trying to appeal to the spotted owl 
crowd or the extremes in the environmental 
movement. You can’t do it as President. You 
can’t have a pattern of one side of the issue 
one day and another the next. 

So my argument is not with Ross Perot; 
it is more with Governor Clinton. 

Mr. Lehrer. Governor, what about that 
charge—having it both ways on this issue? 

Governor Clinton. Let’s just talk about 
the CAFE standards. 

Mr. Lehrer. All right. 

Governor Clinton. That’s the fuel effi- 
ciency standards. They’re now 27.5 miles per 
gallon per automobile fleet. I never said, and 
I defy you to find where I said—I gave an 
extensive environment speech in April. I said 
that we ought to have a goal of raising the 
fuel efficiency standards to 40 miles a gallon. 
I think that should be a goal. I never said 
we should write it into law if there is evi- 
dence that that goal cannot be achieved. The 
National Science Foundation did a stud 
which said it would be difficult for us to reac 
fuel efficiency standards in excess of 37 miles 
per gallon by the year 2000. 

I think we should try to raise the fuel effi- 
ciency. And let me say this: I think we ought 
to have incentives to do it. I think we ought 
to push to do it. That doesn’t mean we have 
to write it into the law. 

Look, I am a job creator, not a job de- 
stroyer. It is the Bush administration that has 
had no new jobs in the private sector in the 
last 4 years. In my State we're leading the 
country in private sector job growth. But it 
is good for America to improve fuel effi- 
ciency. 

We also ought to convert more vehicles 
to compressed natural gas. That’s another 
way to improve the environment. 


NAFTA 


Mr. Lehrer. Mr. Perot, based on your ex- 
perience at General Motors, where do you 
come down on this? This has been thrown 
about, back and forth during this campaign 
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from the very beginning about jobs and 
CAFE standards. 

Mr. Perot. Well, everybody's nibbling 
around the edges. Let’s go to the center of 
the bull’s eye to the core problem. Believe 
me, everybody on the factory floor all over 
this country knows it. You implement that 
NAFTA, the Mexican trade agreement, 
where they pay people $1 an hour, have no 
health care, no retirement, no pollution con- 
trols, et cetera, et cetera, et cetera, and 
you're going to hear a giant sucking sound 
of jobs being pulled out of this country right 
at a time when we need the tax base to pay 
the debt and pay down the interest on the 
debt and get our house back in order. We 
have got to proceed very carefully on that. 

See, there’s a lot I don’t understand. I do 
understand business. I do understand creat- 
ing jobs. I do understand how to make things 
work. And I've got a long history of doing 
that. Now, if you want to go to the core prob- 
lem that faces everybody in manufacturing 
in this country, it’s that agreement that’s 
about to be put into practice. 

But here, very simply, everybody says it 
will create jobs. Yes, it will create bubble 
jobs. Now, watch this. Listen very carefully 
to this: One-time surge while we build fac- 
tories and ship machine tools and equipment 
down there. Then year after year for decades 
they will have jobs. And I finally thought I 
didn’t understand it. I called all the experts, 
and they said, “Oh, it will be disruptive for 
12 to 15 years.” We haven't got 12 days, folks. 
We cannot lose those jobs. They were saying 
Mexican jobs will eventually come to $7.50 
an hour and ours will eventually go down to 
$7.50 an hour. It makes you feel real good 
to hear that, right? 

Let’s think it through, here. Let’s be care- 
ful. I’m for free trade philosophically, but I 
have studied these trade agreements until 
the world has gone flat, and we don’t have 
good trade agreements across the world. I 
hope we'll have a chance to get into that to- 
night, because I can get right to the center 
of the bull’s eye and tell you why we're losing 
whole industries in this country. Excuse me. 

Mr. Lehrer. Just for the record, though, 
Mr. Perot, I take it then for your answer you 
do not have a position on whether or not 
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enforcing the CAFE standards will cost jobs 
in the auto industry. 

Mr. Perot. Oh, no. It will cost jobs. But 
that’s not—let me say this: I'd rather, if you 
gave me two bad choices 

Mr. Lehrer. Okay. 

Mr. Perot. I'd rather have some jobs left 
here than just see everything head south, 
see? 

Mr. Lehrer. So that means no—[laugh- 
ter|—in other words, you agree with Presi- 
dent Bush, is that right? 

Mr. Perot. No, I’m saying our principal 
need now is to stabilize the tax base, which 
is the job base, and create a growing, dy- 
namic base. Now, please, folks, if you don’t 
hear anything else I say, remember millions 
of people at work are our tax base. One quick 
point: If you confiscate the Forbes 400 
wealth, take it all, you cannot balance the 
budget this year. Kind of gets your head 
straight about where the taxes year-in and 
year-out have got to come from. Millions and 
millions of people at work. 

Mr. Lehrer. | wanted—yes, sir. 

President Bush. Well, I’m caught in the 
middle of NAFTA. Ross says, with great con- 
viction, he opposes the North American free 
trade agreement. I am for the North Amer- 
ican free trade agreement. My problem with 
Governor Clinton, once again, is that one 
time he’s going to make up his mind, he will 
see some merit in it. But then he sees a lot 
of things wrong with it. And then the other 
day, he says he’s for it. However, then we’ve 
got to pass other legislation. When you're 
President of the United States, you cannot 
have this pattern of saying, “Well, I’m for 
it, but I’m on the other side of it.” And it’s 
true on this, and it’s true on CAFE. 

Look, if Ross were right and we get a free 
trade agreement with Mexico, why wouldn’t 
they have gone down there now? You have 
a differential in wages right now. I just have 
an honest philosophical difference. I think 
free trade is going to expand our job oppor- 
tunity. I think it is exports that have saved 
us when we're in a global slowdown, a con- 
nected, global slowdown, a recession in some 
countries. It’s free trade, fair trade that needs 
to be our hallmark, and we need more free 
trade agreements, not fewer. 
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Mr. Lehrer. Govermor, a quick answer on 
trade, and I want to go on to something else. 

Governor Clinton. I'd like to respond to 
that. You know, Mr. Bush was very grateful 
when I was among the Democrats who said 
he ought to have the authority to negotiate 
an agreement with Mexico. Neither I nor 
anybody else, as far as I know, agreed to give 
him our proxy to say that whatever he did 
was fine Er the workers of this country and 
for the interests of this country. 

I am the one who is in the middle on this. 
Mr. Perot says it’s a bad deal. Mr. Bush says 
it’s a hunky-dory deal. I say, on balance, it 
dces more good than harm if we could get 
some protection for the environment so that 
the Mexicans have to follow their own envi- 
ronmental standards, their own labor law 
standards, and if we have a genuine commit- 
ment to reeducate and retrain the American 
workers who lose their jobs and reinvest in 
this economy. 

I have a realistic approach to trade. I want 
more trade. I know there are some good 
things in that agreement, but it can sure be 
made better. 

Let me just point out, just today in the 
Los Angeles Times, Clyde Prestowitz, who 
was one of President Reagan’s leading trade 
advisers, and a lifelong conservative Repub- 
lican, endorsed my candidacy because he 
knows that I’ll have a free and fair trade pol- 
icy, a hard-headed realistic policy, and not 
get caught up in rubber-stamping everything 
the Bush administration did. If I wanted to 
do that, why would I run for President, Jim? 
Anybody else can run the middle class down 
and run the economy in a ditch. I want to 
change it. 

President Bush. | think he made my case. 
On the one hand, it’s a good deal, but on 
the other hand, I’d make it better. You can’t 
do that as President. You can’t do it on the 
war, where he says, “Well, I was with the 
minority, but I guess I would have voted with 
the majority.” 

This is my point tonight: We're talking 
about 2 weeks from now you've got to decide 
who is going to be President. And there is 
this pattern that has plagued him in the pri- 
maries and now about trying to have it both 
ways on all these issues. You can’t do that. 
If you make a mistake, say you made a mis- 
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take and go on about your business, trying 
to serve the American people. 

Right now we heard it. Ross is against it. 
I am for it. He says, “On the one hand, I’m 
for it, and on the other hand, I may be against 
ha 

Mr. Lehrer. Governor 

Governor Clinton. That’s what’s wrong 
with Mr. Bush. His whole deal is, you’ve got 
to be for it or against it, and you can’t make 
it better. I believe we can be better. I think 
the American people are sick and tired of 
either-or solutions, people being pushed in 
the corner, polarized to extremes. I think 
they want somebody with common sense, 
who can do what's best for the American peo- 
ple. I'd be happy to discuss these other is- 
sues, but I can’t believe he is accusing me 
of getting on both sides. 

He said trickle-down economics was voo- 
doo economics. Now, he’s its biggest practi- 
tioner. Let me just say 

President Bush. I've always said trickle- 
down Government is bad. 

Governor Clinton. I could run this string 
out a long time, but remember this, Jim: 
Those 209 Americans last Thursday night in 
Richmond told us they wanted us to stop 
talking about each other and start talking 
about Americans and their problems and 
their promises. I think we ought to get back 
to that. I'll be glad to answer any question 
you have, but this election ought to be about 
the American people. 

Mr. Lehrer. Mr. Perot? 

Mr. Perot. Is there an equal time rule 
here tonight? 

President Bush. Yes. 

Mr. Perot. Or do you just keep lunging 
in at will? I thought we were going to have 
equal time, but maybe I just have to interrupt 
the other two. Is that the way it works 
this 

Mr. Lehrer. No. Mr. Perot, you're doing 
fine. Go ahead. Whatever you want to say, 
Say it. 

Foreign Lobbyists 
Mr. Perot. Now that we've talked all 


around the problem about free trade, let’s 
go again to the center of the bull’s eye. 
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Mr. Lehrer. Wait a minute. I was going 
to ask—I thought you wanted to respond to 
what we were talking about. 

Mr. Perot. I do. I do. I just want to 
make—these foreign lobbyists, this whole 
thing. Our country has sold out to foreign 
lobbyists. We don’t have free trade. Both par- 
ties have foreign lobbyists on leave in key 
roles in their campaigns. If there’s anything 
more unwise than that, I don’t know what 
it is. Every debate, I bring this up, and no- 
body ever addresses it. 

I would like for them to look you in the 
eye and tell you why they have people rep- 
resenting foreign countries working on their 
campaigns. And you know, you've seen the 
list; I’ve seen the list. We won't go into the 
names. But no wonder they—if I had those 
people around me all day every day telling 
me it was fair and free, I might believe it. 
But if I look at the facts as a businessman, 
it’s so tilted. The first thing you ought to do 
is just say, “Guys, if you like these deals so 
well, we'll give you the deal you gave us.” 
Now, Japanese couldn’t unload the cars in 
this country if they had the same restrictions 
we had, and on and on and on and on and 
on. 

I suggest to you that the core problem— 
one country spent $400 million lobbying in 
1988—our country. And it goes on and on. 
And you look at a Who’s Who in these cam- 
paigns around the two candidates. They're 
foreign lobbyists taking leaves. What do you 
think they're going to do when the cam- 
paign's over? Go back to work at 30,000 

ucks a month representing some other 
country. I don’t believe that’s in the Amer- 
ican people’s interest. 

I don’t have a one of them, and I haven't 
taken a penny of foreign money, and I never 
will. 

Mr. Lehrer. Mr. President, how do you 
respond to that? Mr. Perot has made that 
charge several times, the fact that you have 
people working in your campaign who are 
paid foreign lobbyists. 

President Bush. Most people that are lob- 
bying are lobbying the Congress. I don’t 
think there’s anything wrong with an honest 
person who happens to represent an interest 
of another country for making his case. That’s 
the American way. What you're assuming is 
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that that makes the recipient of the lobbying 
corrupt or the lobbyists themselves corrupt. 
I don’t agree with that. 

But if I found somebody that had a conflict 
of interest that would try to illegally do some- 
thing as a foreign registered lobby, the laws 
cover this. I don’t know why—I've never un- 
derstood quite why Mr. Perot was so upset 
about it, because one of the guys he used 
to have working for him, I believe, had for- 
eign accounts. Could be wrong, but I think 
so. 

Mr. Perot. Soon as | found it out, he went 
out the door, too. 

President Bush. Well, I think you've got 
to look at the integrity and the honor of the 
~~ that are being lobbied and those that 
are lobbyists. The laws protect the American 
taxpayer in this regard. If the laws are vio- 
lated so much—but to suggest if somebody 
represents a foreign country on anything, 
that makes him corrupt or against the tax- 
payer, I don’t agree with it. 

Mr. Perot. One quick relevant specific. 
We're getting ready to dismantle the airlines 
industry in our country, and none of you 
know it. I doubt, in all candor, if the Presi- 
dent knows it. But this deal that we’re doing 
with BAC and USAir and KLM and North- 
west—now, guess who is on the President’s 
campaign big time? A guy from Northwest. 
This deal is terribly destructive to the U.S. 
airline industry. One of the largest industries 
in the world is the travel and tourist business. 
We won't be making airplanes in this country 
10 years from now if we let deals like this 
go through. 

If the press has any interest tonight, I'll 
detail it to you. I won’t take 10 minutes to- 
night; all these things take a few minutes. 
But that’s happening as we sit here today. 
We hammerlock the American companies, 
American Airlines, Delta, the last few great 
we have, because we’re trying to do this deal 
with these two European companies. Never 
forget, they've got Airbus over there, and it’s 
a government-owned, privately owned con- 
sortium across Europe. They're dying to get 
the commercial airline business. Japan is try- 
ing to get the commercial airline business. 
I don’t think there are any villains inside Gov- 
ernment on this issue, but there sure are a 
lot of people who don’t understand business. 
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And maybe you need somebody up there 
who understands when you're getting your 
pocket picked. 

Mr. Lehrer. Governor, I’m sorry, but that 
concludes my time with 

Governor Clinton. Boy, I had a great re- 
sponse to that. 

Mr. Lehrer. All right. Go ahead, quickly. 
Just very briefly. 

Governor Clinton. I think Ross is right 
and that we do need some more restrictions 
on lobbyists. We ought to make them dis- 
close the people they've given money to 
when they're testifying before congressional 
committees. We ought to close the lawyers’ 
loophole; they ought to have to disclose when 
they're really lobbying. We ought to have a 
much longer period of time, about 5 years, 
between the time when people can leave ex- 


ecutive branch offices and then go out and 
start lobbying for foreign interest. I agree 
with that. 

We've wrecked the airline industry already 
because there’s all these leveraged buyouts 


and all these terrible things that have hap- 


pened to the airline industry. We're going 
to have a hard time rebuilding it. But the 
real thing we've got to have is a competitive 
economic strategy. Look what’s happening to 
McDonnell Douglas. Even Boeing is losing 
market share because we let the Europeans 
spend 25 to 40 billion dollars on Airbus with- 
out an appropriate competitive response. 

What I want America to do is to trade 
more, but to compete and win by investing 
in competitive ways. And we're in real trou- 
ble on that. 

Mr. Lehrer. I’m going to be in real trouble 
if I don’t bring out—it’s about time 

President Bush. | promise it’s less than 
10 seconds. 

Mr. Lehrer. Okay. 

President Bush. | heard Governor Clin- 
ton congratulate us on one thing. First time 
he said something pleasant about this admin- 
istration. Productivity in this country is up. 
It is way up. Productivity is up, and that’s 
a good thing. There are many other good 
ones, but I was glad he acknowledged that. 

Mr. Perot. I’ve volunteered—now, look, 
I’m just kind of a, you know, cur dog here. 
I was put on the ballot by the «he not 
special interest, so I have to stand up for my- 
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self. Now, Jim, let me net it out. On the sec- 
ond debate, I offered, since both sides want 
the enterprise zones but can’t get together, 
I said I'll take a few days off and go to Wash- 
ington and hold hands with you, and we'll 
get it done. I'll take a few days off, hold hands 
with you and get this airline thing straight- 
ened out, because that’s important to this 
country. 

That’s kind of pathetic I have to do it, and 
nobody’s called me yet to come up, I might 
mention—{laughter|—but if they do, if they 
do, it’s easy to fix. If you all want the enter- 
prise zones, why don’t we pass the dang thing 
and do it? Right? 

Mr. Lehrer. All right. Now we're going 
to bring in three other journalists to ask ques- 
tions. They are Susan Rook of CNN, Gene 
Gibbons of Reuters, and Helen Thomas of 
United Press International. 

You thought you’d never get in here, didn’t 
you? 

President Bush. Uh-oh. 

Mr. Lehrer. Okay, we are going to con- 
tinue on the subject of leadership, and the 
first question goes to Governor Clinton for 
a 2-minute answer. It will be asked by Helen 
Thomas. Helen? 


The Draft Issue 


Ms. Thomas. Governor Clinton, your 
credibility has come into question because 
of your different responses on the Vietnam 
draft. If you had to do it over again, would 
you put on the Nation’s uniform? And, if 
elected, could you, in good conscience, send 
someone to war? 

Governor Clinton. If I had to do it over 
again, I might answer the questions a little 
better. You know, I had been in public life 
a long time and no one had ever ae 
my role, and so I was asked a lot of questions 
about the things that happened a long time 
ago. I don’t think I answered them as well 
as I could have. 

Going back 23 years, I don’t know, Helen. 
I was opposed to the war. I couldn’t help 
that. I felt very strongly about it, and I didn’t 
want to go at the time. It’s easy to say in 
retrospect I would have done something dif- 
rit 

President Lincoln opposed the war, and 
there were people who said maybe he 
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shouldn’t be President. But I think he made 
us a pretty good President in wartime. We've 
got a lot of other Presidents who didn’t wear 
their country’s uniform and had to order our 
young soldiers into battle, including Presi- 
dent Wilson and President Roosevelt. So the 
answer is, I could do that. I wouldn’t relish 
doing it, but I wouldn’t shrink from it. 

I think that the President has to be pre- 
pared to use the power of the Nation an 
our vital interests are threatened, when our 
treaty commitments are at stake, when we 
know that something has to be done that is 
in the national interest. And that is a part 
of being President. Could I do it? Yes, I 
could. 

Mr. Lehrer. A reminder now, we're back 
on the St. Louis rules, which means that the 
Governor had his answer, and then each of 
you will have one minute to respond. 

Mr. President. 

President Bush. Well, I’ve expressed my 
heartfelt difference with Governor Clinton 
on organizing demonstrations while in a for- 
eign land against your country when young 
ghetto kids have been drafted and are dying. 

My argument with him on—the question 
was about the draft is that there is this same 
pattern. In New Hampshire, Senator Kerry 
said you ought to level, you ought to tell the 
truth about it. And April 17th, he said he’d 
bring out all the records on the draft. They 
have not been forthcoming. He got a 
deferment, or he didn’t. He got a notice, or 
he didn’t. I think it’s this pattern that troubles 
me more than the draft. A lot of decent, hon- 
orable people felt as he did on the draft. But 
it is this pattern. 

And again, you might be able to make 
amendments all the time, Governor, but as 
President, you can’t be on all these different 
sides, and you can’t have this pattern of say- 
ing, well, I did this, or I didn’t. Then the 
facts come out, and you change it. That’s my 
big difference with him on the draft. It wasn’t 
failing to serve. 

Mr. Lehrer. Your minute is up, sir. 

Mr. Perot, one minute. 

Mr. Perot. I’ve spent my whole adult life 
very close to the military; feel very strongly 
about the people who go into battle for our 
country; appreciate their idealism, their sac- 
rifices; appreciate the sacrifices their families 
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make. That’s been displayed again and again 
in a very tangible way. 

I look on this as history. I don’t look on 
it, personally, as relevant. I consider it really 
a waste of time tonight when you consider 
the issues that face our country right now. 

Mr. Lehrer. All right. The next question 
goes to President Bush, and Gene Gibbons 
will ask it. 


1990 Budget Agreement 

Mr. Gibbons. Mr. President, you keep 
saying that you made a mistake in agreeing 
to a tax increase to get the 1990 budget deal 
with Congress. But if you hadn’t gotten that 
deal you would have either had to get repeal 
of the Gramm-Rudman deficit control act or 
cut defense spending drastically at a time 
when the country was building up for the 
Gulf war and decimate domestic discre- 
tionary spending, including such things as air 
traffic control. If you had it to do all over 
again, sir, which of those alternatives would 
you choose? 

President Bush. | wouldn't have taken 
any of the alternatives. I believe I made a 
mistake. I did it for the very reasons you say. 
There was one good thing that came out of 
that budget agreement, and that is we put 
a cap on discretionary spending. One-third 
of the President’s budget is at the President’s 
discretion, or really, the Congress’, since they 
appropriate every dime and tell the President 
how to spend every dime. We've put a cap 
on the growth of all that spending, and that’s 
good. And that’s helped. But I was wrong 
because I thought the tax compromise, going 
along with one Democratic tax increase, 
would help the economy. I see no evidence 
that it has done it. 

So what would I have done, what should 
I have done? I should have held out for a 
better deal that would have protected the 
taxpayer and not ended up doing what we 
had to do or what I thought at the time would 
help. 

So I made a mistake. You know, the dif- 
ference, I think, is that I knew at the time 
I was going to take a lot of political flak. I 
knew we'd have somebody out there yelling, 
“Read my lips.” And I did it because I 
thought it was right. And I made a mistake. 
That’s quite different than taking a position 
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where you know it’s best for you. That wasn’t 
best for me, and I knew it in the very begin- 
ning. I thought it would be better for the 
country than it was. So there we are. 

Mr. Lehrer. Mr. Perot, one minute. 

Mr. Perot. The 101 in leadership is be 
accountable for what you do. Let’s go back 
to the tax and budget summit briefly. Nobody 
ever told the American people that we in- 
creased spending $1.83 for every dollar of 
taxes raised. That’s absolutely unconscion- 
able. Both parties carry a huge blame for that 
on their a This was not a way to 
pay on the deficit. This was a trick on the 
American people. That’s not leadership. 

Let’s go back in terms of accepting respon- 
sibilities for your actions. To create Saddam 
Hussein over a 10-year period, using billions 
of dollars of U.S. taxpayer money, step up 
to the plate and say it was a mistake. To cre- 
ate Noriega using taxpayer money, step up 
to the plate and say it was a mistake. If you 
can’t get your act together to pick him u 
one day when a Panamanian major has kid- 
naped a a special forces team is 400 yards 
away and it’s a stroll across the park to get 
him, and if you can’t get your act together, 
at least pick up the Panamanian major who 
they then killed, step up to the plate and 
admit it was a mistake. That’s leadership, 
folks. 

Now, leaders will always make mistakes. 
And I’m not aiming at any one person here. 
I’m aiming at our Government. Nobody takes 
responsibility for anything. We've got to 
change that. 

Mr. Lehrer. I'll take responsibility for say- 
ing your time is up. 

Mr. Perot. I’m watching the light. 

Mr. Lehrer. All right. 

Governor Clinton, one minute, sir. 

Governor Clinton. The mistake that was 
made was making the “read my lips” promise 
in the first place just to get elected, knowing 
what the size of the deficit was, knowing 
there was no plan to control health care costs, 
and knowing that we did not have a strategy 
to get real economic growth back into this 
economy. The choices were not good then. 

I think at the time the mistake that was 
made was signing off on the deal late on Sat- 
urday night in the middle of the night. That’s 
just what the President did when he vetoed 
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the family leave act. I think what he should 
have done is gone before the American peo- 
ple on the front end and said, “Listen, I made 
a commitment, and it was wrong. I made a 
mistake because I couldn’t have foreseen 
these circumstances. And this is the best deal 
we can work out at the time.” 

He said it was in the public interest at the 
time, and most everybody who was involved 
in it, I guess, thought it was. The real mistake 
was the “read my lips” promise in the first 
place. You just can’t promise something like 
that just to get elected if you know there’s 
a good chance that circumstances may over- 
take you. 

Mr. Lehrer. All right, Mr. Perot, the ques- 
tion is for you. You have a 2-minute answer, 
and it will be asked by Susan Rook. 
Leadership 

Ms. Rook. Mr. Perot, you've talked about 
going to Washington to do what the people 
who run this country want you to do. But 
it is the President’s duty to lead and often 
lead alone. How can you lead if you are for- 
ever seeking consensus before you act? 

Mr. Perot. Let’s talk about two different 
subjects. In order to lead, you first have to 
use the White House as a bully pulpit and 
lead. Then you have to develop consensus, 
or you can’t get anything done. That’s where 
we are now. We can’t get anything done. 
How do you get anything done when you've 
got all of these political action committees, 
all of these thousands of registered lobbyists, 
40,000 registered lobbyists, 23,000 special in- 
terest groups, and the list goes on and on 
and on, and the average citizen out here just 
working hard every day. You've got to go to 
the people. I just love the fact that every- 
body, particularly in the media, goes bonkers 
over the town hall. I guess it’s because you 
will lose your right to tell them what to think. 
[Laughter] The point is, they'll get to decide 
what to think. 

President Bush. Hey, you've got some- 
thing there. 

Mr. Perot. | love the fact that people will 
listen to a guy with a bad accent and a see 
presentation manner talking about flip c 
for 30 minutes, because they want the details. 
See, all the folks up there at the top said, 
people, “The attention span of the American 
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people is no more than 5 minutes. They 
won't watch it.” They're thirsty for it. 

You want to have a new program in this 
country? If you get grassroots America ex- 
cited about it and if they tap Congress on 
the shoulder and say, “Do it, Charlie,” it will 
happen. That’s a whole lot different from 
these fellows running up and down the halls 
whispering in their ears now and promising 
campaign funds for the next election if they 
do it. 

Now, I think that’s going back to where 
we started. That’s having a Government from 
the people. I think that’s the essence of lead- 
ership, rather than cutting deals in dark 
rooms in Washington. 

Mr. Lehrer. Governor Clinton, 
minute. 

Governor Clinton. Well, I believe in the 
town hall meetings. They started with my 
campaign in New Hampshire. I think Ross 
Perot has done a good job in having them. 
And I, as you know, pushed for the debate 
to include 209 American citizens who were 
part of it in Richmond a few days ago. I’ve 
done a lot of them, and I'll continue to do 
them as President. 

But I'd also like to point out that I haven’t 
been part of what we're criticizing in Wash- 
ington tonight. Of the three of. us, I have 
balanced a government budget 12 times. I 
have offered and passed campaign finance 
reform; offered, pushed for, and passed in 
public referendum lobbyist restrictions; done 
the kinds of things you have to do to get 
legislators together, not only to establish con- 
sensus but to challenge them to change. In 
12 years as Governor, I guess I’ve taken on 
every interest group there was in my State 
at one time or another to fight for change. 
It can be done. That’s why I've tried to be 
so specific in this campaign: to have a man- 
date, if elected, so that Congress will know 
what the American people have voted for. 

Mr. Lehrer. President Bush, one minute. 

President Bush. I would like the record 
to show the panelists that Ross Perot took 
the first shot at the press. My favorite bump- 
er sticker, though, is “Annoy the Media. Re- 
elect President Bush.” [Laughter] I just had 
to work that in. Sorry, Helen. I’m going to 
pay for this later on. 


one 
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Look, you have to build a consensus, but 
in some things—Ross mentioned Saddam 
Hussein. Yes, we tried, and yes, we failed 
to bring him into the family of nations. He 
had the fourth largest army. But then when 
he moved against Kuwait I said, this will not 
stand. And it’s hard to build a consensus. We 
went to the U.N. We made historic resolu- 
tions up there. The whole world was united. 
Our Congress was dragging its feet. Gov- 
ernor Clinton said, “Well, I might have been 
with the minority, let sanctions work. But I 
guess I would have voted with the majority.” 

A President can’t do that. Sometimes he 
has to act. In this case, I’m glad we did, be- 
cause if we'd have let sanctions work and had 
tried to build a consensus on that, Saddam 
Hussein today would be in Saudi Arabia con- 
trolling the world’s oil supply, and he would 
be there maybe with a nuclear weapon. We 
busted the fourth largest army, and we did 
it through leadership. 

Mr. Lehrer. All right, we’re going to go 
on to another subject now, and the subject 
is priorities. And the first question goes to 
you, President Bush, and Susan will ask it. 


Women Advisers 


Ms. Rook. President Bush, gentlemen, I 
acknowledge that all of you have women and 
ethnic minorities working for you and work- 
ing with you. But when we look at the circle 


of the key people closest to you, your inner 
circle of advisers, we see white men only. 
Why, and when will that change? 

President Bush. You don’t see Margaret 
Tutwiler sitting in there with me today? 

Ms. Rook. The key people, President 
Bush. 

President Bush. What? 

Ms. Rook. The key people, the people be- 
yond the glass ceiling. 

President Bush. | happen to think she’s 
a key person. I think our Cabinet members 
are key people. I think the woman that works 
with me, Rose Zamaria, is about as tough as 
a boot out there and makes some discipline 
and protects the taxpayer. Look at our Cabi- 
net. You talk about somebody strong, look 
at Carla Hills. Look at Lynn Martin, who’s 
fighting against this glass ceiling and doing 
a first-class job on it. Look at our Surgeon 
General, Dr. Novello. You can look all 
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around and you'll see first-class, strong 
women. 

Jim Baker's a man. Yes, I plead guilty to 
that. [Laughter] But look who’s around with 
him there. I mean, this is a little defensive 
on your part, Susan, to be honest with you. 
We've got a very good record appointing 
women to high positions and positions of 
trust. And I’m not defensive at all about it. 

What we've got to do is keep working, as 
the Labor Department is doing a first-class 
job on, to break down discrimination, to 
break down the glass ceiling. I am not apolo- 
getic at all about our record with women. 
You think about women in Government. I 
think about women in business. Why not try 
to help them with my small business program 
to build some incentives into the system? 


I think we’re making progress here. You've 
got a lot of women running for office. As 
I said the other night, I hope a lot of them 
lose, because they're liberal Democrats, and 
we don’t need more of them in the Senate 
or more of them in the House. But neverthe- 
less, they’re out there. And we’ve got some 


very good Republican women running. So 
we're making dramatic progress. 

Mr. Lehrer. Mr. Perot, one minute. 

Mr. Perot. Well, I’ve come from the com- 
puter business, and everybody knows women 
are more talented than the men. So we have 
a long history of having a lot of talented 
women. One of our first officers was a 
woman, a chief financial officer. She was a 
director. And it was so far back, it was consid- 
ered so odd. And even though we were a 
tiny little company at the time, it made all 
the national magazines. 

But in terms of being influenced by 
women and being a minority, there they are 
right out there, my wife and my four beau- 
tiful daughters. And I just have one son. So 
he and I are cmenied by women telling 
us what to do all the time. [Laughter] 


Iraq 


For the rest of my minute, I want to make 
a very brief comment here in terms of Sad- 
dam Hussein. We told him that we wouldn’t 
get involved with this border dispute, and 
we've never revealed those papers that were 
given to Ambassador Glaspie on July 25. I 
suggest, in the sense of taking responsibility 


1993 


for your actions, we lay those papers on the 
table. They're not the secrets to the nuclear 
bomb. 

Secondly, we got upset when he took the 
whole thing, but to the ordinary American 
out there who doesn’t know where the oil- 
fields are in Kuwait, they're near the border. 
We told him he could take the northern part 
of Kuwait, and when he took the whole thing, 
we went nuts. And if we didn’t tell him that, 
why won't we even let the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee and the Senate Intel- 
ligence Committee see the written instruc- 
tions for Ambassador Glaspie? 

President Bush. I'd like to reply on that. 
That gets to the national honor. We did not 
say to Saddam Hussein, Ross, “You can take 
the northern part of Kuwait.” That is abso- 
lutely absurd. Glaspie has testified 

Mr. Perot. Where are the papers? 

President Bush. and Glaspie’s pa- 
pers have been presented to the United 
States Senate. So please—— 

Mr. Perot. If you have time, go through 
NEXIS and LEXIS, pull all the old news arti- 
cles. Look at what Ambassador Glaspie said 
all through the fall and what have you, and 
then look at what she and Kelly and all the 
others in State said at the end when they 
were trying to clean it up. And talk to any 
head i pe of those key committees in the 
Senate. They will not let them see the written 
instructions given to Ambassador Glaspie. 
And I suggest that in a free society owned 
by the people, the American people ought 
to know what we told Ambassador Glaspie 
to tell Saddam Hussein. Because we spent 
a lot of money and risked lives and ate ie 
in that effort, and did not accomplish most 
of our objectives. We got Kuwait back to the 
Amir; but he still got his nuclear, his chemi- 
cal, his bacteriological, and he’s still over 
there, right? I'd like to see those written in- 
structions. Sorry. 

Mr. Lehrer. Mr. President, when you— 
just make sure that everybody knows what's 
going on here. When you responded directly 
to Mr. Perot then 

President Bush. Yes. 

Mr. Lehrer. you violated the rule, 
your rules. Now, I’m willing —— 

President Bush. | apologize. When I 
make a mistake, I say—[laughter]. 
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Mr. Lehrer. No, no, no. I just want to 
make sure that everybody understands. If 
you all want to change the rules, we can do 
it. 

President Bush. No, | don't. I apologize 
for it. But that one got right to the national 
honor. 

Mr. Lehrer. All right. Okay. 

President Bush. And I’m sorry. 

Mr. Lehrer. Okay. But Governor Clinton, 
you have a minute. 


Women Advisers 


Governor Clinton. Susan, I don’t agree 
that there are no women and minorities in 
important positions in my campaign. There 
are many. But I think even more relevant 
is my record at home. For most of my time 
as Governor, a woman was my chief of staff, 
an African American was my chief cabinet 
officer, an African American was my chief 
economic development officer. 

It was interesting, there was a story either 
today or yesterday in the Washington Post 
about my economic programs. My chief 
budget officer and my die economic officer 
were both African Americans, even though 
the Post didn’t mention that, which I think 
is a sign of progress. The National Women’s 
Political Caucus gave me an award, one of 
their good guy awards, for my involvement 
of women in high levels of government. I’ve 
appointed more minorities to positions of 
high levels in government than all the Gov- 
ernors in the history of my State combined 
before me. 

So that’s what I'll do as President. I don’t 
think we’ve got a person to waste. I think 
I owe the American people a White House 
staff, a Cabinet, and appointments that look 
like America, but that meet high standards 
of excellence, and that’s what I'll do. 

Mr. Lehrer. All right. The next question 
goes to you, Mr. Perot, for 2 minutes. It’s 
a 2-minute question, and Helen will ask it. 
Helen? 


Investigations 


Ms. Thomas. Mr. Perot, what proof do 
you have that Saddam Hussein was told that 
he could have—do you have any actual proof, 
or are you asking for the papers? And also, 
I really came in with another question. What 
is this penchant you have to investigate ev- 
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eryone? Are those accusations correct, inves- 
tigating your staff, investigating the leaders 
of the grassroots movement, investigating as- 
sociates of your family? 

Mr. Perot. No, they're not correct. And 
if you look at my life for the first—until I 
got involved in this effort, I was one person. 
And then after the Republican dirty tricks 
group got through with me, I’m another per- 
son, which I consider an absolutely sick oper- 
ation. And all of you in the press know exactly 
what I’m talking about. They investigated 
every single one of my children. They inves- 
tigated my wife. They interviewed all my 
children’s friends from childhood on. They 
went to extraordinary, sick lengths. And I just 
found it amusing that they would take two 
or three cases where I was involved in law- 
suits and would engage an investigator, the 
lawyers would engage an investigator, which 
is common. And the only difference between 
me and any other businessman that has the 
range of businesses I have is I haven’t had 
that many lawsuits. 

So that’s just another one of those little 
fruit-loopy things they make up to try to, in- 
stead of facing issues, to try to redefine a 
person that’s running against them. This goes 
on night and day. I will do everything I can, 
if I get up there, to make dirty tricks a thing 
of the past. One of the two groups has raised 
it to an art form. It’s a sick art form. 


Iraq 

Now, let’s go back to Saddam Hussein. We 
gave Ambassador Glaspie written instruc- 
tions. That’s a fact. We've never let the Con- 
gress and these Foreign Relations—Senate 
Intelligence Committee see them. That’s a 
fact. 

Ambassador Glaspie did a lot of talking, 
right after July the 25th, and that’s a fact, 
and it saw the newspapers. You pull all of 
it at once and read it, and I did, and it’s pretty 
clear what she and Kelly and the other key 
guys around that thing thought they were 
doing. 

Then, at the end of the war when they 
had to go testify about it, their stories are 
a total disconnect from what they said in Au- 
gust, September, and October. So I say, this 
is very simple: Saddam Hussein released a 
tape, as you know, claiming it was a transcript 
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of their meeting, where she said, “We will 
not become involved in your border dispute,” 
and in effect, “You can take the northern part 
of the country.” 

We later said, “No, that’s not true.” I said, 
well, this is simple. What were her written 
instructions? We guard those like the secrets 
to the atomic bomb, literally. Now, I say: 
Whose country is this? This is ours. Who will 
get hurt if we lay those papers on the table? 
The worst thing is, again, it’s a mistake. No- 
body did any of this with evil intent. I just 
object to the fact that we cover up and hide 
things, whether it’s Iran-contra, Iraqgate, or 
you name it. It’s a steady stream. 

Mr. Lehrer.-Governor Clinton, you have 
one minute. 

Governor Clinton. Let’s take Mr. Bush 
for the moment at his word. I mean, he’s 
right, we don’t have any evidence, at least, 
that our Government did tell Saddam Hus- 
sein he could have that part of Kuwait. And 
let’s give him the credit he deserves for orga- 
nizing Operation Desert Storm and Desert 
Shield. It was a remarkable event. 

But let’s look at where, I think, the real 
mistake was made. In 1988, when the war 
between Iraq and Iran ended, we knew Sad- 
dam Hussein was a tyrant. We had dealt with 
him because he was against Iran. The enemy 
of my enemy maybe is my friend. 

All right, the war is over. We know he’s 
dropping mustard gas on his own people. We 
know he’s threatened to incinerate half of Is- 
rael. Several Government Departments, sev- 
eral, had information that he was converting 
our aid to military purposes and trying to de- 
velop weapons of mass destruction. But in 
late ’89, the President signed a secret policy 
saying we were going to continue to try to 
improve relations with him, and we sent him 
some sort of communication on the eve of 
his invasion of Kuwait that we still wanted 
better relations. 

So I think what was wrong—I give credit 
where credit is due, but the responsibility 
was in coddling Saddam Hussein when there 
was no reason to do it and when people at 
high levels in our Government knew he was 
trying to do things that were outrageous. 

Mr. Lehrer. Mr. President, you have a 
moment—a minute, I’m sorry. 
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President Bush. It’s awful easy when 
you're dealing with 90/90 hindsight. We did 
try to bring Saddam Hussein into the family 
of nations. He did have the fourth largest 
army. All our Arab allies out there thought 
we ought to do just exactly that. When he 
crossed the line, I stood up and looked into 
the camera and I said, “This aggression will 
not stand.” We formed a historic coalition, 
and we brought him down. We destroyed the 
fourth largest army, and the battlefield was 
searched, and there wasn’t one single iota of 
evidence that any U.S. weapons were on that 
battlefield. The nuclear capability has been 
searched by the United Nations, and there 
hasn’t been one single scintilla of evidence 
that there’s any U.S. technology involved in 
it. 

What you’re seeing on all this Iraqgate is 
a bunch of people who were wrong on the 
war trying to cover their necks here and try 
to do a little revisionism. I cannot let that 
stand, because it isn’t true. Yes, we had grain 
credits for Iraq, and there isn’t any evidence 
that those grain credits were diverted into 
weaponry, none, none whatsoever. And so I 
just have to say it’s fine. You can’t say there, 
Governor Clinton, and say, “Well, I think I 
have supported the minority’—let sanctions 
work or wish that it would go away—“but 
I would have voted with the majority.” Come 
on, that’s not leadership. 

Mr. Lehrer. The next question goes to 
Governor Clinton, and Gene Gibbons will 
ask it. Gene? 

Banking Situation 

Mr. Gibbons. Governor, an important as- 
pect of leadership is, of course, anticipating 
problems. During the 1988 campaign, there 
was little or no mention of the savings and 
loan crisis that has cost the American people 
billions and billions of dollars. Now there are 
rumblings that a commercial bank crisis is 
on the horizon. Is there such a problem, sir? 
If so, how bad is it, and what will it cost 
to clean it up? 

Governor Clinton. Gene, there is a prob- 
lem in the sense that there are some problem 
banks. And on December 19th, new regula- 
tions will go into effect which will, in effect, 
give the Government the responsibility to 
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close some banks that are not technically in- 
solvent but that are plainly in trouble. 

On the other hand, I don’t think that we 
have any reason to believe that the dimen- 
sions of this crisis are anywhere near as great 
as the savings and loan crisis. The mistake 
that both parties made in Washington with 
the S&L business was deregulating them 
without proper capital requirements, proper 
oversight and regulation, proper training of 
the executives. Many people predicted what 
ee Hos and it was a disaster. 

The banking system in this country is fun- 
damentally sound, with some weak banks. I 
think that our goal ought to be, first of all, 
not to politicize it, not to frighten people; 
secondly, to say that we have to enforce the 
law in two ways. We don’t want to overreact 
as the Federal regulators have, in my judg- 
ment, on good banks so that they've created 
credit crunches that have made our recession 
worse in the last couple of years, but we do 
want to act prudently with the banks that are 
in trouble. 

We also want to say that, insofar as is hu- 
manly possible, the banking industry itself 
should pay for the cost of any bank failures, 
the taxpayers should not, and that will be my 
policy. I believe we have a good, balanced 
approach. We can get the good banks loaning 
money again in the credit crunch, have prop- 
er regulation on the ones that are in trouble, 
and not overreact. It is a serious problem, 
but I don’t see it as the kind of terrible, ter- 
rible problem that the S&L problem was. 

Mr. Lehrer. President Bush, one minute. 

President Bush. Well, I don’t believe it 
would be appropriate for a President to sug- 
gest that the banking system is not sound; 
it is sound. There are some problem banks 
out there. But what we need is financial re- 
form. We need some real financial reform, 
banking reform legislation. I have proposed 
that, and when I am reelected I believe one 
of the first things ought to be to press a new 
Congress, not beholden to the old ways, to 
pass financial reform legislation that modern- 
izes the banking system, doesn’t put a lot of 
inhibitions on it, and protects the depositors 
through keeping the FDIC sound. I just was 
watching some of the proceedings of the 
American Bankers Association, and I think 


the general feeling is most of the banks are 
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sound. Certainly there’s no comparison here 
between what happened to the S&L’s and 
where the banks stand right now, in my view. 

Mr. Lehrer. Mr. Perot, one minute. 

Mr. Perot. Well, nobody’s gotten into the 
real issue yet on the savings and loan. Again, 
nobody’s got a business background, I guess. 
The whole problem came up in 1984. The 
President of the United States was told offi- 
cially it was a $20 billion problem. 

These crooks—now, Willie Sutton would 
have gone to own a savings and loan rather 
than rob banks. He robbed banks because 
that’s where the money is; owning a savings 
and loan is where the money was. 

Now, in 1984 they were told. I believe the 
Vice President was in charge of deregulation. 
Nobody touched that tar baby until the day 
after election in 1988, because they were 
flooding both parties with crooked PAC 
money. And it was, in many cases, stolen 
PAC money. Now, you and I never got a ride 
on a lot of these yachts and fancy things it 
bought, but you and I are paying for it. And 
they buried it until right after the election. 

Now, if you believe the Washington Post 
and you believe this extensive study that’s 
been done, and I’m reading it, right after 
election day this year they're going to hit us 
with 100 banks. It’ll be a $100 billion prob- 
lem. Now, if that’s true, just tell me now. 
I’m grown up. I can deal with it. I'll pay my 
share. But just tell me now. Don’t te it 
until after the election twice. I say that to 
both political parties. The people deserve 
that, since we have to pick up the tab. You’ve 
got the PAC money. We'll pay the tab. Just 
tell us. 

Mr. Lehrer. All right, Mr. Perot. The next 
question, we're going into a new round here 
on a category just called “differences.” And 
the question goes to you, Mr. Perot, and 
Gene will ask it. Gene? 


Government Reform 


Mr. Gibbons. Mr. Perot, aside from the 
deficit, what Government policy or policies 
do you really want to do something about? 
What really sticks in your craw about condi- 
tions in this country, beside the deficit, that 
you would want to fix as President? 

Mr. Perot. The debt and the deficit. Well, 
if you watched my television show the other 
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night, you saw it. If you watch it Thursday, 
Friday, Saturday this week, you'll get more. 
So, a shameless plug there, Mr. President. 
But in a nutshell, we've got to reform our 
Government or we won’t get anything done. 
We have a Government that doesn’t work. 
All these specific examples I’m giving to- 
night, if you had a business like that, they'd 
be leading you away and boarding up the 
doors. We have a Government that doesn’t 
work. It’s supposed to come from the — 
It comes at the people. The people need to 
take their Government back. 

You've got to reform Congress. They've 
got to be servants to the people again. You’ve 
got to reform the White House. We've got 
to turn this thing around. It’s a long list of 
specific items, and I’ve covered it again and 
again in print and on television. But very spe- 
cifically, the key thing is to turn the Govern- 
ment back to the people and take it away 
from the special interests and have people 
go to Washington to serve. 

Who can give themselves a 23-percent pay 
raise anywhere in the world except Con- 
gress? Who would have 1,200 airplanes worth 
$2 billion a year just to fly around in? I don’t 
have a free reserved parking place at Na- 
tional Airport. Why should my servants? I 
don’t have an indoor gymnasium and an in- 
door tennis court, an indoor every other thing 
they can think of. I don’t have a place where 
I can go make free TV to send to my constitu- 
ents to try to brainwash them to elect me 
the next time. And I’m paying for all that 
for those guys. 

I’m going to be running an ad pretty soon 
that shows—they promised us they were 
going to hold the line on spending, a tax and 
budget summit—and I’m going to show how 
much they've increased this little stuff they 
do for themselves. It is Silly Putty, folks, and 
the American people have had enough of it. 

Step one, if I get up there, we're going 
to clean that up. You say, how can I get Con- 
gress to do that? I'll have millions of people 
shoulder-to-shoulder with me, and we will 
see it done warp speed, because it’s wrong. 
We've turned the country upside down. 

Mr. Lehrer. Governor Clinton, you have 
one minute. Governor. 

Governor Clinton. I would just point out 
on the point Mr. Perot made, I agree that 
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we need to cut spending in Congress. I’ve 
called for a 25-percent reduction in congres- 
sional staffs and expenditures. But the White 
House staff increased its expenditures by 
considerably more than Congress has in the 
last 4 years under the Bush administration, 
and Congress has actually spent $1 billion 
less than President Bush asked them to 
spend. Now, when you outspend Congress, 
you're really swinging. 

That, however, is not my only passion. The 
real problem in this country is that most peo- 

le are working hard and falling further be- 
hind. My passion is to pass a jobs program 
to get incomes up with an investment incen- 
tive program to grow jobs in the private sec- 
tor, to waste less public money and invest 
more, to control health care costs and pro- 
vide for affordable health care for all Ameri- 
cans, and to make sure we've got the best 
trained work force in the world. That is my 
passion. 

We've got to get this country growing again 
and this economy strong again, or we can’t 
bring down the deficit. Economic growth is 
the key to the future of this country. 

Mr. Lehrer. President Bush, one minute. 

President Bush. On Government reform? 

Mr. Lehrer. Sir? 

President Bush. Government reform? 

Mr. Lehrer. Yes. Well, to respond to the 
subject that Mr. Perot mentioned. 

President Bush. How about this for a 
Government reform policy? Reduce the 
White House staff by a third after or at the 
same time the Congress does the same thing 
for their staff; term limits for Members of 
the United States Congress. Give the Gov- 
ernment back to the people. Let’s do it that 
way. The President thir term limits. Let’s 
limit some of these guys sitting out here to- 
night. Term limits, and then how about a bal- 
anced budget amendment to the Constitu- 
tion? Forty-three States, more than that, 
States have it, I believe. Let’s try that. 

You want to do something about all this 
extra spending that concerns Mr. Perot and 
me? Okay, how about a line-item veto? 
Forty-three Governors have that. Give it to 
the President. If the Congress isn’t big 
enough to do it, let the President have a shot 
at this excess spending. A line-item veto, that 
means you can take a line and cut out some 
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of the pork out of a meaningful bill. Governor 
Clinton keeps hitting me on vetoing legisla- 
tion. Well, that’s the only protection the tax- 
payer has against some of these reckless pork 
programs up there. I’d rather be able to just 
line it right out of there and get on about 
passing some good stuff, but leave out the 
garbage. Line-item veto, there’s a good re- 
form program for you. 

Mr. Lehrer. The next question goes to 
Governor Clinton. You have two minutes, 
Governor, and Susan will ask it. 


Taxes 


Ms. Rook. Governor Clinton, you said that 
you will raise taxes on the rich, people with 
incomes of $200,000 a year or higher. A lot 
of people are saying that you will have to 
go lower than that, much lower. Will you 
make a pledge tonight below which—an in- 
come level that you will not go below? I am 
looking for numbers, sir, not just a concept. 

Governor Clinton. You can read my plan. 
My plan says that we want to raise marginal 
incomes on family incomes above $200,000 
from 31 to 36 percent; that we want to ask 
foreign corporations simply to pay the same 
percentage of taxes on their income that 
American corporations pay in America; that 
we want to use that money to provide over 
$100 billion in tax cuts for investment in new 
plant and equipment, for small business, for 
new technologies, and for middle class tax 
relief. 

Now, I can tell you this: I will not raise 
taxes on the middle class to pay for these 
programs. If the money does not come in 
there to pay for these programs, we will cut 
other Government spending, or we will slow 
down the phase-in to the programs. I am not 
going to raise taxes on the middle class to 
pay for these programs. 

Now, furthermore, I am not going to tell 
you “Read my lips” on anything because I 
cannot foresee what emergencies might de- 
velop in this country. And the President said 
never, never, never would he raise taxes, in 
New Jersey. Within a day, Marlin Fitzwater, 
his spokesman, said, now, that’s not a prom- 
ise. So I think even he has learned that you 
can’t say “Read my lips” because you can’t 
know what emergencies might come up. 
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But I can tell you this: I’m not going to 
raise taxes on middle class Americans to pay 
for the programs I’ve recommended. Read 
my plan. And you know how you can trust 
me about that? Because you know, in the 
first debate, Mr. Bush made some news. He 
had just said Jim Baker was going to be Sec- 
retary of State, but in the first debate he said 
no, now he’s going to be responsible for do- 
mestic economic policy. Well, I'll tell you, 
I'll make some news in the third debate: The 
person responsible for domestic economic 
policy in my administration will be Bill Clin- 
ton. I’m going to make those decisions, and 
I won't raise taxes in the middle class to pay 
for my program. 

Mr. Lehrer. President Bush, you have one 
minute. 

President Bush. That’s what worries me, 
that he’s going to be responsible. He would 
do for the United States what he has done 
for Arkansas. He would do for the United 
States what he’s done to Arkansas. We do 
not want to be the lowest of the low. We 
are not a nation in decline. We are a rising 
nation. My problem is, I heard what he said. 
He said, “I want to take it from the rich, 
raise $150 billion from the rich.” To get it, 
to get $150 billion in new taxes, you've got 
to go down to the guy that’s making $36,600. 
And if you want to pay for the rest of his 
plan, all the other spending programs, you’re 


_ going to sock it to the working man. 


So when you hear “tax the rich,” Mr. and 
Mrs. America, watch your wallet. Lock your 
wallet, because he’s coming right after you 
just like Jimmy Carter did, and just like 
you're going to get—you’re going to end up 
with interest rates at 21 percent, and you're 
going to have inflation going through the 
roof. Yes, we're having tough times. But we 
do not need to go back to the failed policies 
of the past when you had a Democratic Presi- 
dent and a spendthrift Democratic Congress. 

Mr. Lehrer. Mr. Perot. 

Governor Clinton. You permitted Mr. 
Bush to break the rules, he said to defend 
the honor of the country. What about the 
honor of my State? We rank first in the coun- 
try in job growth. We've got the lowest 
spoasiing, State and local, in the country and 

e second lowest tax burden. The difference 
between Arkansas and the United States is 
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that we’re going in the right direction, and 
this country’s going in the wrong direction. 
And I have to defend the honor of my State. 

Mr. Lehrer. We've got a wash, according 
to my calculations. We have a wash. And we'll 
go to Mr. Perot for one minute. In other 
words, the violation of the rule; that’s what 
I meant. 

Mr. Perot. I’m the only one that’s 
untarnished at this point. 

Mr. Lehrer. That’s right, you're clean. 
[Laughter] 

Mr. Perot. I’m sure I'll do it before it’s 
over. 

The key thing here, see, we all come up 
with images. Images don’t fix anything. You 
know, I’m starting to understand it. You stay 
around this long enough, you think about— 
if you talk about it in W ashington, you think 
you did it. If you’ve been on television about 
it, you think you did it. [Laughter] What we 
need is people to stop talking and start doing. 

Now, our real problem here is they both 
have plans that will not work. The Wall Street 
Journal said your numbers don’t add up. And 
you can take it out on charts; you look at 


all the studies that different groups have 
done; you go out 4, 5, 6 years: We're still 
drifting along with a huge deficit. 

So let’s come back to harsh reality. Every- 


body said, “Gee, Perot, you’re tough.” I say, 
well, this is not as tough as World War II; 
and it’s not as tough as the Revolution. It’s 
fair-shared sacrifice to do the right thing for 
our country and for our children. And it will 
be fun if we all work together to do it. 

Mr. Lehrer. This is the last question, and 
it goes to President Bush for a 2-minute an- 
swer. And it will be asked by Helen. 
Presidential Campaign 

Pee Thomas. Mr. President, why have you 

nie ee so dramatically in the eae 
from the high eighties to the forties 
And you have said you will do anything you 
have to do to get reelected. What can you 
do in 2 weeks to win reelection? 

President Bush. Well, I think the answer 
to why the drop, I think, has been the econ- 
omy in the doldrums. Why I'll win is I think 
I have the best plan of the three of us up 
here to do something about it. Mine does 
not grow the Government. It does not have 
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Government invest. It says we need to do 
better in terms of stimulating private busi- 
ness. We've got a big philosophical difference 
here tonight between one who thinks the 
Government can do all these things through 
tax and spend, and one who thinks it ought 
to go the other way. 

So I believe the answer is, I’m going to 
win it because I’m getting into focus my 
agenda for America’s renewal, and also I 
think that Governor Clinton’s had pretty 
much of a free ride on looking specifically 
at the Arkansas record. He keeps criticizing 
us, criticizing me; I’m the incumbent. Fine. 
But he’s an incumbent. And we've got to look 
at all the facts. They’re almost at the bottom 
on every single category. We can’t do that 
to the American people. 

Then, Helen, I really believe where people 
are going to ask this question about trust— 
because I do think there’s a pattern by Gov- 
ernor Clinton of saying one thing to please 
one group and then trying to please another 
group. I think that pattern is a dangerous 
thing to suggest would work for the Oval Of- 
fice. It doesn’t work that way when you're 
President. Truman is right: The buck stops 
there. You have to make decisions, even 
when it’s against your own interest. I’ve done 
that. It’s against my political interests to say 
go ahead and go along with the tax increase. 
But I did what I thought was right at the 
time. So I think people are going to be look- 
ing for trust and experience. 

Then, I mentioned it the other night, I 
think if there’s a crisis, people are going to 
say, “Well, George Bush has taken us 
through some tough crises, and we trust him 
to do that.” So I'll make the appeal on a wide 
array of issues. 

Also I’ve got a philosophical difference— 
I've got to watch the clock here—I don’t 
think we’re a declining nation. The whole 
world has had economic problems. We’re 
doing better than a lot of the countries in 
the world. And we're going to lead the way 
out of this economic recession across this 
world and economic slowdown here at home. 

Mr. Lehrer. Mr. Perot, you have one 
minute. 

President Bush. That’s why I think I'll 


win. 
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Mr. Lehrer. Mr. Perot, you have—sorry. 
Excuse me, sir. Mr. Perot, you have one 
minute. 

Mr. Perot. I’m the last one, right? 

Mr. Lehrer. No. Governor Clinton has a 
minute after you. Then we have the closing 
statements. 

Mr. Perot. One minute after you? 

Mr. Lehrer. Right. 

Mr. Perot. I’m totally focused on the fact 
that we may have bank failures, and nobody 
answered it. I’m totally focused on that fact 
that we are still evading the issue of the 
Glaspie papers. I’m totally focused on the 
fact that we still could have enterprise zones, 
according to both parties, but we don’t. So 
I’m still focused on gridlock, I guess. 

I’m also focused on the fact that isn’t it 
a paradox that we have the highest productiv- 
ity in our work force in the industrialized 
world and at the same time have the largest 
trade deficit, and at the same time rank be- 
hind nine other nations in what we pay our 
most productive people in the world. We're 
losing whole industries overseas. Now, can’t 
somebody agree with me that the Govern- 
ment is breaking business’ legs with these 
trade agreements? They’re breaking busi- 
ness’ legs in a number of different ways. We 
have an adversarial relationship that’s de- 
stroying jobs and sending them overseas, 
while we have the finest workers in the 
world. Keep in mind the factory worker has 
nothing to do with anything except putting 
it together on the factory floor. It’s our obli- 
gation to make sure that we give him the 
finest products in the world to put together, 
and we don’t break his legs in the process. 

Mr. Lehrer. Governor Clinton, one 
minute. 

Governor Clinton. I really can’t believe 
Mr. Bush is still trying to make trust an issue 
after “read my lips” and “15 billion new jobs” 
and embracing what he called “voodoo eco- 
nomics” and embracing an export enhancing 
program for farmers he threatened to veto 
and going all around the country giving out 
money and programs that he once opposed. 
But the main thing is he still didn’t get it, 
from what he said the other night to that 
fine woman on our program, the 209 people 
in Richmond. They don’t want us talking 
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about each other. They want us to talk about 
the problems of this country. 

I don’t think he'll be reelected because 
trickle-down economics is a failure, and he’s 
offering more of it. And what he’s saying 
about my program is just not true. Look at 
the Republicans that have endorsed me, 
high-tech executives in northern California. 
Look at the 24 generals and admirals, retired, 
who have endorsed me, including the deputy 
commander of Desert Storm. Look at Sarah 
Brady, Jim Brady’s wife, President Reagan’s 
Press Secretary, who endorsed me because 
he knuckled under to the NRA and wouldn’t 
fight for the Brady bill. We’ve got a broad- 
based coalition that goes beyond party, be- 
cause I am going to change this country and 
make it better with the help of the American 
people. 

Mr. Lehrer. All right. That was the final 
question and answer, and we now go to the 
closing statements. Each candidate will have 
up to 2 minutes. The order was determined 
by a drawing. Governor Clinton, you are first. 
Governor. 


Closing Statements 


Governor Clinton. First I'd like to thank 
the Commission and my opponents for par- 
ticipating in these debates and making * a 
= I think the real winners of the de- 

ates were the American people. I was espe- 
cially moved in Richmond a few days ago 
when 209 of our fellow citizens got to ask 
us questions. They went a long way toward 
reclaiming this election for the American 
people and taking their country back. 

I want to say, since this is the last time 
I'll be on a platform with my opponents, that 
even though I disagree with Mr. Perot on 
how fast we can reduce the deficit and how 
much we can increase taxes on the middle 
class, I really respect what he’s done in this 
campaign to bring the issue of deficit reduc- 
tion to our attention. I'd like to say to Mr. 
Bush, even though I’ve got profound dif- 
ferences with him, I do honor his service to 
our country. I appreciate his efforts, and I 
wish him well. I just believe it’s time to 
change. 

I offer a new approach. It’s not trickle- 
down economics; it’s been tried for 12 years, 


and it’s failed. More people are working 
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harder for less, 100,000 people a month los- 
ing their health insurance, unemployment 
going up, our economy slowing down. We 
can do better. And it’s not tax-and-spend eco- 
nomics. It’s invest and grow, put our people 
first, control health care costs and provide 
basic health care to all Americans, have an 
education system second to none, and revital- 
ize the private economy. That is my commit- 
ment to you. It is a kind of change that can 
open up a whole new world of opportunities 
to America as we enter the last decade of 
this century and move toward the 21st cen- 
tury. I want a country where people who 
work hard and play by the rules are re- 
warded, not punished. I want a country 
where poe are coming together across the 


lines of race and region and income. I know 


we can do better. 

It won't take miracles, and it won’t happen 
overnight. But we can do much, much better 
if we have the courage to change. Thank you 
very much. 

Mr. Lehrer. President Bush, your closing 


statement, sir. 

President Bush. Three weeks from now— 
two weeks from tomorrow, America goes to 
the polls. You’re going to have to decide who 
you want to lead this country to economic 
recovery. On jobs, that’s the number one pri- 
ority, and I believe my program for stimulat- 
ing investment, encouraging small business, 
brandnew approach to education, strength- 
ening the American family, and yes, creating 
more exports is the way to go. I don’t believe 
in trickle-down Government. I don’t believe 
in larger taxes and larger Government spend- 
ing. 

te foreign affairs, some think it’s irrele- 
vant. I believe it’s not. We're living in an 
interconnected world. The whole world is 
having economic difficulties. The U.S. is 
doing better than a lot. But we've got to do 
even better. If a crisis comes up, I ask: Who 
has the judgment and the experience and, 
yes, the character to make the right decision? 

Lastly, the other night on character, Gov- 
ernor Clinton said, “It’s not the character of 
the President but the character of the Presi- 
dency.” I couldn’t disagree more. Horace 
Greeley said, “The only thing that endures 
is character.” And I think it was Justice Black 
who talked about “Great nations, like great 
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men, must keep their word.” And so the 
question is: Who will safeguard this Nation? 
Who will safeguard our people and our chil- 
dren? 

I need your support. I ask for your vote. 
And may God aloes the United States of 
America. 

Mr. Lehrer. Mr. Perot, your closing state- 
ment, sir. 

Mr. Perot. To the millions of fine, decent 
people who did the unthinkable and took 
their country back in their own hands and 
put me on the ballot, let me —— to you 
that tonight is just the beginning. These next 
2 weeks we will be going full steam ahead 
to make sure that you et a voice and that 
you get your country back. 

This Thursday night on ABC from 8:30 to 
9, Friday night on NBC from 8 to 8:30, and 
Saturday night on CBS from 8 to 8:30, we'll 
be down in the trenches, under the hood, 
working on fixing the old car to get it back 
on the road. [Laughter] 

Now, the question is: Can we win? Abso- 
lutely we can win, because it’s your country. 
The question really is: Who do you want in 
to the White House? It’s that simple. Now, 
you've got to stop letting these people tell 
you who to vote for. You've got to stop letting 
these folks in the press tell you you’re throw- 
ing your vote away. You've got to start using 
your own head. 

Then the question is: Can we govern? I 
love that one. The “we” is you and me. You 
bet your hat we can govern, because we will 
be in there together, and we will figure out 
what to do. You won't tolerate gridlock. You 
won't tolerate endless meandering and wan- 
dering around. You won't tolerate non- 

rformance. And believe me, anybody who 
sa me understands I have a very low tol- 
erance for nonperformance also. Together 
we can get anything done. 

The President mentioned that you need 
the right person in a crisis. Well, folks, we’ve 
got one. And that crisis is a financial crisis. 
Pretty simply, who’s the best qualified person 
up here on the stage to create jobs? Make 
your decision and vote on November the 3d. 
I suggest you might consider somebody 
who’s created jobs. 

Second, who’s the best person to manage 
money? I suggest you wike person who's 
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successfully managed money. Who’s the best 
person to get results and not talk? Look at 
the record; make your decision. 

Finally, who would you give your pension 
fund and your savings account to to manage? 
And the last one, who would you ask to be 
the trustee of your estate ae take care of 
your children if something happened to you? 

Finally, to you students up there, God 
bless you. I’m doing this for you. I want you 
to have the American dream. And to the 
American people, to the American people. 
I’m doing this because I love you. That's it. 
Thank you very much. 

Mr. Lehrer. Thank you, Mr. Perot. Thank 
you, Mr. President. Thank you, Governor 
Clinton for being with us tonight and the pre- 
vious debates. Thank you to the panel. 

The only thing that is left to be said is, 
from Michigan State University in East Lan- 
sing, I’m Jim Lehrer. Thank you, and good 
night. 


Note: The debate began at 7 p.m. in Wharton 
Center for the Performing Arts at Michigan 
State University. During the debate, the fol- 
lowing persons were referred to: Rose M. 
Zamaria, Deputy Assistant to the President 
and Director of White House Operations; 
April C. Glaspie, former U.S. Ambassador to 
Iraq; and John H. Kelly, former Assistant 
Secretary of State for Near Eastern and 
South Asian Affairs. 


Remarks at a Post-Debate Rally in 
Lansing, Michigan 
October 19, 1992 


The President. Thank you very much. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. What a fantastic rally. 
Thank you all very, very much. Thank you 
for this great Lansing welcome. 

May I first thank Mel McDaniel; and, of 
course, another old friend Fred ‘iravalina; 
and Wynonna Judd, a great friend of the 
Bush family. We're delighted that she is here. 
Many thanks. 

Anybody watch the debate? I believe we 


won, but I believe we won because our ideas 
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are right for America, and Governor Clinton 
is wrong for America. And I think the Amer- 
ican people know that the Presidency is a 
position of trust, I believe character is impor- 
tant. 

Let me say how pleased I am and pleased 
at our campaign. This State is headed by one 
of the truly great Governors, John Engler, 
with us today. I am very very lucky. I watched 
how he did it. The polls had him down, and 
he fought back, and he won for Michigan. 
We're going to do exactly the same thing. 
We're going to do it. 

Our Lieutenant Governor is here some- 
where, Connie Binsfeld; the chairman of our 
party, Dave Doyle, right here in Michigan; 
and our National Committee people, Chuck 
Yobb and Betsy Devost. We've got a first- 
class political team, and that’s why we're 
going to win. 

One point I made tonight, and I feel 
strongly in my heart about it, being Presi- 
dent, is that the next President is going to 
have to stand up against the special interests 
in that big-spending Congress. And I believe 
I’m the one to do that. You cannot be all 
things to all people, try to keep every single 
group—you've got to call them as you see 
them, as the umpires do in the World Series. 
I have done it, and I believe that’s why the 
American people will put their trust in me. 

And yes, you had to stand for principle. 
You heard the revisionists out there tonight 
trying to make something of it. But I looked 
into the camera and told the American peo- 
ple that Saddam Hussein’s aggression will not 
stand, and it didn’t stand. 

I really believe that tonight—— 

Audience members. We want Bush! We 
want Bush! We want Bush! 

The President. | believe that right here, 
right here at this rally, the first post-debate 
event, we are starting to move. We are going 
to close this thing up, and we’re going to win 
it on November 3d. 

I’m going to stay out on the road. A while 
back I said I'll do what it takes to win, and 
I mean I’m going to outhustle this guy, out- 
work him. I'll take my message to the Amer- 
ican people. Let him talk about making Gov- 
ernment bigger. I want to get that deficit 
down by getting rid of some of this taxation 
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and getting rid of some of this Government 
spending. 

I loved it when I told the American tax- 
payer—tomorrow, listen, you'll hear the 
last—just a few hours ago, you hear them 
talk about tax the rich. You cab drivers, you 
beauticians, you schoolteachers, watch your 
purse. They're going to come right after you. 
We cannot let that happen to the American 
people. 

With all respect, with all respect, I had 
a lot of fun when I reminded some of the 
media about that bumper sticker, “Annoy the 
Media.” “Annoy the Media. Reelect George 
Bush.” I probably shouldn’t have done it. You 
know, they always have the last word. But, 
gosh, that was fun. [Laughter] 

Well, I have never lost confidence. I have 
always been convinced, because of our 
record and because of my belief in America 
as a rising nation, that we would win this 
election. And tonight I’m never more certain 
ot it. 

That Clinton-Gore ticket would make the 
Carter years look like a bonanza. We cannot 
go back to the tax-and-spend years: interest 
rates up at 21 percent and inflation up 
through the roof, every senior citizen getting 
wiped out, the “misery index” going through 
Gore’s ozone hole up there someplace. We're 
not going to go back. We’re going to go for- 
ward, because we are America and my con- 
fidence is with the American worker, not 
with the big Government. Besides that, we've 
got the best First Lady in the world, and we’d 
better keep her there. 

So thank you. All I ask now is that you 
take this enthusiasm, do what the Governor 
tells you: Get to the polls. Get our message 
of hope and opportunity and power to the 
people, out to the voters of Michigan. We 
will win this State, and we will win the na- 
tional election. 

Thank you. And may God bless the United 


States of America. Thank you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:35 p.m. at 
the Lansing Civic Center. In his remarks, he 
referred to entertainers Mel McDaniel, Fred 
Travalina, and Wynonna Judd. A tape was 
not available for verification of the content 
of these remarks. 
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Question-and-Answer Session in 
Atlanta, Georgia 
October 20, 1992 


Mr. Nigut. We want to welcome everyone 
to our town hall meeting, “Ask George 
Bush.” 

Mr. President, we're delighted that you 
could be with us in Georgia this evening. We 
have, as you know, an audience of 33 people 
who say they are still undecided voters. Just 
before you came into the studio I asked them 
to tell me, after last night’s debate, how many 
were still undecided. Most of them raised 
their hand, said they're still trying to make 
up their mind. So this is your opportunity 
to address their questions. 

The President. That sounds like a reason- 
able deal. They all look relatively sane and— 
[laughter]. 


The Economy 


Mr. Nigut. Let me start, to get the ball 
rolling, and then turn immediately to ques- 
tions from the audience—ask you a quick 
question. Coming out of the debates last 
night there are some people who say that 
the campaign schedules today say a lot about 
how these last 2 weeks of the campaign is 
playing out. Your opponent Governor Clin- 
ton is off campaigning in States that at this 
stage of the campaign typically would no 
longer be eas to a Democratic can- 
didate, but they feel they are. You've come 
south where many people feel you should 
have been able to build your base a long time 
ago. 

The last poll that we conducted with the 
Atlanta Journal Constitution suggests that 
this is a very tight race here, but that your 
job approval rating has been high in Georgia. 
Thirty-three percent of the core Republicans 
said they're not particularly pleased with your 
job. Have you in some way let them down? 
And if you have, how do you get them back 
in these final 2 weeks? 

The President. | think the major problem 
has been the economy. And we're going to 
get them back because I think people are 
going to decide when they go into that vo or 
booth on trust, on proven leadershi ip. I 
character is important. And then I think peo- 


ple are going to, in the final analysis, compare 
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economic approaches. I just don’t happen to 
think we need to tax people more and spend 
more. So I’ve got to get that in focus. 

But look, it’s not just the United States, 
the whole world has been through a tough 
economic time. This will come as a surprise, 
perhaps, but we’re an interconnected world, 
and we're leading most of the European 
economies, the great European economies. 
Our growth rate is twice what oe is. Yet 
I hear everybody comparing, talking about 
how great Japan is, —e we ought to do bet- 
ter. Of course, we ought to do better. But 
we're going to lead the way out of what's 

n an economic slowdown. 

I think the economy has been the major 
problem for the working men and women 
in this country, for the unemployed. I believe 
that our proposals, the agenda for America’s 
renewal, is what’s going to change it and 
make it better. 

Mr. Nigut. Well, I promised that I would 
ask very few questions and give the audience 
most opportunities. A number of people 
wanted to ask questions based on last — 
debate. These people all watched the debate 
last night, so I wanted to first turn to a few 
people who said they had specific followups 
to last night. 

You started to talk before about a couple 
of questions that were lingering after the > 
bate last night. 


Iraq 

Q. Well, I think that Mr. President has 
made it an issue of the character and judg- 
ment of one of his challengers, and Mr. Perot 
last ee challenged him and was very ada- 
mant about maybe his character or judgment. 
I would like him to respond to the allegations 
of quote, unquote, “Iraqgate” or the Glaspie 
papers. He said that you were dealing with 
Saddam Hussein, helped build him up and 
gave him the opportunity to move into Ku- 
wait. 

The President. I heard what he said. He 
also strongly opposed the war, and he said 
that we had not leveled with the American 
people on the Glaspie—that was Ambassador 
Glaspie. Let me tell you something. Every 
single paper, including Secretary of State’s 
notes, which is unprecedented, was taken u 
to the United States Congress and looked at 
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in detail. And after the event, Secretary 
Baker went and explained that to Mr. Perot, 
who said he hadn’t known that. 

So I hope that one is cleared up, because 
you had congressional hearing after congres- 
sional hearing. My position on Iraq was we 
did try to make Saddam Hussein into some- 
body a little more sane. You know, when the 
war in Iran and Iraq ended, Saddam Hussein 
had the fourth largest army. Our Arab friends 
were saying, “Try to bring him along. We 
don’t need a radical in our midst. Try to help 
him.” We had letters, incidentally, from 
many of the people now critical on trying to 
sell American grain to Iraq, including the two 
Senators from Arkansas: “Please sell grain to 
Iraq on credit.” 

Q. Is this an issue that still concerns you? 

The President. Can I just finish? 

Q. Yes, I’m sorry. 

The President. Because what happened 
is he then refused to come along and do what 
we encouraged him to do. And we knocked 
his socks off, thanks to the sons and daugh- 
ters of Georgia who did what most Americans 
do: When called, they served, and they 
served with great distinction. It was a proud 
moment, and people are now trying to revise 
it and make it something it’s not. 

Q. Are you satisfied? You still have some 
lingering question? 


The Character Issue 


Q. Well, no. In the second debate I think 
that the audience participants tried to keep 
the character and judgment issue out of the 
room. 

The President. Well, may I respond? Do 
you think character is not important? 

Q. No, I do think it’s important, Mr. Presi- 
dent. 

The President. But they did try to keep 
it out of the room, and it belongs on the front 
pase. A President must have character. You 

ow, the way I described it last night, Clin- 
ton said, “It’s not the character of the Presi- 
dent, but of the Presidency.” That is abso- 
lutely ridiculous. I am judged on my char- 
acter every single day. Every President must 
be judged on that. And so must he be judged 
on his character, and so must Mr. Perot. 
Character is vital. It is essential, because you 
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have to have the trust of the whole world 
when you're President, or lack thereof. 

So I’m not going to let some guy stand 
up and say what I can talk about or what 
I can’t. I happen to think that every 
schoolchild ought to think their President has 
a certain degree of character. Maybe Mr. 
Clinton’s got it; maybe Mr. Perot’s got it. But 
certainly it belongs as a matter for discussion. 

Mr. Nigut. Let’s move on to another ques- 
tion. We talked to some people in here ear- 
lier and most of them said their decision now 
is between you and Governor Clinton. But 
a few said they still like Ross Perot, and you 
were one of them. What did you want to ask 
the President today? 


Domestic Airline Industry 


Q. Mr. President, my question is twofold. 
It involves the airline industry. I would like 
to know why it appears that we are bein 
so cooperative with foreign airlines, an 
we've abandoned the weaker carriers of the 
United States. One, specifically in the past 
involving the demise of Eastern Airlines, why 
did you defy the recommendation of the Na- 
tional Mediation Board to form a Presidential 
emergency board to address this transpor- 
tation crisis? And secondly, specifically in the 
present, why are you promoting policies 
which appear to give foreign airlines nearly 
total freedom to invest and operate within 
the United States with little or nothing in 
exchange for the United States airlines? 

The President. Tell me about the medi- 
ation board. Remind me of what that was, 
would you? 

Q. It had to do with investigating 
Lorenzo’s actions involving the bankruptcy of 
Eastern Airlines. 

The President. I'l] tell you what my phi- 
losophy is on these matters. As much as pos- 
sible, it is to let these disputes be handled 
by private sector. I don’t believe the Govern- 
ment ought to get in at all times. The one 
that Mr. Perot was hitting out about last night 
was an attempt for the British Airways to pur- 
chase USAir. You've got a major dispute rag- 
ing. The USAir employees everyplace you go 
are holding up picket signs, not picket signs 
but saying, “Hey, protect my job. Let the 
merger go through.” And then you've got the 
other airlines like Delta, outstanding airline 
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headquartered right here, American Airlines 
saying, “Wait a minute. It’s not fair to let 
British come in here under USAir and then 
not let us have access to the British market.” 

Mr. Nigut. Of course, Eastern Airlines’ 
bankruptcy and the decision not to allow me- 
diators to come in was of enormous concern 
here in the Atlanta area because we have 
some 5,000 Eastern employees who lost their 
jobs. 

The President. Sure it is. But my point— 
I was getting to the point. The point is, all 
USAir employees are saying, “Let British 
take over,” and all Delta Airline people are 
saying, “Don’t do it.” This one has to be re- 
solved by Government because of the routin 
and all of that. It’s being negotiated now, an 
I’m not hiding behind this. But it would be 
most inappropriate for the President to take 
a position on it while the Department of 
Transportation is handling it. It will come to 
me. Everything does. And then you have to 
say, “I’m for this,” or against it. 

But on the other one, I just don’t believe 
that the Government ought to intervene in 
all of these things. 

Mr. Nigut. All right, thank you, sir. 

The President. That’s a big difference 
we've got on some of this philosophy. 

Mr. Nigut. Thank you, sir. 

The economy, everyone identifies as a cru- 
cial issue. Does someone in the group want 
to ask an economic question of the President 
right now? Who has something they want 
—— 

Improper Display of Canadian Flag 

The President. [Inaudible|—a baseball 
question, if I could. 

Mr. Nigut. Well, naturally. 

The President. Only because we've got 
a serious thing I want to say. 

Mr. Nigut. Go ahead. We're calling on you 
because the President mentions baseball. 
You've got your Braves T-shirt on. You get 
special treatment here today. 

The President. You don’t have to ask 
baseball, but I just want to use this program, 
Bill, if I can to say something about the flag 
situation. Maybe I could do it before; then 
you'd be unfettered by my trying to define 
what you should ask about. 
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But here’s the thing on the Canadian fla; 
inadvertently flown upside down. If that had 
happened in Canada and we'd have seen the 
United States flag flown upside down, every 
American would have been very, very upset. 
This was a mistake. Certainly, nobody would 
ever do anything like that on purpose. 

So what I wanted to use your program for 
is to say how badly I feel about it, how badly 
all the American people feel about it, how 
much we value our friendship with Canada. 
They are our strongest trading partner in the 
whole world, and we would do nothing to 
hurt the national pride of Canada. So, on be- 
half of all Americans, I simply wanted to 
apologize to the people of Canada and sug- 
gest we try to keep this now, from now on, 
out of the marvelous baseball rivalry between 
Atlanta and Toronto. And that’s all I want 
to say. 

Mr. Nigut. How are you going to feel to- 
night? We are likely to see—they’re planning 
on flying a lot of American flags upside down 
tonight in Toronto. How are you going to 
feel if you see that? 

The President. Well, I won't like it, be- 
cause when you see the American flag flown 
upside down, as a person that served in the 
Armed Forces and fought for my country, 
I would find that inappropriate. I guess I'd 
have to say I understand the passions of the 
Canadians, but I would simply ask them to 
have the same respect for the American flag 
that all Americans have for their flag, and 
recognize, as I said last night, if you make 
a mistake, whatever it is, hey, say, “I made 
a mistake,” and get on about the Nation’s 
business. 

But I use this because the Prime Minister 
of Canada is a wonderful man. He’s a friend 
to the United States, and he gets pounded 
in Canada for his friendship. Don’t mistake 
it; he’s pro-Canadian. I suspect he’s rooting 
hard for Toronto. But I just wanted him to 
know how strongly Americans feel. End this 
discussion now, please. 


Social Security 


Q. I’m a lunchroom lady, and this is some- 
thing—I’m really very privileged. How many 
times do we get that opportunity, you know, 
us little folks down here? But I am concerned 
about Social Security. I’m about, well, a little 
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less than 20 years away from it, but I’m con- 
cerned about if I’m going to have it when 
I get up there. And I have a 2-week-old 
granddaughter that, in 62 years—I know 
that’s a long time, but she’s going to be there, 
too, someday. I want to know that we have 
that available to us when we’re ready for it. 

The President. First place, I think you'll 
remember that I’m the President that said 
in the State of the Union Message, don’t 
mess with Social Security, don’t — it. Last 
night, perhaps inadvertently, Governor Clin- 
ton said something about those that take out 
more than they put in ought to do something 
about it. He may have misspoken, so I want 
to be fair about that. That’s messing with So- 
cial Security. Ross Perot has proposed some 
kind of tax on Social Security. We ought not 
to mess with it. 

It was fixed in a bipartisan agreement 
under the Reagan administration, I think in 
’83 or ’84, in there. It is solvent well into 
the—way after the turn of the century, up 
until about 2030 or something like that. If 
it needs further adjustments then, it should 
be fixed then. You'll still be alive, but I don’t 
think I'll be around wrestling with the prob- 
lem in the year 2030. And we ought not to 
fool around with it. 

In my budget plan, this Agenda for Amer- 
ican Renewal, I say we've got to control the 
growth of these mandatory programs, but set 
Social Security aside. It’s not a welfare pro- 
gram. It originally was to be a supplement 
to people’s incomes. It’s sacrosanct. 

So I think you can tell your daughter that 
the system is sound, and if it’s not sound 
when she gets up there, my age, it will be 
made sound. But the big thing for now is, 
don’t fool around with it, leave it separate 
as we try to control the growth of other 
spending programs. 

Mr. Nigut. Ali right, Mr. President. We 
have a question over here, please. 


Urban Initiatives 


Q. I would like to know—as you already 
know, the black people of this Nation and 
the black African-American people feel that 
we have been made a mockery of and that 
our issues are not being faced. We have not 
been addressed, and we have not had the 
proper opportunities that we should have in 
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this country. We would, at this time, like to 
know specifically what you plan to do in 
order to get our vote this time around. After 
12 years of being in office, what do you plan 
to do this time around to prove to us that 
you are capable of being our leader in this 
next 4 years? 

The President. That's a good question. 
I’m delighted that you're undecided, because 
sO many are traditionally taken for granted 
by one party. They'll vote the straight lever 
on the other side and be had by local officials 
and by the United States Congress. 

We've got a good urban program. I don’t 
know if you’re talking about urban America. 
But if you’re talking about urban America, 
the best thing for minority Americans is to 
bring the jobs into urban America. And we’ve 
got this program called enterprise zones. 
Now we're getting a lot of lip service from 
the Democrats, but they've been unwilling 
to pass it. They control the Senate, and they 
control the House, and they've controlled 
them both for 38 years. 

Enterprise zones says, look, give a tax 
break to businesses, make it worth their 
while to come into the urban centers and 
create jobs. I think our anticrime program 
benefits minority families more than others 
because some of those areas are the ones that 
are most afflicted by bad crime statistics. I 
think that homeownership is a far better con- 
cept than these big public tenements where 
the residents don’t have the pride. I think 
tenant management, which we have pio- 
neered, is a much better answer to urban 
hopelessness than having some Government 
official trying to run the places where people 
live. 

So all of these things, in my view, would 
raise the quality of life for people. It’s not 
just for minorities, but I think it would dis- 
proportionately help the minorities. We've 
really got a good urban program. 

Mr. Nigut. I apologize, sir. We have to 
pause for a break, and we'll be back with 


you in just a moment. 


[At this point, the television station took a 


commercial break. | 


Mr. Nigut. We're back with our town hall 
forum with George Bush, President of the 
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United States. We want tc get right back to 
questions. Go ahead. 
Mortgage Loan Discrimination 

Q. My question is about homeownership. 
My wife and I hope to become homeowners 
in the near future and therefore favor the 
tax credit to the first-time homebuyer. My 
question is, how can we as minorities be as- 
sured of this tax credit if we can’t get equal 
lending from our banking community? 

The President. First place, the first-time 
homebuyer should be thrilled about my pro- 
posal. The way it works is you give a $5,000 
credit to the family that’s never owned a 
home before, for the first time. It is hung 
up, regrettably, in the Democratic Congress. 
They will not pass it. And it is the best pos- 
sible thing that you could do. 

Obviously, the credit that you need to buy 
on the home has to come from your own 
full faith in credit, your own standing. But 
this is a major break for homeowners, and 
besides that, it would stimulate the economy. 
Along with building homes goes a lot of other 
industries that outfit the houses and refrig- 
erators and furniture. And so it really is es- 
sential. I’m not sure I fully answered your 
question, but your credit—this won’t help 
your borrowing. It will help it that you have 
$5,000 less you'll have to come up with. But 
it’s really stimulative for the housing industry. 

Is that it? Did I get to it fully? 

Mr. Nigut. I'm sorry. I’m going to walk 
right in front of the camera to get you here 
on that. 

Q. Well, you touched on it. I’m talking 
about a couple of weeks ago our local paper 
ran an article where blacks and other minori- 
ties are being discriminated against on the 
lending, from the lending community. I think 
it’s 18 percent or so, being denied. And the 
credit standing wasn’t one of the biggest is- 
sues for denial. 

The President. Well, the credit standing 
should be the only issue for denial. I mean, 
if you have discrimination against anybody 
in housing or in loaning, that is against the 
law, and it must not continue. 

Mr. Nigut. What are you suggesting we 
do? Any ideas—how we enforee-—— 

The President. Well, I'd go right to the 
local officials here and get something done 
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about it. You’re looking at a man who, as a 
Congressman from Texas, voted for open 
housing. My view was if you've got kids 
dying—coming out of the ghettos—in Viet- 
nam—they ought not to come back and find 
that they couldn’t live where they wanted to 
live. So I’m a fair housing person. 

You're talking about something that is al- 
ready against the law, where avers. discrimi- 
nate against, lenders, because of their race 
is what I think you're saying. That is purely 
against existing Federal law. You ought to go 
get it enforced by the local law enforcement 

, and, if they're violating a Federal law, 

y the Federal law enforcement. 
Tax Credit for First-Time Homebuyers 

Mr. Nigut. A quick followup on what 
you've made a big issue out of it in the cam- 
paign. and that’s your break, your tax credit, 
or first-time homebuyers. How much does 
it cost, and how do we pay for it? 

The President. It costs very little because 
it stimulates the whole industry, and when 
you get industry stimulated you have much 
more jobs. Frankly, I think it would be in- 
come-productive, because housing is going 
to lead the way out of this slowdown, in some 
areas, recession. So there is some good 
news—— 

Mr. Nigut. But you acknowledge that ini- 
tially we take a pretty big chunk of income 
tax—— 

The President. Not that big. I can’t give 
you the exact figure, but it’s not enormous, 
and it will be far more offset by growth. 
Housing sales, incidentally, were up yester- 
day. I don’t know; I didn’t hear that on the 
top of the news last night. It may have been 
in there somewhere, but it’s very difficult to 
get any good news out. That’s good news for 
America. 

Mr. Nigut. Let me turn to another ques- 
tion. 


The Economy 


Q. Four years ago, I voted for you, and 
I was a freshman in college. And now it’s 
4 years later, and I just graduated. I’ve 
worked really hard in school, and I was look- 
ing forward to entering the job market. But 
I'm very undecided about the whole eco- 
nomic issue, and I’m already discouraged be- 
fore I’ve even started. What is your economic 
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plan to have someone offer me who’s just 
entering the job market? 

The President. You're caught up in what 
has been a global recession. It’s not just the 
United States. Ill take my share of the blame 
for the United States. I’m not going to take 
all of it because I think there’s a lot of fault 
as to how things can be better. But this agen- 
da for American’s renewal that puts emphasis 
on investment is job-creating. I mentioned 
the homebuyers tax credit. I might talk about 
an investment tax allowance; it would stimu- 
late job creation. You know I’m for the cap- 
ital gains reduction. And the opposition—ex- 
cept I think Mr. Perot may e for it—but 
the opposition says this is a tax break for the 
rich. It is not. It is to stimulate entrepreneur- 
ship, the creation of new businesses. 

So I would suggest that the best answer 
to the economic recovery which is needed 
are these incentives that I’ve proposed as re- 
cently as January of this year, all hung up 
by a Congress that has to win by having 
things bad. I wouldn’t be sitting here prob- 
ably if the economy was growing at 3.5 or 
4 percent, and it’s not. But I think these in- 
centives that I proposed are the way to make 
the economy grow. 

Herein I have a big difference with Gov- 
ernor Clinton. He says, “grow the economy,” 
get the Government to use what he calls in- 
vestment. Government investment does not 
create the kind of job that you’re looking for. 
It creates bureaucracy. 

Mr. Nigut. Have you made a decision at 
least tentatively about which of the three 
Presidential candidates you believe has the 
kind of programs that will make sure you'll 
find good work down the road? 

Q. Well, like I said before, I voted for the 
President 4 years ago. So to begin with, I 
was leaning toward him, but now I’ve gone 
back and forth just because of the different 
economic plans. I’m just not sure. 

The President. Let me throw in another 
selling point. [Laughter] Four years ago you 
were a college freshman. Did you ever worry 
about nuclear war back then? Did you? You 
worry less about it now. But most kids that 
vintage, 4 years ago, would share the same 
fear of nuclear war that their parents had. 


We've changed all that. 
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All I ask is to be judged on the whole 
record, and I really think that’s dramatic. 
Forty-three more countries are free and 
democratic, since I've become President, 
around the world. You’ve got ancient en- 
emies talking to themselves. That may not 
affect the job market, but it does affect the 
climate in which we’re going to grow and cre- 
ate opportunity. 

Again, I get back to—last night I had this 
big argument with him about exports. Ex- 
ports are going to save the job market. 
They're the only thing that saved it in this 
slow growth or in a recession. 


Health Care 


Mr. Nigut. Mr. President, we have a voter 
here who is very concerned about health care 
and who has said frankly that he has been 
a supporter of yours in the past but needs 
to hear more from you about the whole issue 
of health care before he makes up his mind. 

Q. I think the American people under- 
stand your ability as a leader and to lead us 
in international affairs. I think we understand 
that that’s really second to none, and we ap- 
preciate the job that you’ve done in the last 
4 years. We also believe, I think, that if you 
understand us and our domestic problems as 
well as you understand the international af- 
fairs, that you will do as good a job here as 
you've done internationally. The question is, 
have you lost touch with America? Have you 
lost touch with us? 

My case in point is health care. When you 
have a monopoly such as the health care sys- 
tem, and I do mean monopoly because you 
have pills that cost, for 20 pills they cost $500. 
That’s monopoly because without that this 
person is not going to survive. What do you 
do about the inequities in the health care 
system? You want a ca 

Mr. Nigut. [Inaudible|—I understand 
your concern, and you're asking a terrific 
question. But if we could give the President 
a chance to respond. 

Q. Basically, it’s the inequities in the 
health care system that are there. I can’t af- 
ford health care in 5 years with the way it’s 
going up. As a middle class person it will 
be out of sight. I’ve had a doctor say we can’t 
do an operation for a loved one because I 
didn’t have enough insurance. What’s going 
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to happen to the rest of us if middle class 
America is being squeezed? 

The President. That's a very good ques- 
tion. Let me tell you, you know why some 
of the doctors say that, or why the doctors 
say you've got to have five tests instead of 
one? Because they're afraid of being sued. 
They're afraid of these malicious lawsuits. 
Part of my health reform plan is to put a 
cap on these malicious lawsuits. 

The trial lawyers have a very powerful 
lobby. And you go look up where the con- 
tributions come a People talk about lob- 
bies and power groups; the trial lawyers are 
solidly behind Governor Clinton. He refuses 
to do anything about malpractice. And you’re 
right, $25 billion to $50 billion in additional 
costs come from malpractice. 

Now, that’s part of the answer. But that’s 
why the doctors are telling you this. Some 
of them give up practicing medicine. Some 
people give up coaching Little League be- 
cause they’re afraid of being sued. Some peo- 
ple see a wreck along the ~~ and they 
want to stop and help their fellow man, and 
they say, “I’m not going to do it because I 
read about a lawsuit that wiped out a guy 
like me. I moved his head, and the next thing, 
he dies, and I’m sued for trying to be a good 
Samaritan.” 

Mr. Nigut. Are you convinced that elimi- 
nating frivolous lawsuits, or, allegedly frivo- 
lous lawsuits, are the first big step, or is the 
problem much larger than that? 

Q. I don’t think that’s the issue. I don’t 


think the people—— 
The Prosident. I thought you asked about 


the doctors. 

Q. No, I agree that that should be taken 
care of, but I don’t believe the person at the 
lower income that needs just basic health 
care is being addressed by attacking the law- 
suit issue. They’re just worried that 

The Presi . Well, let me finish then. 
I got cut off. 

Mr. Nigut. Let’s let him respond. 

The President. I think we have the best 
health care reform plan. What it does, it pro- 
vides vouchers to the poorest of the poor. 
There are a lot of people, 40, 38 million peo- 
ple that have no insurance. It provides insur- 
ance to the poorest of the poor. For the mid- 
dle income, it provides tax credits and breaks, 
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so it’s the equivalent of a sustenance there 
to help you bu -_ insurance. It keeps the Gov- 
ernment out o 

My big argument with Government and 
Clinton, he wants another Government 
board to set prices. Anytime you have Gov- 
ernment intervention in the market, prices 
go up. So I believe our health care plan— 
and I hate guys that say, have you read my 
speech or looked at my program, and then 
make you read 30 pages—take a look at it 
because it does address itself to these ever- 
increasing costs. 

Mr. Nigut. Mr. President, thank you. 
We've got to take another quick break, and 
we'll be back after this. 


[At this point, the television station took a 
commercial break. | 


Mr. Nigut. We're back with more ques- 
tions for the President. We talked a little 
about health care before the break and we 
have a followup question. 

Q. I think all of your proposals for access 
to health care are great, Put we need money 
now for preventative care. Our funding for 
AZT ran out this year, and we need money 
to get into the neighborhoods and teach pre- 
natal care so that we don’t have the expensive 
burdens on the other end. I want to ask how 
you can help us with that. 

The President. Well, 1 would only refer 
you to the fact that money from the Federal 
Government for health care has increased 
dramatically. The problem you have is you 
don’t have unlimited resources. Take AIDS 
funding on research, for example. We've 
doubled, in the last 4 years, the Federal par- 
ticipation in research and treatment and all 
of this. We're up to $4.9 billion, 10 times 
as much for AIDS victims as per cancer vic- 
tim, what the Federal Government can do. 
We're operating at these enormous deficits. 
And so, I'd like to sit here and say, the Fed- 
eral Government can solve this problem, or 
the Federal Government can solve the prob- 
lems of urban America by spending more. 
I don’t believe we can do it. 

I think the best thing the Federal Govern- 
ment can do is to continue to be as compas- 
sionate as possible on funding for health care. 
It’s way up, believe me; just look at the num- 
bers. But it’s got to be done as much as pos- 
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sible by participation of others also. We can- 
not do it and then say, “Well, I’m going to 
get the deficit down.” You can’t be taxed 
much more. 

So the President is faced with the problem: 
How do you help these hospitals for the indi- 
gent, and yet, how do you protect the tax- 
payer's wallet. I’ve concluded that we've got 
about the right balance for what we can do 
right now. 

Mr. Nigut. What do we spend at a Grady 
hospital on a baby who is born ‘ed 
because of a lack of prenatal care: 

Q. As much as $100,000 in a year. 

Mr. Nigut. So the question, of course, is, 
are you robbing Peter to pay Paul on this? 

The President. | don’t get the question. 

Mr. Nigut. In the sense that, without pre- 
natal care and spending for prenatal care, you 
end up getting bigger bills down the road? 

The President. Spending for prenatal 
care—my point is—it’s up by the Federal 
Government. My point is, I don’t believe 
anybody can say the Federal Government 
alone can solve the problems of prenatal 
care. We've got a great Secretary of HHS. 
He comes right from Atlanta, Lou Sullivan, 
one of the outstanding medical people. He 
was head of Morehouse College here. I think 
he’s reached about as good a sensitive bal- 
ance in terms of support for programs like 
this as he can do, if he is restricted on the 
funds. 

‘We're operating at such big deficits. I 
don’t like to sound hopeless, but I say we 
have increased support for all of these things. 
Somebody's got to be responsible to the tax- 
payer or to the young woman who is trying 
to get a job, and they all interact. So I hope 
we can help more. 

Mr. Nigut. All right. We'll try to get a few 
more questions. 


Family Values 


Q. I’m a divorced father, and I support 
four children. During your campaign, you’ve 
allowed the Vice President and others to 
make family values a political issue. I just 
wondered why you did that. And if you could 
go back, since you’re running a distant sec- 
ond now in the polls, if you could go back, 
would you change that as being an issue? 
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The President. Oh, no. No. I think family 
values is critical. Now, if you’re talking about 
am I trying to define that a one-parent family 
is no good and two-parent families are per- 
fect, that’s not the case. I’m talking about 
when Mayor Bradley of Los Angeles came 
to see me, along with other mayors, he said 
the major concern of urban decay is the de- 
cline of family values. He was talking about 
discipline. He was talking about respect. He 
was talking about helping people to learn. 
He was talking about respect for law enforce- 
ment. He was talking about strengthening 
the family through choice, or I’m talking 
about it in child care or schools. 

So please, I wouldn’t go back because I 
believe family is important. When Barbara 
reads to these children, she’s trying to say, 
“Hey, parents ought to read to kids.” When 
you talk about discipline, Federal Govern- 
ment can’t do that. But respect for the law 
is a family value, respect for your parents. 

So I’m glad you gave me a chance to clear 
it up because nobody is saying single parents 
are wrong. My respect for you, supporting 
four kids is great. My respect for the father 
that runs away from the mother and leaves 
her to do it without any support has—I think 
that’s disgraceful. So we’re trying to pass laws 
to reform the welfare system, and I’m glad 
you gave me a chance to clear it up. 

Mr. Nigut. Very quickly—I want to get 
other people in, but you're shaking your 


head. 


Black Americans 


Q. I still don’t believe that the issue that 
I presented to you was answered. I mean, 
I 

The President. What is your question 
again, ma’am? 

Q. but I still think you should let us 
know what can you do to make us believe 
that you are qualified to be a black Afro- 
American people President? 

The President. Well, | thought I just told 
you that the best thing to do is to bring jobs 
and hope to the inner city, to do things dif- 
ferent, and to get some people in the Con- 
gress that agree with me instead of trying 
to perpetuate the hopelessness that’s brought 
to bear on some of these neighborhoods. 
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I think welfare reform is important. I be- 
lieve making people learn and work when 
they're on welfare is important. Now, you 
may disagree with me. But I think depend- 
ency on welfare is terrible. Give people a bet- 
ter break in education. Give them a better 
break in health care. But then let everybody 
else pitch in and be part of the American 
dream. I think we’re doing tremendous 
amounts in terms of helping people, and I 
want to make it so people can help them- 
selves more. 

Now, I’ve told you housing programs and 
all of this. But maybe we just disagree. But 
I'd say to black Americans, don’t be taken 
for granted all the time. Don’t vote that 
straight lever and go right down the way your 
predecessors did, and then wake up in de- 
spair. Try something different. 

Mr. Nigut. I’m sorry, another question if 
we can. 


School Choice 


Q. My statement and question is about 
education. Seeing that some middle class tax- 
payers are actually saving the government 
State and Federal money by making se 
sacrifices, like my husband and I to send our 
daughter to private school, could it be pos- 
sible for some of us that we work so hard 
to give our children a good education, get 
a tax break, such as a rebate in school taxes? 

Mr. Nigut. I think you’ve just been served 
up a home run pitch here, Mr. President. 
[Laughter.] 

The President. Well, I have. 

Forty-six percent of the public school- 
teachers in Chicago send their kids to private 
school. I have a big difference with Governor 
Clinton on this one. I believe, and our “GI 
bill” for kids suggests, if it worked for the 
GI bill for people coming after World War 
II—the Government said, here’s the money, 
to the family, to the soldiers, and you go to 
the school of your choice, private, public, or 
religious. And the State schools got better 
if they weren’t chosen. Public schools, exactly 
the same thing: Give the parents a voucher, 
if they go to public school or private school, 
or religious school. And that then starts, as 
it has in Milwaukee, competition. And the 
schools not chosen, the public schools are 
getting better. There’s a black woman up 
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there named Polly Williams, a big, strong 
Democrat, and she thinks that her kid was 
maligned by the public school system. She 
was given, under their program, choice. She 
sent that kid to a private school, and now 
he’s a high attainer. The school that wasn’t 
chosen is doing much better because they 
have to compete. So we’ve got the program 
for you. 

Q. As far as my question goes, I don’t think 
I quite get—what I was asking is, we, as mid- 
dle class taxpayers trying to make a sacrifice 
to send our daughter to private school. It’s 
a misconception that people seem to think 
that everybody that sends their children to 
private school is well off or rich, and we are 
not. My question was, is it possible that in 
the future you will have a program that will 
look at us, at middle class Americans trying 
to work hard 

The President. Our program gives you a 
break. Our program gives you a break so you 
can get assistance in sending your—to the 
school of your choice. School choice, reli- 
gious, private, public, that’s what I favor, and 
you re just exactly the guy that would benefit 
from our program. Help me get it through 
the Congress. 

Mr. Nigut. Well, we have so many people, 
Mr. President, who would like to still ask you 
questions. Their hands are in the air, but un- 
fortunately, we've come to the end of our 
time. So what I want to do is finish by saying, 
thank you very much. We are truly delighted 
you could be with us tonight. 

The President. It’s like the last inning. I 
love baseball. Played it; love it. Remember 
the last inning of the Braves game when ev- 
erybody went to the exits, and the Braves 
knocked it out of the park. Now they're in 
the World Series. Great pride. That’s exactly 
what’s going to happen in this election. So 
stay tuned. 

Mr. Nigut. Last 2 weeks, we'll watch you 
carefully. Thank you, sir, very much. And 
thanks to our audience for all their wonderful 
questions. 


Note: The question-and-answer session 
began at 10:02 a.m. at the WSB-TV studios. 
WSB-TV newsman Bill Nigut served as mod- 
erator for the session. 
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Remarks on Beginning the 
Whistlestop Tour in Norcross, 
Georgia 

October 20, 1992 


The President. What a great Georgia day. 
Thank you for that great welcome. It is great 
to be in the land of the free and the home 
of the Braves. Thank you all very much. 

You know, everywhere I go I see signs that 
say “Clean House!” We need more Members 
of Congress like Newt Gingrich. And I’m de- 
lighted to have been introduced by him. So 
send us more like Newt and also, while we’re 
at it, let’s clean Senate and elect Paul 
Coverdell to the United States Senate. 

I am very proud to have at my side today 
the Governor of South Carolina, Carroll 
Campbell, one of the outstanding Governors 
in the entire United States. I’m glad he’s 
here, and of course, my friend and supporter 
in the Senate, Strom Thurmond. I'll vee. 
he does a great job for this country. May I 
thank Brooks Coleman, our master of cere- 
monies. And may I salute the world’s best 
First Lady, Barbara Bush. I’m proud she’s 
out here today. 

Audience members: Barbara! 
Barbara! 

The President. And | like all these signs 
around here. I referred to that one the other 
night, last night in the debate. I love it. And 
we're going to show them on November 3d 
exactly how it works. 

You know, baseball is like politics. So for- 
get about all these polls. Forget people tell- 
ing you how you think. On election day, on 


Barbara! 


election day we’re going to show America 

that it ain’t over until Cabrera swings, and 

that is exactly the way it’s going to be. 
Anybody out here see the debate last 


is we had a chance to lay out the differences, 
the choice for the American people: a vast 
difference between experience, a vast dif- 
ference on philosophy, and a vast difference 
on character and confidence in the United 
States. I hope I stand for all four, and I chal- 
lenge my opponent on all four. 

You know, there was one scary moment 
in that debate last night, and that’s when 
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Governor Clinton said that he would do for 
America what he’s done for Arkansas. You 
talk about a real threat. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. Here he is, running with 
Mr. Ozone, Senator Gore, and Arkansas is 
50th in the environmental initiatives; 49th in 
high school dropouts; 45th in overall well- 
being of children; 75 percent of the kids that 
graduate from high school have to get reme- 
dial reading, remedial education when they 
go to college; and their income and their jobs 
and their wages lag the Nation. We cannot 
let him do for the United States what he’s 
already done to Arkansas. 

I’ve got to admit, I agreed with the feisty 
little guy from Dallas on one thing, when he 
said the grocery store is no preparation for 


Wal-Mart. I thought that was a pretty good 
line. Let me put it in baseball terms: The 
Little League ain’t any preparation for the 
Atlanta Braves, either. 

You know, we had a chance to talk about 
the economy. And yes, we've been going 


through some tough times, but what we don’t 
need is a dose of lousy medicine. He wants 
to raise taxes by $150 billion and increase 
spending by $220 billion. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. And we cannot let him do 
that to the United States. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. And you know who's going 
to pay it. He says, “I’m going to sock the 
rich.” That won’t get him any money at all. 
What he’s going to do is sock it to the cab 
driver and the nurse and the beautician and 
the housewife. I will protect against all these 
tax increases that Clinton wants to load on 
you, the taxpayer. 

You know, I’ve got a difference in philoso- 
phy. I think that we’re taxing too much and 
spending too much. He wants to tax more 
and spend more. Do not let this happen to 
the United States of America. 

I believe in a State like Georgia one of 
the things that’s going to save us and lead 
the recovery is more exports, more free and 
fair trade. I will continue to fight to expand 
our exports, because we have the best work- 
ers, the best products anywhere in the world. 
Let them have competition in foreign mar- 
kets, and we will create more American jobs. 
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Another big difference—I can’t even re- 
member whether I mentioned it last night; 
I think I did—is the difference I have with 
him on legal reform. I want to reform our 
legal system and stop these crazy lawsuits. 
We've gone too far. Doctors are afraid to 
practice medicine; Little League guys are 
afraid to coach; somebody along the highway 
sees a victim, and they're afraid to ~ be- 
cause if they move the body a little bit to 
bring comfort, somebody’s going to sue them 
for doing the wrong thing. We sue each other 
too much and care for each other too little 
in this country. And we’ve got to change that. 

You saw the differences last night on edu- 
cation. I want to give parents the right to 
choose their schools, a htie. private, or reli- 
gious. Give the rmieidle class a break. Give 
the middle class a little relief. 

Health care: He wants to put a Govern- 
ment board in there. I want to reform health 
care and make insurance available to all, the 
poorest of the poor, give the middle class 
a break on it. Keep the Government out of 
the health care business, and let’s compete 
and make our health care the best and most 
affordable in the entire world. 

Very candidly, we’ve got a big difference 
on crime. I was delighted the other day when 
the FOP, the Fraternal Police Officers came 
up to Washington from Little Rock, Arkan- 
sas, and that police group endorsed me for 
President of the United States. They did it 
because I agree with Strom Thurmond, who 
is fighting for tough anticrime legislation. We 
need to support the police officers more and 
have a little less sympathy for the criminals 
themselves. 

I am for reforming Government. I am with 
Newt Gingrich and Strom Thurmond be- 
cause I want a balanced budget amendment 
to the Constitution. I want a line-item veto. 
I want to give you, the people, a taxpayer 
check-off. So we must compel the Congress 
to get this Federal deficit down. And I want 
to give the Congress back to the people by 
having term limits up there, too. There are 
term limits on the President—term limits for 
the Members of Congress. 

Lastly, I made a distinction last night. Gov- 
ernor Clinton said in Richmond, it’s not the 
character of the President that counts, it’s 
the character of the Presidency. I repeat 
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today, especially to the young people, these 
two are inseparable. These two are insepa- 
rable. You cannot flip-flop on the issues every 
single time. One day you said you told the 
full truth on your sorry draft record, and the 
next day it comes out you haven't. 

On Desert Storm, that was a proud mo- 
ment for the sons and daughters of Georgia. 
Governor Clinton said, “Well, I probably was 
with the minority,” or “I supported the mi- 
nority, but I probably would have voted with 
the majority.” You cannot waffle. You cannot 
turn the White House into the waffle house. 

It is his pattern. It is his pattern of trying 
to be all things to all people. You simply can- 
not have a pattern of deception. You cannot 
separate the character of the Presidency 
from the character of the President. I have 
tried to be a faithful custodian of the trust 
you have placed in me. Barbara and I have 
tried to protect and revere the White House, 
where we are privileged to live, and I will 
do that for 4 more years. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. You cannot literally flip- 
flop on all these issues and lead. You cannot 
lead by misleading. You can’t say one day, 
“Well, I think Toronto is great, but I’m for 
the Braves.” You've got to take a position. 
I am for the Braves, courageously. 

My last point is simply this: The opposition 
would have you believe that the United 
States is a nation in decline. Governor Clin- 
ton said, well, we’re something less than, 
paraphrasing, we’re something less than Ger- 
many, but a little better than Sri Lanka. Let 
me tell him something. We are the best, the 
fairest, the most decent, and the strongest 
country on the face of the Earth. 

And yes, our economy needs fixing, but 
we're caught up in something global. We're 
in an interdependent world. Our economy, 
in spite of its ailment, is doing better than 
Germany and Japan and England and 
France. With our leadership and our agenda 
for America’s renewal, we are going to lead 
our way to economic recovery around the en- 
tire world, meaning jobs for the American 
worker. 

Thank you for this fantastic turnout, and 
don’t let him say we are second class. We 
are the United States, the freest, fairest, 
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greatest nation on the face of the Earth. And 
I need your support, and I ask for your vote. 
Thank you all, and God bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:15 p.m. on 
the observation deck of the Spirit of America 
train. 


Remarks to the Community in 
Gainesville, Georgia 
October 20, 1992 


The President. Thank you, Dow Williams. 
And thank you, Gainesville. What a fantastic 
rally. I am grateful to you, and it makes me 
think we are going to win this election. 

Let me just say how pleased I am to be 
accompanied on this trip by two of America’s 
greats: Governor Campbell, the Governor of 
South Carolina, and Senator Strom Thur- 
mond, the great United States Senator. And 
you know, everyplace I go I see signs that 
say, “Clean House!” Let me say let’s also 
clean Senate and send Paul Coverdell to the 
United States Senate. 

May I thank Dow Williams, who’s our mas- 
ter of ceremonies, and everybody responsible 
for this fantastic rally. And let me say this: 
One left me in Norcross. I expect I will see 
her in the White House Thursday night, but 
I am very proud of our First Lady, Barbara 
Bush, who sends you her very best. 

It is great to be in the land of the free 
and the home of the Braves. You know— 
you got it. This is what we’re going to do 
to Governor Clinton, Clinton-Gore. You 
know, baseball’s exactly like politics. So you 
forget about all these crazy polls. Don’t let 
these newscasters tell you what’s happening 
or how to vote. On election day we're going 
to show America it ain’t over ’til Cabrera 
swings, and that’s exactly the way it’s going 
to be. 

Anybody see that debate last night? Well, 
it seems to me we had a chance to lay out 
the difference before the American people. 
I was talking about a difference in experi- 
ence, a difference in philosophy, and yes, a 
difference in character. And I think all three 
of those things matter. 
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The scariest moment of that debate was 
when Governor Clinton said he wanted to 
do for the United States what he’s done to 
Arkansas. That scares me. We cannot have 
that. I hate to ruin a beautiful rally on a sunny 
day in Gainesville, but let me tell you some- 
thing: Arkansas is the 50th out of 50 States 
in environmental initiatives; 49th in high 
school diplomas; 45th in well-being of chil- 
dren; ak incomes and jobs and wages lag 
the entire Nation. We do not need that for 
the greatest country on the face of the Earth. 

Audience . Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. | thought 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Four more! 

You know, I agreed with one thing that 
Ross Perot said. He said, the grocery store 
is no preparation for Wal-Mart, and I think 
he’s right. This is the big leagues. You can’t 
have it both ways on every issue. You've got 
to say what you think, admit your mistakes, 
and lead and not waffle. I am that kind of 
a leader, and the other man is the waffler. 

I had a chance to point out last night— 
he didn’t like it a bit—that Governor Clinton 
has already said he wants to raise your taxes 
by $150 billion. He wants to spend 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. I’m sorry. He wants to 
spend $220 billion. He says he'll take it all 
from the rich. All you cab drivers, all you 
nurses, all you boys club workers, all you 
watch out, because he’s coming right after 
your wallet, coming right after it. We are not 
going to let him tax the American people any- 
more. 

He wants trickle-down Government. We 
do not need bigger Government in Washing- 
ton, DC. We need to control that growth in 
spending, give the over-taxed taxpayer a little 
relief, and get this deficit down. That is my 
program. 

Georgia is a great export State. We create 
a lot of export jobs here. I think exports are 
going to lead our way to a new prosperity 
for the entire world. Let’s not go back to pro- 
tection. Let’s open up those foreign mabe 
to Georgia’s goods. Our American workers 
can outproduce any workers, any part of the 
world. We are the best. 
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Everybody here knows this, but it is small 
business that creates the new jobs. Two- 
thirds of the new jobs come from small busi- 
nesses. And the small businesses need relief 
from taxation, regulation, litigation. Clinton 
would sock the taxpayer with more. I say no, 
lighten up on ml business, and let them 
create jobs. 

Last night, I can’t remember whether we 
talked about it in the debate, but one big 
difference I have with this man is he doesn’t 
care about these lawsuits. My view is we are 
suing each other too much and caring for 
each other too little. We ought to do some- 
thing about these crazy lawsuits. We spend 
over $200 billion a year on lawyers, and that’s 
too much. We've got some darn good ones, 
and I hope they’re here. But we've got to 
put a cap on these crazy lawsuits. 

Last night, we showed a big difference on 
education. We've got a lot of kids here. 1 
think it’s time to give the parents the choice 
and the help to send their kids to the schools 
they want, public, private, or religious. I 
think it’s time we have a new health care 
system that makes insurance available to the 
poorest of the poor, gives the middle class 
a tax break, but does not turn it over to the 
Federal Government. The Federal Govern- 
ment can’t run the post office too well, and 
we ought to do better in health care. 

On crime, I’ve got a fundamental dif- 
ference with the Governor, because I believe 
we ought to be a little more sympathetic to 
the victims of crime and a little less sympa- 
thetic to the criminals themselves. In Arkan- 
sas, prisoners spend 20 percent of their term 
in jail. In the Federal system it is 85. We 
do not need to be more lenient; we need 
to back up the families and the law enforce- 
ment officers and bring law and order back 
to our communities. 

You know, one of the best visits I’ve had 
as President of the United States is when a 
group of young men from the Fraternal 
Order of Police came to see me, and they 
were from Little Rock, Arkansas, endorsing 
me for President of the United States. 

Last night, we talked about reforming 
Government. I do believe we need to get 
this deficit down, and here’s three ways to 
do it: Give me what many of the Governors 
have. Give me a balanced budget amend- 
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ment, and make this Congress save money. 
Give me a line-item veto. Forty-three Gov- 
ernors have it. Let the President draw a line 
through those wasteful programs. Congress 
can’t do it. Give me the chance. 


I want a check-off on the tax returns so 
if a person says, “I’m concerned about the 
deficit,” they can check off 10 percent of 
their tax they send to the Government, and 
then the Congress and the President must 
reduce the deficit by that much. Discipline 
the Federal Government. 


One other idea where I have a big dif- 
ference with the status quo and with Gov- 
ernor Clinton and Mr. Gore is I believe that 
we ought to have term limits on the Mem- 
bers of the United States Congress. 


I do believe character counts. We're talk- 
ing about the Presidency. We are talking 
about who is privileged and honored to serve 
in that hallowed White House. Character 
counts, and I don’t believe you can flip-flop 
on every issue. 


Governor Clinton is on one side of the war. 
He was saying, “Well, I agree with the minor- 
ity, but I guess I would have voted for the 
majority.” When you're President, you've got 
to make a tough decision. We did it, and 
Georgia’s sons and daughters behaved with 
honor, and we kicked Saddam Hussein all 
the way out of Kuwait. And we restored the 
honor of the United States. 


Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. My objection 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Four more! 

My concern about Governor Clinton is 
there is a pattern of deception. It flip-flops. 
It’s on the right-to-work laws. It’s on free 
trade. It was on the war itself. It was on term 
limits. You cannot be all things to all people. 
You can’t say one day, “Well, I’m for the Blue 
Jays, but maybe I'll be for the Atlanta 
Braves.” I’m for the Braves, and that’s the 
way it is. 

Listen, you guys—— 

[At this point, the audience chanted the 
Braves cheer. | 
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The President. Wasn't that great? You 
know, I'll make one serious comment here 
that transcends politics. But I know all Geor- 
gians, everyone in the United States was 
upset when we saw the Canada flag inadvert- 
ently, by mistake—everyone’s human—make 
an error, and their flag was flown upside 
down. This morning I apologized to the peo- 
ple of Canada. They understand. They are 
our friends and our allies. They have respect 
for our flag, aud we have respect for theirs. 
They are great people, and I hope they come 
in second in the World Series. 

In conclusion, let me say this: In the Rich- 
mond debate—maybe some of you had to 
suffer through that one—Governor Clinton 
said, it’s not the character of the President, 
it’s the character of the Presidency. And I 
said, no, you can’t separate the two. When 
I see these kids out here, I am more deter- 
mined than ever not only to serve with honor, 
not only to show compassion and concern for 
the people of this country, but to enact the 
programs that are going to help the young 
people and lead them to a new prosperity 
and a new hope. 

We have literally changed the world. 
These kids go to bed at night without the 
same fear of nuclear war that their mothers 
and their dads and their older brothers and 
their sisters had. That is dramatic change. 
And because of our leadership we are, in- 
deed, the most respected nation in the world. 
Now help me take that same leadership and 
lift up the American people, because our best 
days are ahead. We are the United States. 

May God bless the United States of Amer- 
ica. Thank you all very, very much. What a 
great rally. Thank you. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Thank you so much. 
Thank you all. Great rally. Thank you, 
Gainesville. Thank you, Georgia. Thank you, 
the United States of America. We are going 
to win this election. Thank you so much. All 


aboard! 


Note: The President spoke at 2:25 p.m. on 
the observation deck of the Spirit of America 
train. 
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Remarks to the Community in 
Cornelia, Georgia 
October 20, 1992 


The President. Thank you all very much. 
Thank you. Four more! Thank you all very, 
very much. Thank you for this great Cornelia, 
Georgia, welcome. It’s a beautiful day in 
Georgia, and it’s a bright day for the United 
States. We are going to win this election. 

You know, all across the country I see 
signs, “Clean House!” I'd like to see a new 
Congressman in Washington, Dan Becker. 
But while we’re talking about it, while we're 
talking about it, let’s do something great. 
Let’s clean Senate and send Paul Coverdell 
to the United States Senate. 

I was so pleased to be accompanied on 
this trip by one of the truly great American 
public figures, Senator Strom Thurmond of 
South Carolina. What a great American he 
is. And also proud to have at my side in this 
campaign, as in the last, one of the great 
young, upcoming Governors of the country, 
Governor Carroll Campbell of South Caro- 
lina. 

And may I thank Russ Spangler for arrang- 
ing all of this, being our master of cere- 
monies. And let me say this: I am sorry that 
she’s not with us. She was in Norcross and 
is now off in another State. But I think in 
Barbara Bush we have the best First Lady 
in a long, long time. She sends her love. She 
sends her love. And let me put it this way: 
It’s great to be in the land of the free and 
the home of the Braves. Chop em. 

Forget all these polls. Forget them. We 
are going to win on election day. We're going 
to show America it ain’t over ’til Cabrera 
swings. And by the way, I'll make a confes- 
sion. I don’t like—I don’t watch them any- 
more—lI don’t like these Sunday morning in- 
side-the-beltway talk shows emanating xs 
Washington. I’m going to sic Rick Flair on 
some of those talking heads. I’m glad he’s 
here with us today, great American sports fig- 
ure and a wonderful guy. 

Now, I’ve got to ask you a question: Did 
anyone see the debate last night? Well, it 
seems to me we had a good, clean shot to 
go right into the living rooms across Georgia 
and across the United States and to lay out 
a choice for the American people, a vast dif- 
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ference in experience, a vast difference in 
the philosophy, and a vast difference in char- 
acter among those who want to be President. 
A scary moment in the debate came when 
Governor Clinton said, “I want to do for 
America what I’ve done to Arkansas.” We 
can’t let that happen. 
Audience members 


. Boo-o-o! 

The President. Hey, listen, we've got a 
lovely day out here. But let me just click off 
a few statistics. I don’t want to sound like 
Governor Clinton, but I’ve got a few statistics 
of my own. Fiftieth, here’s Arkansas for you, 
50th in environment initiatives; 49th in 
schools, students with high school diplomas; 
45th in the overall well-being of children; in- 
come, jobs, wages lag the entire Nation. We 
must not let him do to us what he has done 
to Arkansas. 

My feisty little friend from Texas, Ross 

Perot, had one thing right. He said the gro- 
cery store is no preparation for Wal-Mart. 
Well, I think the man’s on to something. 
But a know, on the economy, we’ve had 
a tough time. We’re caught up in a global 
slowdown, in some areas, a global recession. 
Governor Clinton talks about the United 
States being less than Germany and more 
than Sri Lanka. He ought to open his eyes. 
We are still, in spite of our problems, the 
envy of the world. What I want to do is help 
America—jobs recover. The way not to do 
that is do what Clinton wants. He wants to 
raise your taxes by $150 billion and spend 
$220 billion more just for openers out of 
peewee a DC, and we cannot let him do 
that to the American people. 

He says, “Oh, let’s let the rich guys pay 
it.” There aren’t enough of them. There are 
not enough Ross Perots out there. The mid- 
dle class is going to have to pay. So do not 
elect somebody that starts out of the box say- 
ing, “I want to raise your taxes, and I want 
to increase spending.” 

It is my belief that Government taxes too 
much and spends too much. Help me right- 
size the Congress, right-size the Federal ex- 
ecutive branch, and right-size the Govern- 
ment. With the new Members of Congress 
coming there, we are going to be able to sit 
down with them and change things and pro- 
tect the taxpayer and the young people of 
this country. 
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I want to create more jobs. Exports have 
saved us. We have the most productive work- 
ers in the entire world, and I want to see 
us create more jobs in this country that will 
sell more competitively abroad. We can do 
it, and I believe we will. 

We've got to reform our health care sys- 
tem. I think it’s a crying shame that doctors 
don’t dare deliver babies because they're 
afraid of a lawsuit. Or some of you guys won't 
coach Little League because you're worried 
some nutty parent's goin to sue you, or some 
lawyer will get ahold of them. Or you pass 
an automobile accident on the street, and 
you're afraid to stop-and help somebody be- 
cause you're afraid a lawyer will come along, 
get the family of the victim to sue you. We 
can’t do that. We've got to sue each other 
less and care for each other more. I need 
your help to make that change in this coun- 
try. 
The hope of the country is the young peo- 
ple here. The hope of the country are the 
Raiders. And we ought to give them the best 
possible education. That’s why I favor school 
choice for parents, public, private, or reli- 
gious schools. Help the parents strengthen 
the American family. The liberals don’t like 
it when I talk about family values, but let 
me tell you something: When you come here 
to the State of Georgia, I think the Nation 
understands what I mean. We need to 
strengthen the American family through 
choice, teaching discipline, respect for the 
law enforcement officers. Help me strength- 
en the American family. ye one way you 
do that is by getting better, tougher anticrime 
legislation. 

Let me tell you this: In Arkansas, people 
go to jail, and they spend 20 percent of their 
term in jail. Under the Federal law, it’s 85 
percent. Let’s pass some laws that have a lit- 
tle more concern for the police officers and 
the victims of crime and a little less for the 
criminals. 

You know, one of the great meetings—I 
have been privileged to be your President 
and have a lot of fascinating meetings in that 
marvelous Oval Office—one of the very best 
was when I met with eight men from Little 
Rock, Arkansas, the other day. Grassroots, 
they could be the neighbors of everybody 


here in Cornelia. They came and said, “We 


Oct. 20 / Administration of George Bush, 1992 


are for you.” And they were the Fraternal 
Order of Police of Little Rock, Arkansas. 
That says something about who’s going to 
support the law enforcement. 

Now, give me your help in this next term 
in reforming the Government. Give me a bal- 
anced budget amendment. Make us live 
within our means. Give me a check-off that 
says every taxpayer can check up to 10 per- 
cent of his tax returns to go to lowering the 
deficit, and make the Congress adjust. If they 
won't, cut it across the board. Give the peo- 
ple the power. And give me those line-item 
vetoes so I can cut out the pork and protect 
you, the taxpayer. While we're at it, I’d like 
to see term limits for the United States Con- 
gress. They've been around there too long. 
The President of the—the Presidency’s term 
is limited. Let’s give the Congress back to 
the people by limiting those terms. 

You know, I had a chance last night in the 
debate to point it out, but Governor Clinton 
in the Richmond debate said, it’s not the 
character of the President; it is the character 
of the Presidency. Let me tell you something. 
They are inseparable. They are locked. Bar- 
bara and I have tried to be good stewards 
and custodian of the American dream and 
of that precious White House. And we have 
exemplified, I hope, enough courage and 
enough statesmanship to merit the trust of 
the American people. 

But character is important, and you cannot 
in that Oval Office be all things to all people. 
You go forward, and if you make a mistake, 
you say, “Hey, listen, I was wrong about that 
one.” But you keep on going, serving the 
people. Governor Clinton tries to be on every 
side of every issue, and you cannot have that 
as President of the United States. 

I am very proud of the courage and back- 
ing I got from Georgia when I had the tough- 
est decision of my life to make, and that is 
whether you send somebody else’s son or 
daughter to fight for this country. I fought 
for my country, and that helped. But I'll say 
to you as President, it is not an easy decision. 
And Georgia backed me. The people here 
did. 

But Governor Clinton said, “Well, I agreed 
with the minority”’—meaning let sanctions 
work and all of that; let’s not commit our- 
selves—“but on the other hand, I would have 
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voted with the majority.” You cannot waffle 
as President of the United States of America. 
If he were a baseball fan he’d say, “Well, 
I’m for the Blue Jays. But then, on the other 
hand, I may be for the Braves.” I’m for the 
Braves, taking a firm commitment here. Give 
it to em. [Applause] You're right. 

Let me say this: It’s like Harry—remem- 
ber Harry Truman? They'd say, “Give ’em 
hell, Harry.” And he said, “Look, I just tell 
the truth, and they think it’s hell.” I just tell 
the truth, and he thinks it’s hell. 

You know, I believe we’re going to win 
this election. I'm absolutely confident in my 
heart of hearts. Don’t believe these crazy 
polls. Don’t believe these nutty pollsters. 
Don’t let these guys tell you what you think. 
You have a debate, you see what you think. 
And then 2 seconds later some crackpot 
comes on and tells you what you think. We 
don’t need that in the United States. They 
don’t like it, but that’s the truth. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Four more! That’s what 
we need to get this job done. 

Audience rs. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Let me tell you some- 
thing. You know, these days have been some 
difficult times. I’ve been blessed. You saw 
one of my sons here and my twin grand- 
daughters here. And like a lot of people in 
this audience, I’ve been blessed by strong 
family, a wonderful wife to back you up when 
the going is tough. I want to serve 4 more 
years because I really want to help people. 

I think we've got the best answer in health 
care. I think we've got the best answer in 
education. And there’s another reason: I 
don’t believe for one single minute that this 
Nation is a nation in decline. I’ve served; I 
understand the world. We're caught in some- 
thing international here, and it is the United 
States of America that is going to lead the 
way to better lives for our people here, but 
also for a better world. And I want to con- 
tinue this job. 

I am grateful that these high school kids 
here go to bed at night without the same 
fear of nuclear war that their older brothers 
and their sisters had. And that happened 


under my Presidency. 
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So don’t let people try to get into the 
White House by telling everything that is 
wrong with this great country. We are the 
greatest, the fairest, the best nation on the 
face of the Earth. And may God bless our 
country. And thank you for this tremendous 
support. Thank you so much. I'll never forget 
it. A beautiful day in Georgia. Thank you. 
This gets me fired up for the next one. I 
can’t tell you what this has done for my spir- 
its. Thank you very, very much. God. bless 
you all. Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 4:15 p.m. on 
the observation deck of the Spirit of America 
train. In his remarks, he te we to profes- 
sional wrestler Rick Flair. 


Remarks to the Community in 
Spartanburg, South Carolina 


October 20, 1992 


The President. Wall to wall people. Thank 
you all. This has been a wonderful day, taking 
this train through Georgia and South Caro- 
lina. This is the icing on the cake. I am de- 
lighted to be with your great Senator and my 
great friend, Strom Thurmond. When you 
talk about a national leader, you’ve got a 
great Governor in Carroll Campbell, re- 
spected all across this country. I salute him, 
and I salute Iris. And I’m delighted to have 
Rick Flair on our side. I want to thank Barry 
Wynn and all of you who helped make this 
rally such a fantastic success. 

You know, everyplace I go, I see signs that 
say, “Clean House!” Well, I’ve got an idea: 
Send Bob Inglis to the United States Con- 
gress. Get a good man up there. And while 
we're at it, let’s clean Senate, and send 
Tommy Hartnett, my old friend, to the Unit- 
ed States Senate. We need a change. That 
institution’s control hasn’t changed in 38 
years, the Congress. It is time to clean House 
and send us these two good new people. 

Well, I’m told that the world’s entire sup- 
ply of Pepto Bismol is made at the Procter 
and Gamble camp, right down the road in 


Greensville. After the past couple of months 
of campaigning, I’m sure sales must be soar- 
ing. But look at it this way: Two weeks from 
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tonight, all this will be over, and I will be 
reelected President of the United States. 

Let me give you a little advice. They've 
been so wrong before. Don’t listen to these 

undits telling you how to think, and don’t 
fisten to these nutty pollsters. Remember, 
things are decided in the last couple of weeks 
in this campaign. And now ee are going 
to decide: Who do I trust to be the leader 
of the free world and the United States? 

I wonder if any of you saw the debate last 
night. Well, I think —— 

Audience members. George 
George Bush! George Bush! 

The President. I think the country 
saw a vast difference there, a difference in 

rinciple, a difference in philosophy, a dif- 
Senate 3 in experience, a vast difference in 
character. I 5°. your support on the basis 
of all of those. 

You know, for 11 months, Governor Clin- 
ton and the rest of those liberals have been 
running around criticizing not only our coun- 
try but me and my record. I think before 
people go to the polls, they need to know 
a couple of statistics about his record. Arkan- 
sas is the 50th out of 50 States in environ- 
ment initiatives. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. It’s deceiving. They are 
the 49th in students with a high school di- 

loma. They are 45th in the overall well- 
alee of children; and in incomes, in jobs, 
and in wages, they lag the entire Nation. We 
do not need that for the United States of 
America. 

You know, let me tell you what he said 
last night in case you didn’t hear it. He said, 
“I want to do for the United States what I’ve 
done for Arkansas.” We can’t let that happen. 
No way. 

Ross Perot was right on one thing. He said 
the grocery store is no preparation for Wal- 
Mart. I thought that was a good line. But 
here’s the dangerous part: Governor Clinton 
wants to raise your taxes by $150 billion and 
increase spending by $220 billion. We’re not 
going to let him do that. 

I don’t know how many people standing 
around here make over $200,000, but I'll 
guarantee you one thing: His figures don’t 
add up. And to get that $150 billion, he’s 
going to have to go after your wallet. So when 


Bush! 
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he says “tax the rich,” you taxpayers, you hard 
workers, you people that believe in the 
American dream, watch out. It will turn into 
a nightmare. 

I've got a different philosophy. I believe 
the Federal Government is too big, and it 
spends too much. He wants to see it spend 
more and tax more. 

We've been caught up in something global. 
The global economy has slowed down. 
Though it hurts when anyone is out of work, 
I think it’s fair to note that the American 
economy, in spite of our problems, is still 
a lot better than all the European economies 
or Japan or Canada. We are the United 
States, and I want to make it better, not 
worse. 

I want to expand our exports so our textile 
products and our other products made in this 
great State can find free and fair markets all 
around the world. We are leading in exports; 
let’s keep it up. 

Audience members. U.S.A:! 
U.S.A! 

The President. Let me remind you that 
it is small business that creates most of the 
jobs, and it is small business that doesn’t 
need to pay any more taxes. It needs relief 
from regulation and taxation and litigation. 
Let’s get the job done. We’ve got too many 
crazy lawsuits, and Governor Clinton is 
owned by the pocket of the trial lawyers. We 
ought to sue each other less and care for each 
other more in this country. 

Governor Clinton wants to slap a tax on 
foreign investors. Well, let me ask right here 
in South Carolina. You do that, and you don’t 
get a BMW plant. I would welcome BMW 
to South Carolina because they know our 
workers are the best anyplace in the world. 
I congratulate your Governor for taking a 
lead role in bringing that great business to 
this State. I want to promote that kind of 
investment in the United States of America. 
That means jobs for the American le, 
and we’re going to keep on workin Set f 

Another area we've got a big difference 
is education. I told you about Arkansas’ sorry 
record. But I'll tell you a big difference. You 
see, I believe parents ought to have the right 
to choose and the help for money to choose 
= — ublic, or religious schools for their 

ink we need more support for the 


U.S.A.! 
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teachers in the local communities and a little 
less for the bureaucrats. 

On health care, my plan provides. insur- 
ance for the poorest of the poor, tax breaks 
for the middle class. But it does not turn the 
health care of this country over to the Gov- 
ernment. We don’t need that. We need mar- 
ket forces. 

On crime, I believe we ought to be a little 
tougher on the criminal and have a little 
more concern for the victims of crime. No- 
body in this country has fought harder for 
good, strong anticrime legislation than your 
own and my friend Senator Strom Thur- 
mond. 

You know, the other day in the Oval Of- 
fice, I had a visit from about eight guys from 
Arkansas. They came up to pledge their sup- 
port, and they represented the Fraternal 
Order of Police of Little Rock, Arkansas. 
They are supporting me for President of the 
United States. So is the National Fraternal 
Order of Police because they know that I 
back up the law enforcement officers. They 
are fighting for us every day of their lives, 
and we ought to support them. 

You heard another difference last night— 
talking about reducing and reforming Gov- 
ernment. I'll tell you how to get this deficit 
down: Give us a balanced budget amend- 
ment to this Constitution. Give us a check- 
off so that people that care about the deficit 
can say, “Hey, I’m going to check in this box, 
10 percent of my taxes must go to reduce 
the deficit.” If Congress can’t do the job, 
make them do the job. I strongly support a 
line-item veto. Forty-three Governors have 
it. Give it to the President. Let us try to make 
it work. I like the idea of getting the power 
out of the Congressmen and back to the peo- 
ple. I favor term limits for the Congress. 

Lastly, Governor Campbell touched on it, 
but let me say I’ve got a big difference with 
Governor Clinton. He says it’s not the char- 
acter of the President but the character of 
the Presidency. I say they’re one and the 
same thing. They're locked in. You cannot 
sit in that Oval Office and waffle. Do not 
turn the White House into the waffle house. 
You’ve got to stand up. You’ve got to stand 
up and make a tough decision. When I had 
to make that tough decision on Desert Storm, 
Governor Clinton was saying this, here’s what 
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he said: “I’m for the minority, but I guess 
I would have voted for the majority.” What 
kind of Commander in Chief would that 
make? 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. I worry about the pattern 
of deception, on one side of an issue one 
day and then the opposite side the other. You 
cannot do that as President of the United 
States. 

Let me tell you another one, and this con- 
cludes it. Governor Clinton and Senator 
Gore, the Ozone Man, is going around the 
world—{laughter|—you listen to some—hey, 
this guy is strange. They've got Gore muzzled 
back now. You have no timber workers, only 
a bunch of owls, if you listen to him. You’d 
have no farmers, only a great big wet hole 
out there somewhere if you listen to him. 

But here’s the point: They differ. They dif- 
fer. They want bigger Government. He talks 
about growing Government. I want to grow 
the private sector. I want to grow jobs in the 
private sector. 

But the big difference is to get elected 
they've got to convince the American people 
that the United States is a nation in decline, 
and we are not. We are number one in the 
economy, in security, in standing up for free- 
dom and democracy. 

Audience . We’re number one! 
We're number one! We’re number one! 

The President. | believe in the American 
people. And I have had the honor—and my 
family shared it with me, one son here to- 
night and my daughter-in-law, twin grand- 
daughters. And certainly, I happen to think 
we've got the best First Lady that we could 

ssibly ever have, Barbara Bush. We have 
bese privileged as a family to live in that 
White House, and I’ve been privileged to 
serve as President. But I now want to 4 this: 
We've literally changed the world. And Car- 
roll was very generous in his assessment. But 
when I look around here and see these youn 

ople, we’ve got lots to do. We've got all 
Kinds of opportunity. And I want to take that 
same leadership and, with a brandnew Con- 
gress, lift up the lives of the young people 
here tonight. 

We are not a nation in decline. We are 
a nation on the move. With our education 
and our job retraining and our caring for peo- 
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ple, we are going to make America better. 
We're going to create jobs worldwide, and 
I will see that we continue to be the most 
respected leadership country in the entire 
world. 

Thank you all, and may God bless the 
United States of America. Thank you very 
much. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Thank you very much. 
God bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 8:20 p.m. beside 
the Spirit of America train. In his remarks, 
he referred to Barry Wynn, master of cere- 
monies. A tape was not available for verifica- 
tion of the content of these remarks. 


Proclamation 6496—National Forest 
Products Week, 1992 


October 20, 1992 
By the President of the United States 


of America 
A Proclamation 


From our magnificent National Forests, 
which cover some 212 million acres of land 
in the United States, to our thriving State 
and local parks, industrial timberlands, and 
privately owned woodlots, America’s forests 
constitute one of this country’s greatest treas- 
ures. All Americans share a responsibility to 
protect our Nation’s forests, and during Na- 
tional Forest Products Week, we renew our 
commitment to responsible management of 
these precious tracts of land. 

As a vital part of our planet’s ecosystem, 
our forests provide food and habitat for a 
wide range of plants and animals. These rich 
tracts of land also provide essential raw mate- 
rials for building and other uses, and hun- 
dreds of thousands of Americans depend on 
them for their livelihood. Countless other 
citizens enjoy our forests as a beautiful set- 
ting for family camp-outs and other forms 
of recreation, which encourage children and 
adults alike to appreciate more fully the im- 
portance of conservation. 
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Today the United States boasts a strong 
and growing tradition of forest conservation. 
Annual forest growth now exceeds timber 
harvests by more than 35 percent, and the 
total national volume of wood is 25 percent 
larger than it was in 1952. Yet, recognizing 
continued challenges to forest preservation— 
from disease and drought to wildfires, which 
destroyed almost 2 million acres of forest and 
rangeland this summer alone—we are work- 
ing hard to promote environmental steward- 
ship in both the public and private sectors. 

The major Federal forest management 
agencies have adopted an “ecosystem ap- 
proach” to conservation, and by law our Na- 
tional Forests must now be managed on a 
sustained yield basis. As part of our Forests 
for the Future Initiative, the United States 
Government is also helping to lead the way 
toward a twofold increase in worldwide forest 
conservation assistance, as a first step toward 
halting the net loss of forests over the next 
decade. Here at home, millions of volunteers 
are working together with private organiza- 
tions and with State and local agencies in 
support of our America the Beautiful Initia- 
tive, our ambitious program to plant 1 billion 
new trees in urban and rural areas each year. 

The benefits that we derive from our for- 
ests are as varied as the species of trees and 
wildlife that they contain. As demand for tra- 
ditional forest commodities continues, and as 
we continue to develop new products and 
uses each year, it is imperative that we join 
together in promoting sustainable use and 
conservation of our forests and timberlands. 

The Congress, by Public Law 86-753 (36 
U.S.C. 162), designated the week beginning 
on the third Suntey in October of each year 
as “National Forest Products Week” wl re- 
quested the President to issue a proclamation 
in observance of that week. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week beginning October 
18, 1992, as National Forest Products Week. 
I encourage all Americans to observe that 
week with appropriate programs and activi- 
ties. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twentieth day of October, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-two, and of the Independence of the 
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United States of America the two hundred 
and seventeenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
10:21 a.m., October 21, 1992] 


Note: This proclamation was published in 
the Federal Register on October 22. 


Remarks to the Community in 
Gastonia, North Carolina 


October 21, 1992 


The President. What a fantastic welcome. 
Thank you, thank you very much. Thank you 
so much. Thank you very, very much. Thank 
you, Alex. Let me just say this about Alex 
McMillan and Cass Ballenger: If we had 
more men of distinction, people of their 
character, people wouldn’t be saying, “Clean 
House.” Keep both these guys in the Con- 
gress, and send us a lot more like them. 

May I say what a pleasure it is to be here 
with both the Mayors of Renlo and Gastonia. 
I’m delighted to be welcomed by both of 
them. In fact, for good luck we’ve even 
thrown in the Mayor of Charlotte, North 
Carolina, over here, Mayor Vinroot. I’m de- 
lighted to see him. And, of course, I’m hon- 
ored once again to be standing next to one 
of the truly great Governors in the United 
States, Jim Martin. You’ve been very, very 
lucky. 

You've been very, very lucky for these last 
few years, and now I hope you'll keep this 
record going by sending Jim Gardner back 
to be Governor of this State. And also, when 
they yell, “Clean House,” they're starting to 
yell, “Clean Senate,” and well they should 
because we need Lauch Faircloth in the 
United States Senate. 

I heard the introduction he got, but let 
me just put a P.S. on it. I am very honored 
to have with us one of the country’s senior 
statesmen and most respected leaders in the 
whole country, Strom Thurmond. What a 
wonderful man he is. 

I don’t know if you watched the ball 
games, but I hope you see my Braves jacket 
because the Braves are going to win the 
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World Series. Now, you’ve got the chop 
going. You got it. 

Did any of you all watch that debate on 
Monday night? You said that, not me. Now, 
wait a minute. [Laughter] Well, I think we 
had a chance to lay out the choice before 
Americans, the vast difference on philoso- 
phy, on issues, and yes, the vast difference 
on character. Character matters. 

We also had a chance to put into focus 
this man’s record. This sign says it pretty 
well: 50th in environmental initiatives. I 
would add, 50th in percentage of adults with 
college degrees; 50th in per capita spending 
on criminal justice; 49th in per capita spend- 
ing on police protection; 48th on percentage 
of adults with high school diplomas; 48th in 
spending on corrections; 46th, teachers’ sala- 
ries; 45th in the overall well-being of chil- 
dren. And he said, “I want to do for the coun- 
try what I’ve done for Arkansas.” 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. We cannot put him in the 
White House. He’s like a struggling Little 
League manager wanting to go to the Atlanta 
Braves. We're not going to have it happen. 

I think the biggest difference between us 
really relates to what he calls change. He 
wants $150 billion in new taxes. He wants 
$220 billion new spending. And he wants 
trickle-down Government, big Government 
trickling down to the people, and we aren't 
going to let him get that. 

Yesterday he backed off a little bit, once 
again flip-flopping, one side of an issue one 
day, one on another. Now he says, well, he 
didn’t mean it, when they hota: out to him 
he would have to tax the middle class. And 
he said, “Well, maybe I'll slow down reduc- 
ing the deficit.” 

We can get this deficit down by controlling 
spending and without raising taxes. That is 
my position. 

He talks about change, change, change. 
The last time we got that kind of change we 
had interest rates at 21 percent; we had infla- 
tion at 15 percent; we wiped out every family 
budget. We do not need a liberal Democrat 
in the White House with this spendthrift 
Congress we got. He talks about bs He 
talks about change. That’s all you'll have left 
in your pocket if his program goes in, believe 
me. 
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So how do we help people? Here’s the way 
we do it. We open up new markets for the 
products made right here in North Carolina. 
We have the best workers. Now expand our 
markets so those products can be sold in this 
interrelated world economy. 

How do we do it? We put some incentive 
in there for small business. Big guys can take 
care of themselves. Give some incentives to 
small business to remove the regulation, help 
with the taxes. 

We've got to do something. about these 
crazy lawsuits. Governor Clinton is in the 
pocket of the trial lawyers. Let me tell you 
something: Up to $200 billion is spent on 
lawyers. We ought to sue each other less as 
a country and care for each other more. 

We've got a good health care program. It’s 
backed by these two Members of the Con- 
gress, a good program. Governor Clinton 
wants to get the Government setting the 
prices. I want to provide insurance to every 
American, help the middle class with tax 
credit, help the poorest of the r with 
vouchers, get insurance provided for all, but 
keep America’s quality of health care up 
while making it accessible to all. We've got 
to do that. 

Education: We've got a good record; 1,700 
communities across this country, some North 
Carolina communities in the lead, literally 
revolutionizing education. It is not good 
enough to have education refuse to change. 
We are going to do it. We are going to give 
parents a choice of schools, religious, public, 
or private. 

We've increased Pell grants for kids going 
to college by far more than any other —_ 
istration. We're going to fight for choice, and 
we are going to make these schools better. 
But we're not going to do it by trickle-down 
Government, having Governor Clinton tell us 
how to run our schools all across this country. 

You know, all along the line I see these 
police officers at these crossings, and it 
makes me count my blessings for those men 
and women who are out there defending our 
neighborhoods against the criminals. We 
need more strong anticrime legislation in this 
country. We need to back up our police offi- 
cers more and have a little less concern about 
the criminals themselves. Nobody in this 
country is fighting harder for strong 
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anticrime legislation than your neighbor and 
my friend Strom Thurmond. We owe him 
a vote of thanks for what he’s doing. 

The other day—one of the best visits I’ve 
ever had in the White House—we had a 
group of, I think it was six or eight men. They 
came to see me, and they said, “We support 
you for President.” They were the leaders 
of the Fraternal Order of Police from Little 
Rock, Arkansas, and they joined the National 
Fraternal Order of Police, saying, “We've got 
to get strong legislation. We support Presi- 
dent Bush for reelection.” 

I don’t think we need more of the status 
quo. I told you what it was like when Jimmy 
Carter left and when those liberal Democrats 
controlled beth the White House and the 
Congress. Remember now, those interest 
rates were 21 percent. Inflation was wiping 
out every senior citizen; it was at 15 percent. 
And remember, it led us into a deep reces- 
sion where unemployment got far higher 
than this today. 

So what have we got to do? We’ve got to 
reform the Government. Send me new 
Members of Congress, and we will. Give me 
that line-item veto to cut down on the spend- 
ing. Give the taxpayers a check-off on their 
tax returns. And if you care as much about 
the deficit as I do, check off 10 percent of 
your income tax and make the Congress and 
the White House cut that deficit by cutting 
spending. 

I want a balanced budget amendment to 
the Constitution. The Governors have it. 
Give it to the President, and let’s get this 
country on the move. I want to give the Con- 
gress back to the people and get some term 
limits. The President’s term is limited. Let’s 
limit the Members of Congress. 

My big difference with Governor Clinton, 
though, is 

Audience members. Clean House! Clean 
House! Clean House! 

The President. Clean House! You've got 
it. 

The big difference I’ve got with Governor 
Clinton relates to being on all sides of all 
issues. You know, as President you cannot 
do that. When I had to make a tough deci- 
sion, a rather lonely decision, to commit the 
sons and daughters of North Carolina to bat- 
tle, where was Governor Clinton? He said, 
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well, I’m with the minority—I’m paraphras- 
ing—I am with the minority—they wanted 
sanctions to work; they wanted to let Saddam 
Hussein have it the way he was, and hoped 
we'd back him out—I’m with the minority, 
but I guess I would have voted with the ma- 
jority. What kind of leadership is that? That 
is not leadership. That is pathetic. 

We made a tough call, and we kicked Sad- 
dam Hussein out. We busted the fourth larg- 
est army, and we resurrected the image of 
the United States all around the world. 

No, we do not need a pattern of deception. 
It isn’t one single issue. It’s not simply wheth- 
er—I'm still offended by the fact that any- 
body, when your country is at war, would 
go to a foreign country and organize dem- 
onstrations against the United States. I’m 
against that. 

But it is not just that. It is this flip-flop 
and pattern of deception on one issue after 
another, whispering to one union what they 
want to hear and then going out and saying 
something different. Fuel efficiency stand- 
ards, spotted owls, term limits, trade agree- 
ments, you name it: He is on both sides of 
the issue, and a President cannot do that. 
You simply cannot lead by misleading. I ask 
the American people to look at this Arkansas 
record and then listen to his rhetoric, and 
let's tell the truth to the people. 

When that telephone rings in the Oval Of- 
fice or at the White House late at night, and 
you have to make a decision, you cannot be 
all things to all people. If you make a mistake, 
you do what you people do. You stand up 
and say, “I blew it. I was wrong. Let’s go 
on about the Nation’s business.” But do not 
try to be something you're not. Do not try 
to tell them one thing and then do something 
else. 

You notice the Sun just came out. Well, 
let me tell you something: That’s what’s going 
to happen on election day. Don’t believe 
these crazy pollsters. Don’t believe these 
nutty pollsters. You know my favorite bump- 
er sticker: “Annoy the Media. Reelect Presi- 
dent Bush.” They don’t like it—they don’t 
like it a bit. They don’t like it, but I love 
the American people, and this train trip is 
fantastic. You get outside of that beltway; you 
take your case to genuine Americans. My 
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case is the right case for this country, because 
I want to make life better for every kid here. 

Let me tell you something. They say, what 
is your—what accomplishments you like— 
take the best out of? What do you like the 
most? I’m proud that we put choice in child 
care. I’m proud that we passed an ADA bill 
that says to the disabled, you have a shot at 
the American dream. I’m proud of what we 
did in clean air, try to help this environment 
so they'll have a better chance when they get 
older. But I'll tell you one thing that pleases 
me the most: We have lowered the threat 
of nuclear war so every kid here will have 
a safer future. That is good. 

Now I ask your support, and I ask your 
help to get this economy moving again so 
we can make life better for every single 
young person here. With your help and with 
your support, I will be reelected President 
and will serve the people for 4 more years. 

Thank you. And may God bless the United 
States of America. May God look after us. 
We are the world’s leader. Let’s keep it that 
way. Thank you very much. Thank you guys 
very much. Thank you. All aboard. All 
aboard. Thanks a lot. What a great rally. 
Thank you, kids. Chop em up. You got it. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:25 a.m. be- 
side the Spirit of America train. In his re- 
marks, he referred to Joe Lawing, Mayor of 
Renlo; James B. Garland, Mayor of Gastonia; 
and Richard Vinroot, Mayor of Charlotte. 


Remarks to the Community in 
Kannapolis, North Carolina 
October 21, 1992 


The President. Lynn, thank you, and 
thank all of Kannapolis and all of North Caro- 
lina for this wonderful welcome. I’m de- 
lighted to be with you on this beautiful North 
Carolina day. 

Again, my thanks to Lynn Safrit, and thank 
you for the introduction. Thank all of you 
for the welcome. Let me say at the beginning 
here, I am so proud to have the leadership 
and the support of your great Governor, Jim 
Martin. What a job he’s done for this State. 
And I salute the three Members of the 
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United States Congress that are with me, 
standing here, Cass Ballenger and Alex Mc- 
Millan, and Strom Thurmond, the indefati- 
gable Strom Thurmond from next door here. 
If we had more Senators like Strom and Jesse 
Helms, we’d be in great shape in that Senate. 
That’s why I’m for Lauch Faircloth for the 
Senate. I hope you'll send him up there and 
clean Senate as well as cleaning House. 

Audience member. Clean the House! 

The President. The man says, “Clean the 
House,” and he’s right. Well, let’s start by 
sending Coy Privette up to the Congress. I 
served in the Congress years ago with Jim 
Gardner. I want to see him elected to the 
governorship to continue the work Jim Mar- 
tin has done. 

Also may I salute another American great. 
I think you’ve heard from him; I hope you 
have. You know him, you respect him as I 
do, and I’m talking about Darryl Waltrip 
here. What a great American, great fellow. 
We're so proud of his record and what he 
stands for. 

It’s great to be here today. I’ve got to ask 
this question: Did any of you all see that de- 
bate 2 nights ago or 3 nights ago, whatever 
it was? Well, let me tell you something. I 
hope what you saw was a vast difference in 
philosophy, approach to this great country of 
ours, and I hope you saw a difference in char- 
acter, because that’s what’s going to decide 
this election. 

You know, Governor Clinton talked about 
his record in Arkansas, and I don’t want to 
ruin a beautiful gathering like this, but let 
me just 

Audience member. Please don’t. [Laugh- 
ter] 

The President. I’ve got to do it. I've got 
to put it in perspective. Listen to this now, 
facts: Arkansas rates 50th in the quality of 
environmental initiative; 50th in the percent- 
age of adults with college degrees; 50th in 
per capita spending on criminal justice; 49th 
in per capita spending on police protection; 
48th in percentage of adults with a high 
school diploma; 48th in spending on correc- 
tions; 46th on teachers’ salaries; 45th on the 
overall well-being of children. And Governor 
Clinton said the other night, “I want to do 
for the country what I’ve done for Arkansas.” 
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We cannot let him do that. You cannot do 
that. 

It’s like sending some Little League guy 
to coach the Braves. The Braves are going 
to win. You've got the chop going. Governor 
Clinton’s like the guy that says, well, I might 
be for Toronto, but on the other hand, I’m 
for the Braves. You've got to make a commit- 
ment. I am for the Braves. Let’s be clear on 
that one. 

You know, all we hear about from that 
Clinton-Gore outfit is change, change, 
change, and that’s all you’ll have left in your 
pocket if they go in and start raising your 
taxes and increasing spending. He got a little 
mad at me when I pointed out what he said 
he wanted. He said he wants $150 billion 
in new taxes, $220 billion in new spending, 
and I call that trickle-down Government, big 
Government trickling its way down to the 
people. Let’s make it the other way, have the 
people telling the Government what to do. 

I remember the last time we had the kind 
of change he wants to bring to Washington. 
I hate to bring this one up, but how many 
remember the “misery index” that was in- 
vented not by us but by the liberal Demo- 
crats, unemployment and inflation added to- 
gether? It was 21 percent. Now it’s 10. How 
many remember what interest rates were 
back then when the Democrats controlled 
the White House and the Congress? Twenty- 
one percent. We cannot have that kind of 
change for the American people. 

No, that’s change all right. And, as I say, 
we can’t have change for the sake of change. 
We've got to keep this country moving. I’ve 
got a proposal, it’s called the agenda for 
America’s renewal, that will cut this spending 
down. I'll tell you how I’m going to do it. 
I’m going to get this new Congress, working 
with these Congressmen here who are good 
and solid, to give me a line-item veto to cut 
out some of the pork out of the budget. 

We're going to insist to do what the people 
want: Give the Federal Government a bal- 
anced budget amendment and take the bur- 
den off the backs of these young people. You 
want to get the deficit down? Give the tax- 
payer a check-off. Let the taxpayer say, 
“Okay, I’m checking this box on my income 
tax. Ten percent of my tax must § bor reduc- 
ing the deficit by reducing spending.” If they 
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can’t do it, make it mandatory. Make it oblig- 
atory. 

A couple of other ideas. I don’t believe 
that the answer is to pull inward. I believe 
we ought to open markets abroad for agri- 
culture, for our textile products, for whatever 
it is. We've got the most productive workers 
in the world. Now let’s hammer out new mar- 
kets, so North Carolina will continue to do 
what it’s doing, growing and prospering. 

Another thing is small business. We've got 
some big ones right around the corner here, 
but small business is what drives this country. 
We need less regulation. We need tax breaks, 
investment tax allowance. We need a capital 
gains incentive so small business can prosper. 
We do not need more Clinton-Gore big Gov- 
ernment. 

I think every American worries about 
health care. I believe our proposal to provide 
insurance to the poorest of the poor, to pro- 
vide tax credit to the overworked and over- 
taxed middle class is the way to go, because 
it provides the quality of our health care, 
keeps that, and yet makes insurance available 
to all. And when you leave one job, the insur- 
ance goes with you. That’s a very important 
part of it. Keep the quality of the health care, 
but do not let the Government get in and 
tell us how to run health care. 

On education, I am proud of our record. 
We have 1,700 communities across the land, 
North Carolina in the lead in many of its 
communities, literally reinventing our edu- 
cation. Let me be clear on the big difference 
with Governor Clinton. I believe that the 
parents should be able to choose. Just as par- 
ents choose day care now because of us, let 
them choose the school of their choice, pub- 
lic, private, or religion, and help them get 
that. Help them do it. Let’s try it. That will 
make the public schools better. It worked in 
the GI bill after the war. State schools pros- 
pered. It will work for public schools to pros- 
per if we try something different. School 
choice: Let the family stay together and have 
a say in all of this. 

You know, coming along this trip on the 
train, I was talking to the Governor and these 
Congressmen about it. It makes me give 
thanks and count my blessings for those who 
serve in law enforcement, and I've tried to 
back them. Strom Thurmond here, your 
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neighbor, has been a leader for tougher laws 
to go after these criminals, and we've been 
blocked by a soft-thinking United States 
Congress. 

But when I see those police officers and 
sheriffs’ people and whatever it is, I count 
my blessings for what they do in our neigh- 
borhood. The other day, we had a visit from 
six or eight people, came to see me. They 
were from Arkansas, and they came to give 
me their endorsement. The Fraternal Order 
of Police in Little Rock, Arkansas, are back- 
ing me for President of the United States. 
So let’s support them. Let’s support our law 
enforcement community. 

You know, the last point I want to make 
relates to character. I don’t quite understand 
it when Governor Clinton said in Richmond, 
Virginia—he put it this way: It’s the character 
of the Presidency, not the character of the 
President. I don’t believe that. I believe it’s 
both. I believe that the President influences 
the Presidency. I have tried to keep the pub- 
lic trust, and I believe Barbara has kept the 
public trust. I don’t think you can be on all 
sides of every issue and keep the public trust. 

Some of these guys were talking about 
Desert Storm. It was a proud moment in our 
history, and no State did more than North 
Carolina when their sons and daughters went 
there, none. And let me remind you where 
Governor Clinton is when I had to say a pray- 
er up at that little chapel in Camp David 
a couple of days before we had to commit 
your sons and your daughters to war. Gov- 
ernor Clinton was saying this as soon as that 
tough vote was taken a couple of weeks be- 
fore that moment. He said, well, I was with— 
this is a paraphrase—I could support the mi- 
nority view, but I guess I would have voted 
for the majority. 

If we'd have listened to that view, Saddam 
Hussein would be in Saudi Arabia today, con- 
trolling three-fifths of the world oil, and he’d 
have a nuclear weapon. Because we made 
a tough decision that didn’t play both sides 
of the aisle, the fourth largest army in the 
world was defeated by your sons and your 
daughters. It’s a proud moment, and ie t 
let them try to convert it into something bad. 

On every issue, whether it’s the right to 
work, one day he’s on one side of it; another 


day when he’s talking to the labor bosses he’s 
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on the other side of it. On term limits, I’m 
for it. One day he says he’s for it, and the 
next day he’s against it. On the free trade, 
whatever it is, he’s on one side and then an- 
other. 

There’s a pattern here of deception. And 
you cannot have a President who's going to 
try to be all things. You’ve got to make the 
— decision. When you're right, get a little 
credit if you can, but when you're wrong, 
admit your mistakes and go on trying to lead 
this great country. 

Audience member. Let’s keep him in 
Arkansas —— 

The President. Well, let’s do that, and 
let’s also not turn the White House into the 
waffle house. We can’t have that. We had 
breakfast at the Waffle House today, a little 
symbolism. Very good breakfast, I might add, 
but there was a message in that. I don’t think 
the American people want a President who’s 
going to try to be all things to all people. 

You know, let me put it this way. Some- 
times as President you’re faced with pretty 
tough decisions. Sometimes the phone rings 
at night and you've got to make a call, or 
in the day you've got groups coming to com- 
pete for your interest and your activities and 
whatever it is, your vote. But it’s a wonderful 
thing, the Presidency of this country. I want 
to be elected not to keep a job, but I want 
to continue to try to help the young people. 

Today the young people go to bed at night 
without the same fear of nuclear war that 
they had 4 years ago, and we helped accom- 
plish that for the whole world. Today democ- 
racy is on the move to the south and across 
the world. And yes, we’re caught up in an 
international economic slowdown, in some 
places, a recession. But our economy—you'd 
never get it from this media—our economy 
is doing better than Canada and Germany 
and England and Japan and France. 

Now, my goal is to make it even better 
still, We've got to help the people of this 
country. It’s the United States that’s going 
to lead our way to economic recovery at 
home and to global economic recovery so we 
can sell more products from this State all 
around the world. 

So the job is not yet finished. And yes, 
we have changed the world. And yes, I’m 
proud that interest rates are far less than they 
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were when we came in and inflation under 
control so every senior citizen is not threat- 
ened by being wiped out by this cruelest tax 
of all. But we've got much to do. 

So I came here today to say we are not 
a nation in decline. Do not listen to the pes- 
simists, these liberal Democrats posing as a 
friend of America. We are the number one 
nation in the world. Now help me make it 
even better. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. The American dream is 
still alive. And let me say in conclusion, the 
longer I am in this White House the more 
I understand what it means to say we are 
one Nation under God. Don’t you ever forget 
it. 

So with faith and with your support, we 
are going to show the pundits are wrong. We 
are going to do what Truman did and show 
these pollsters don’t know what they’re talk- 
ing about. The American people will give us 
this victory. 

Thank you, and be sure to go to the polls. 
May God bless the United States of America. 
Thank you very, very much. Thank you all. 
Thank you, kids. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:45 p.m. be- 
side the Spirit of America train. In his re- 
marks, he referred to Lynn Safrit, president, 
Kannapolis Chamber of Commerce, and 
Darryl Waltrip, former NASCAR champion. 


Remarks to the Community in 
Thomasville, North Carolina 


October 21, 1992 


The President. What a great North Caro- 
lina day. Thank you, Governor Jim Martin. 
I'll tell you something, the people of North 
Carolina are lucky to have such a quality man 
of character leading this State as Jim Martin. 
Now we've got to keep that character and 
ae going by electing Jim Gardner to be 

e next Governor of North Carolina. 

I’m delighted to see a man here who sup- 
ports me and supports our country so a | 
Congressman Howard Coble. If we had more 
like him they wouldn’t be yelling “Clean 
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House!” at me. We need more like him. 
While we're at it, we need to help our distin- 
guished guest today, Senator Strom Thur- 
mond, one of America’s truly greats over 
here. We need to help him by cleaning Sen- 
ate, and that means send our friend Lauch 
Faircloth to the United States Senate. Lauch 
Faircloth is one of the great—he’d be a great 
Senator. He'll go up there and change things, 
and the status quo is what’s wrong. We need 
him in the Senate. Send him up there. He’s 
doing just great. 

Then we've got another sportsman here. 
I think of North Carolina as a sporting State, 
one that loves athletics. Charlotte’s coming 
on strong. We've got Darryl Waltrip right 
here, one of America’s greats. So we've got 
them all, and now we’re ready to go. 

Let me thank everybody responsible for 
this wonderful rally—the great bands from 
Thomasville, East Davidson, and Ledford 
High Schools. It’s great to be here with last 
year’s State champions, the Thomasville 
High School Bulldogs. 

Can I tell you something as a satisfied cus- 
tomer? You've got to make the best furniture 
in the entire world. Not only is it made right 
here, but also there’s a certain generosity of 
spirit by the companies and the workers in- 
volved, because I’m told that you were send- 
ing furniture to the victims of Hurricane An- 
drew. That is the American spirit, and I’m 
very grateful to you. 

Now on to the business at hand. Did any- 
body watch that debate the other night? Let 
me tell you, I thought we did all right. I 
thought we did okay. But let me tell you this. 
What I think you saw was a vast difference 
in experience, certainly a vast difference in 
philosophy, and a vast difference in char- 
acter, and character matters for President of 
the United States. 

Governor Clinton made a horrible com- 
ment. He said he wants to do for the United 
States what he’s done for Arkansas. That 
would be terrible. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. Let me click off some 
gloomy statistics, and then we'll get on to 
something a little more positive. Arkansas— 
he’s got this Ozone Man on the ticket with 
him, you know, Gore. Arkansas ranks the 
50th in quality of environmental standards. 
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It ranks 50th in per capita spending on crimi- 
nal justice. It ranks 49th in per capita spend- 
ing on police protection. It ranks 48th in per- 
centage of adults with high school diplomas. 
It is 48th on spending on corrections, 46th 
on teachers’ lute, and 45th in the overall 
well-being of children. You cannot take a fail- 
ing Little League coach and put him on to 
coach the Atlanta Braves, manage the Braves. 

He calls this change. He says he’s the can- 
didate of change. Well, let’s take a close look 
at what he offers. How about this one for 
openers, and he hasn’t got there: $150 billion 
in new taxes and $220 in new spending. That 
is trickle-down Government, and we don’t 
need it in Washington, DC. He says he'd 
sock it to the rich. Watch out, middle Amer- 
ica. Watch out, struggling nurse or family 
person. He’s going to stick it right in your 
wallet, and you ¢ aes need that anymore. 
Let’s get the taxes down and the spending 
down. 

The last time we got that kind of change, 
you don’t have to go back to Herbert Hoover. 
Go back to when you had a liberal Democrat 
in the White House and you had a Democrat 
spendthrift Congress that Lauch Faircloth 
wants to change. Go back and take a look. 
That was in the days of Jimmy Carter. Now, 
do you remember what interest rates —— 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. Sorry, gang, but it’s true. 
Do you remember what the interest rates 
were? Twenty-one and a half percent. Twen- 
ty-one percent. Inflation was robbing every 
senior citizen in this country—15 percent. 
We cannot go back to that failed policy. You 
keep going with that kind of change, and 
change is all you'll have left in your pocket. 
We've got to do better. 

My philosophy is this: Cut the spending 
and cut the taxes and put more money, put 
more money into the pockets of the Amer- 
ican working man. One way to do that is cre- 
ate more markets abroad. It’s exports that 
have saved us in this global slowdown. We've 
got to increase exports, create more markets 
for the goods that are produced right here 
in North Carolina, and we can do it. But we 
can’t do it by turning inward. 

It’s small business that creates the jobs in 
this country, and we ought never to —_ 
it. They create two-thirds of the new jobs. 
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That means we need relief for taxation from 
small business. We need relief from regula- 
tion; and certainly, we need relief from litiga- 
tion. We are suing each other too much in 
this country and caring for each other too 
little. Legal reform is what we need. It’s a 
sorry thing when malpractice insurance is 
running health care costs up for every Amer- 
ican. When a guy sees somebody lying by 
the highway and doesn’t dare stop to help 
him because they're afraid some trial lawyer 
will come along and sue him, when a person 
doesn’t coach Little League because he’s 
scared of getting a lawsuit by some nutty law- 
yer, it is time to put a lid on this. Sue each 
other less, care for each other more. 

One big difference I’ve got is with him on 
health care. He wants to put a Government 
board in to kind of ration out the health care 
of this country. I want to make insurance 
available to the poorest of the poor. I want 
to give a tax credit to middle America so they 
can get a little relief, and make insurance 
available to everybody, but keep the a § 
up. We've got the best doctors in the world. 
Keep the quality up by keeping Government 
under control. 

A big difference on education. You see, 
he wants to put the control more in Washing- 
ton. And I say this: We want to put control 
in the hands of the families. We did it in 
child care, and now I want to do it in school 
choice. Help parents send their kids to all 
schools: pubiic schools, private schools, and 
religious schools. And he won't do that. I am 
proud that under my administration more 
money is going to kids to help them go to 
college than anytime in the history of this 
country. 

You know, as I ride along the rails and 
I see these crossings, I see law enforcement 
people out helping us at every crossing. Let 
me just say this: Strom Thurmond, one of 
the great leaders for strong anticrime legisla- 
tion, is fighting in the Senate to make our 
laws tougher so that we back up our law en- 
forcement officials and have more consider- 
ation for the victims of crime and less for 
the criminals. That’s what we've got to do. 

And what is Arkansas’ policy? Arkansas’ 
prisoners spend 20 percent of their sentences 
in jail. That’s not good enough. 

Audience - Boo-o-o! 


Oct. 21 / Administration of George Bush, 1992 


The President. If a guy busts a law, and 
certainly, if they kill a law enforcement offi- 
cer, they ought to stay there until they get 
on Willard Scott’s program on that 100th 
birthday. 

You heard the difference the other day be- 
tween how we get the Government spending 
down. I'll give you three ideas. You give us 
Lauch Faircloth, and we're going to help 
Strom get that job done: one, a balanced 
budget amendment; two, a taxpayers’ check- 
off that says if you’re concerned about the 
deficit, check your tax return, and 10 percent 
of it has to go to lowering the deficit. If Con- 
gress can’t make the priorities, make them 
cut right straight across the board until we 
get the job done. The last one is, I want that 
line-item veto. Forty-three Governors have 
it. Forty-three Governors have it. Let’s stop 
that pork barrel spending, do what's right for 
the American people, but not do what's right 
for the reelection of every Member of the 
United States Congress. Frankly, I like the 
idea of turning the Congress back to the peo- 
ple by putting on term limits. The President 
is limited; why not the Congress? 

You know, the other night I guess one of 
the big differences came—this was in the 
Richmond debate—when Governor Clinton 
said it’s not the character of the President; 
he says it’s the character of the Presidency. 
And to that, I say they're inseparable. You 
cannot separate it out, and character matters. 

The liberals don’t like it when I talk about 
family values, but America knows what | 
mean. We've got to strengthen the family. 
They don’t like it when I say, “Yes, we're 
one Nation under God.” And we are, and 
we'd better never forget it. 

But my argument with the Governor of 
Arkansas is you can’t please everybody. I 
found that out in this job. You’ve got to call 
them as you see them. If you make a mistake, 
you admit it. You don’t try to cover it up 
and say one thing to one group and another 
thing to another group, and therein is a ques- 
tion of character. On everything from the 
right to work laws, to term limits, to free 
trade, to the Persian Gulf, he’s tried to be 
on one side and then another. And you can- 
not do that as President, and that is a matter 
of character. 
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There’s a pattern of deception here, and 
America better look at it. There is a pattern 
of deception. I love what Governor Martin 
said about the patriotism of this State, serving 
your country. And yes, North Carolina re- 
sponded perhaps more than any other State 
in Desert Storm. 

But where was Governor Clinton? Where 
was Governor—never mind. Don’t let this 
guy say that. You’re going to get me in trou- 
ble with the media, and who would want to 
do that? 

But let me remind you of where this man 
that wants to be Commander in Chief of the 
Armed Forces—this one didn’t happen 23 
years ago, this one happened about a year 
and a half ago. And what he said was—at 
the time, I had to make a very tough decision, 
leading the country and the Congress to 
make a tough decision—he said this. He said, 
“Well, I agreed with the minority, but I guess 
if it were a close vote, I guess if it were a 
close vote I would have voted with the major- 
ity.” If we had listened to him, Governor 
Martin is right, Saddam Hussein would be 
in downtown Saudi Arabia and controlling 
the world oil supply and have a nuclear 
bomb. We didn’t listen to that kind of waffle. 
We went ahead and made a tough decision. 
Character counts. Character matters. You 
cannot be all things to all people. And yes, 
it matters. 

Let me say this. First place, I wish Barbara 
Bush were here because I think we’ve got 
a great First Lady. But, you know, she and 
I have talked about this, and as you know, 
we are blessed in our family. We're blessed 
with a bunch of grandkids, blessed with five 
wonderful children. And so, life has treated 
us pretty good. But when people are hurting 
in this country you feel it. You feel it right 
in your heart. And so I want to win this elec- 
tion not because I need this job, but I want 
to continue to serve the American people and 
lift up the hopes of these kids. We have lit- 
erally changed the world. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. We have literally changed 
the world. The kids in these bands over here 
go to bed at night without that same fear 
of nuclear war that gripped their parents, and 
that is substantial change for world peace. 
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Now what we've got to do is take that same 
leadership with a new and changed Congress, 
and there will be one, and lift up America. 
We are not, as Clinton says, a nation in de- 
cline. We are the greatest, fairest, freest na- 
tion on the face of the Earth. And now let’s 
make it better. Now let’s make it better. Help 
me. But the change I’m talking about: Re- 
member, send Lauch Faircloth to the United 
States Senate. We must change the Senate. 
Reelect Howard Coble. Let’s move America 
forward. 

And thank you, and may God bless this 
greatest country on the face of the Earth. 
Thank you all very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 3:12 p.m. on 
the observation deck of the Spirit of America 
train. 


Remarks to the Community in 
Burlington, North Carolina 
October 21, 1992 


The President. Thank you. What a mag- 
nificent crowd. And let me tell the people 
of North Carolina something they already 
know: You have one great Governor in Jim 
Martin. 

Let me say a word about the man that’s 
also walking down here, Jesse Helms. He’s 
served this country with great distinction and 
honor in the United States Senate. I am 
proud that he and Dot are Barbara’s and my 
friends. You are lucky to have him up there. 
And if we had more like him they wouldn't 
be yelling, “Clean House!” Send Lauch 
Faircloth to the Senate to join Jesse, and let’s 
get the job done. 

And of course, I’m proud to be in the dis- 
trict of another old friend, a guy I've cam- 
paigned with and for whom I have great re- 
spect, and I’m talking about Howard Coble, 
who’s right here with us. He’s working the 
other side of the State right this minute, but 
it is important that we elect the Lieutenant 
Governor to be Governor of this State, Jim 
Gardner. I know him well, served with him 
in the Congress. 

Now, I've got to ask this rhetorical ques- 
tion: Did anyone have the opportunity to see 
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that debate a couple of nights ago? Well, I'll 
tell you something. What I think we saw and 
what I think the Nation saw was a vast dif- 
ference in experience, in philosophy and, yes, 
a difference in character. I hate to ruin this 
beautiful rally here today, but I must share 
with you a little bit about Governor Clinton’s 
record in Arkansas—a sorry record. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. Now, please be fair as I 
click off these wonderful statistics. Arkansas 
and the people there are good. I lived next 
door to them. They're good, strong, wonder- 
ful people, and they’re entitled to better than 
this. They are 50th in the quality of environ- 
mental initiatives; they are 50th in the per- 
centage of adults with college degrees; they 
are 50th in per capita pes on criminal 
justice; they are 49th—they have worked to 
ooze their way up one—in per capita spend- 
ing on police protection; they are 48th in per- 
centage of adults with a high school diploma; 
they are 48th in spending on corrections; 
they are 46th on teachers’ salaries; they are 
45th in the overall well-being of children. 
And the other night Governor Clinton said 
to this country, “I want to do for you, the 
rest of the country, what I’ve done for Arkan- 
sas.” We cannot let him do that. 

He’s on all sides of all issues. He’s like 
the guy that says, “Oh, I’m for the Toronto 
Blue Jays, but I might as well be for the 
Braves.” I’m for the Braves. You’ve got to 
make the tough decisions. 

But Governor Clinton calls this, what he’s 
running on, a change. He’s the candidate of 
change. But you've got to look close at what 
he’s offering: $150 billion in new taxes and 
$220 billion in new spending. I call that trick- 
le-down Government. We don’t need that. 
And he says he'll take it all from the rich. 
But everybody out there making about 
$25,000 hold on to your wallet, watch your 
pocketbooks, he’s coming after you. Watch 
your wallets, Mr. and Mrs. America. 

And Jesse and I were talking about this, 
talking about change. The last time we had 
a liberal Democrat in the White House and 
a big-spending Congress, Jesse was there, 
and he remembers it well. And Jimmy Carter 
left—interest rates were at 21.5 percent. We 
don’t need that kind of change. Inflation got 
up at about 15 percent, and every senior citi- 
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zen that worked all their lives to save their 
money saw it going up in smoke with the 
cruelest tax of all. We don’t need that kind 
of change, either. Keep talking about that 
kind of change, and change is all you’re going 
to have left in your pocket if this guy ever 
got in there. And we don’t need that. 

My plan—and it’s backed strongly by these 
two — Senators here today, Strom Thur- 
mond and Jesse Helms—is to cut the spend- 
ing and cut the taxes and put more money 
in your pocket. And in the process, that will 
create more jobs. I’ll tell you how we're going 
to get that spending under control in just a 
minute. But in the longer term issues, we’ve 
got to open new markets for our products. 

North Carolina workers can outproduce, 
outhustle any other workers in the world. We 
need access to foreign markets and more ex- 
port jobs. That’s what I’m trying to do. And 
we need to get the burden of regulation and 
taxation off the back of the small businesses. 
I don’t know much about Newlon Hardware, 
but I’ll bet there’s not a guy working over 
there that thinks he’s paying too little in 
taxes. Let’s give them a little relief: a little 
regulatory relief, a little relief by investment 
tax allowances, a little relief for the first-time 
homebuyer. Give them a break so they can 
buy a home. Give them a capital gains so 
you can start new businesses. And let’s see 
this country move. 

I’ve got a big difference with Governor 
Clinton on another thing. I worry about the 
doctors. Some of them can’t practice medi- 
cine for fear of being sued all the time. I 
worry about Little League coaches that don’t 
want to coach because they're afraid some 
crazy lawyer is going to come along and bring 
a lawsuit on them. I worry about the Amer- 
ican spirit, when people pass by people that 
are hurt on the road for fear if they pick them 
up and help them, somebody will sue them. 
We are suing each other too much and caring 
for each other too little. And we've got to 
stop these crazy lawsuits. And Governor 
Clinton owes his election, his past elections 
to the trial lawyers. He refuses to move for 
tort reform and putting a cap on these law- 
suits. Send me some new Members of Con- 
gress, and let’s get that job done. 

In health care, we’ve got a good program. 
But I want to keep the quality of the medi- 
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cine up. I want to provide insurance to the 
poorest of the poor through vouchers. I want 
to give the middle class tax relief for—so they 
can buy this insurance. I want to see us pool 
insurance, get the costs down, provide it to 
all. But I don’t want to see the Government 
run insurance. They can’t even run a post 
office or a silly bank up in Congress, and 
we don’t want to have the Government doing 
it. 

In education, we've got to do better. And 
we've got a good program, America 2000. It 
says to the communities like Burlington, you 
design it. You teachers, you PTA people, 
avoid the bureaucracy in that big union that 
controls the teachers far too much. Give the 
teachers a shot themselves, and we will revo- 
lutionize education in this country. One way 
to do it is to give the parents more choice. 
Give them a little assistance to choose be- 
tween private, public, and religious schools, 
and give the parents a chance. We did it in 
child care; let’s do it in education. 

In crime, I hate to bring this one up, Ar- 
kansas has got a sorry record on that, a sorry 
record. You get a guy into jail in Arkansas, 
20 percent of his sentence is all they serve, 
and that’s not good enough. We got here 
today, Strom Thurmond, who is fighting in 
the Congress against all the liberals to make 
tough anticrime legislation. My view is make 
it tougher, have a little more concern for 
those police officers out there, and a little 
less for the criminal. 

I said I’d mention the approach to how 
we want to get that deficit in You've got 
to control the growth of mandatory spending. 
But here’s three ideas that haven’t been 
tried. You want to try some change, try this. 
Give us a balanced budget amendment to 
the Constitution, and make us balance the 
budget. How about this one: Give a check- 
off to the taxpayer. Those that are concerned 
about the deficit, check it off. Ten percent 
of your funds will then have to go in, but 
it will have to go for lowering the Federal 
deficit. The Congress is going to have to 
make offsets on the spending. And the third 
one is this: 43 Governors have it. They can 
take a pen and line it right through the budg- 
et, knocking out the pork. Give the President 
the line-item veto. Congress has failed. Give 
me a shot at it. 
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We hear all this talk from Clinton and 
Gore about change. I love this sign: “Bill, 
you're just blowing smoke.” And the Amer- 
ican people are not going to believe this. 
Blowing it out. I don’t know about inhaling. 
That’s not my line. That’s somebody else’s 
over here. 

But let me say, let me end this way. I don’t 
know if you heard in the debate we had in 
Richmond, Governor Clinton said it’s not the 
character of the President, he said, it’s the 
character of the Presidency. I don’t believe 
that. I believe they’re interlocked. I don’t be- 
lieve you can have a person in that White 
House unless he stands for principles in char- 
acter. And I don’t believe Mientng smoke is 
the answer. I don’t believe you can — 
on every issue—whether it’s the right to wor: 
laws—whisper to the unions you're against 
it, then in the South say you're for it. Term 
limits: in one place he’s for it, one place he’s 
against it. Free trade: one place he’s for it, 
the next time he has to tell the unions, oh, 
no, I’ve got problems. CAFE standards are 
going to drive the autoworkers out of their 
jobs—one place he’s for it, another he is 
against it. You cannot be the waffle house 
if you want to be in the White House. 

Let me remind you about the position on 
the war. You've got a lot of revisionists up 
there in Washington trying to make some- 
thing bad out of something noble. But let 
me tell you something: When I had to make 
that tough decision and commit the sons and 
daughters of North Carolina to go in there 
and defeat the fourth largest army in the 
world, we did it. We did it. And I didn’t waf- 
fle. I led. And where was Governor Clinton? 
About the time of that tough decision, he 
said, “Well, I’m with the minority, but I guess 
I would have voted with the majority.” You 
cannot waffle when it comes to the national 
security of the United States of America. You 
cannot lead by misleading. 

Sometimes that phone rings in the White 
House and you can’t say maybe. You've got 
to say here’s what I believe. And you might 
make mistakes. Then you do what you teach 
your kids to do. You say, if you’re wrong, 
say it and go on about representing the 
American people. Hold your head up, and 
do the best you can, but not waffle and be 
on every side of every issue. 
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The biggest difference I have, I believe, 
with Governor Clinton and the Ozone Man 
with him, Senator Gore—where is he up 
there? You put those environmental—I’m an 
environmental man, but I’m not going to 
throw every worker out of work because of 
some snail darter, or some smelt, or some 
owl. 


But the biggest difference I have is they 
go around trying to win by saying that Amer- 
ica is in decline. They say that we're less than 
Germany—this is their words, or Clinton’s 
words—less than Germany, but a little above 
Sri Lanka. They ought to open their eyes. 
We are the most respected nation on the face 


of the Earth. 


I see these young people here today, and 
frankly, I take great pride in the fact that 
we have literally changed the world. Soviet 
communism is gone; ancient enemies are 
talking peace in the Middle East. Saddam 
Hussein is back in his box, and we have low- 
ered the threat of nuclear war from the face 


of the Earth. 


And now let’s bring that leadership to- 
gether. Give Jesse some support in the Sen- 
ate with Lauch Faircloth. Give Howard 
Coble some support with new Members of 
Congress. When they yell, “Clean House!”, 
they mean send us some new ones up there 
to help him. Do that, and then let’s try to 
make life better. 


We're in an international slowdown in this 
economy. The United States is doing better 
than most of our trading partners. And with 
my program for America’s future we are 
going to lift this country up, make life better 
for every single worker, and restore total 
hope to these young people here today. 


May God bless the United States. And 
many, many thanks for this fantastic rally. 
Thank you all very much. Duty, honor, and 
country—you re right. 


Note: The President spoke at 5:42 p.m. on 
the observation deck of the Spirit of America 


train. 
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Remarks at the State Fair in Raleigh, 
North Carolina 


October 21, 1992 


The President. Thank you very, very 
much. And let me say at the outset, let me 
say at the beginning how proud I am to be 
standing here with your great Senator Jesse 
Helms, and to be introduced by him. With 
us all day today is Strom Thurmond from 
South Carolina, another great leader, a man 
that is fighting for strong anticrime legislation 
in that Senate. Every place I go people talk 
about cleaning House, changing the Con- 
gress. Well, let’s clean Senate and send 
Lauch Faircloth to the United States Senate. 


I’ve known your Governor, I’ve known Jim 
Martin for a long time. And I’m not saying 
this just because I’m here, but I think he 
has loan one of the truly great Governors 
in the entire United States. And I served in 
the Congress with the man who must suc- 
ceed him, when he was there, Jim Gardner. 
Please elect him to be Governor of this State. 
Speaking of cleaning House, let’s get Vicky 
Gaudey up there to try her part, and Don 
Davis, too. Then, of course, the real celebrity 
of the night, king over here, Richard Petty. 
You know, in the President you get a lot of 
thrills. One of mine was standing next to 
Richard at his last Daytona 500 and hearing 
that crowd who worship him, embrace him 
with their cheers. It was a wonderful day in 
American sports, and I am proud to have 
Richard as my friend. Besides that, I was in 
this fair Snsiilinastion and I heard what he 
had to say—14 laps behind and moving and 
ended up 4 ahead. I like that. 


Well, it’s great to be at the fair, and you’ve 
got a lot of things going: cotton candy, cotton 
candy, cotton candy. [Laughter] I know you 
all are doing a lot at the fair, but did anyone 
see that debate Monday night? It’s a mar- 
velous thing, those—I don’t particularly like 
them, but there’s one good thing about those 
debates. You can get your message out 
unfiltered. It was a good thing because the 
American people saw a choice, a difference 
in philosophy, a difference in experience, and 
a difference in character. 
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What I didn’t get to do is to spell out in 
enough detail the Arkansas nek Bie SOrTy 
to ruin it, but I’ve got to tell you a little bit 
about it, because for 11 months the liberal 
Democrats, and Bill Clinton in the fore, have 
been misrepresenting my record. So I think 
the American people are entitled to know 
some facts about his record in Arkansas. 
Here we go. 

You won't be cheering when I get through 
these numbers: 50th in the quality of envi- 
ronmental initiatives; 50th in the percentage 
of adults with a college degree—— 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. Sorry about that—50th in 
spending on criminal justice; 50th in spend- 
ing on police protection; 49th in percentage 
of adults with a high school diploma; 48th 
in spending on corrections; 46th on teachers’ 
salaries 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 


The President ——45th in the overall 
well-being of children. Now, Governor Clin- 
ton said in the debate, “I want to do for 
America what I’ve done for Arkansas.” We 
cannot let him do that. We're not going to 
let him do that. 

Audience members. We want Bush! We 
want Bush! We want Bush! 

The President. You know, it’s like taking 
the manager of the team that finished last 
in the Little League and saying, you go up 
and manage the Atlanta Braves. It doesn’t 
work that way when you want to be President 
of the United States. 

Governor Clinton calls this change. Let me 
tell you something; he calls himself a can- 
didate of change. Let’s look close at what he 
offers: two openers, $150 billion in new taxes, 
bigger than Mondale and Dukakis to- 
gether—we can’t have that—and $220 billion 
in new spending when I last heard from him. 
Now he’s changing the plan a little bit. 

Audience members. Waffle, waffle, waf- 
fle! 

The President. Hey, listen, I’m getting to 
the waffle house part. I’m just getting 
warmed up here, you guys. 

What he’s talking about is saying to the 
working man in this country, give us more 
of the money. Let the Federal Government 
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figure it out, and we'll let it trickle down to 
you. We do not need trickle-down Govern- 
ment. We need to cut taxes and cut spending 
and get the people a break. You hear Clinton 
talking about Herbert Hoover. He doesn’t 
have to go back to any further than Jimm 
Carter. Let me remind you of this. Jesse “4 
luded to this. You remember the “misery 
index”? They invented it. The liberals in- 
vented it, inflation and unemployment added 
together. It got up to 21 percent under 
Jimmy Carter, and it’s 10 with us. We cut 
it in half. 

Everybody buying a home, or everybody 
trying to buy one, I ask you to remember 
what it was like when the Democrats con- 
trolled the White House and as Jesse said, 
the other end of Pennsylvania Avenue, the 
Congress. Interest rates were 21.5 percent. 
And we don’t need to go back to that for 
the good of America. 

This is change, all right. Change, that’s 
what you're going to have left in your pocket 
if you put this guy in the White House. 

Let me tell you what else we’ve got to do. 
We've got to increase the markets for North 
Carolina products all around the world. 
We've got the best workers in the world in 
America. Now let’s sell more abroad. We've 
got to get the tax burden off of small busi- 
ness. I mean build some incentives into it, 
investment tax allowance, capital gains, what- 
ever it takes, less regulation, less taxation, be- 
cause they provide two-thirds of the jobs for 
America, relief for small business. 

Hey, fella, quiet. 

Then we've got to change the legal reform. 
We're suing each other too much in this 
country and not caring for each other 
enough. We've got to put some lid on the 
lawsuits in this country. Clinton is in the 
pocket of the trial lawyers, and we can’t let 
that happen. 

In health care, I don’t want to get the Gov- 
ernment involved. I want to provide insur- 
ance for the poorest of the poor, and I want 
to do it through vouchers and tax credits and 
keep the quality but provide insurance for 
all Americans. 

On education, we are providing more 
grants to kids to go to college than at any 
time in the history of this country. Now I 
want to bring it down to the elementary, K 
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through 12, and what I want to do is this: 
give the parents the choice between private, 
‘6 and religious schools. Give them a 

reak. That’s going to help the public schools 
as well as the others. 

On crime, we've got to be a little tougher 
on the criminals al have a little more sym- 
pathy for the victims of crime. I might say 
I was very proud to have been endorsed by 
the Fraternal Order of Police from Little 
Rock, Arkansas. 

You know, they talk a lot over there on 
the other side about getting the deficit down. 
But here’s three ideas for you. Let’s pass a 
balanced budget amendment and make the 
Congress get it down. Here’s another idea: 
Give the taxpayer a check-off on his income, 
10 percent to go to reduce spending. Make 
them reduce that spending. Then give them 
a line-item veto. Let the President cut right 
through that waste. Three good ideas. 

My biggest problem with Governor Clin- 
ton is that he’s on one side of the issue one 
day and on the other, the other day. We can- 
not let the White House turn into the waffle 
house. We can’t do that. He'll take one posi- 
tion on right to work in the right-to-work 
State, and in the other States he says he’s 
against it. On term limits, which I am in favor 
of, he is for it in one State and against it 
in another. 

On the Persian Gulf war, where the sons 
and daughters of North Carolina served with 
such distinction, here’s what Governor Clin- 
ton said. Think of this in terms of the Com- 
mander in Chief of the Armed Forces. He 
said, “Well, I agree with the minority, but 
I guess I would have vcted with the major- 
ity.” What kind of leadership is that? 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. You cannot lead the 
American people by misleading them. No- 
body is perfect. If you make a mistake, admit 
it. That’s the American way. Then go on 
about leading the country. But do not try to 
be all things to all people. 

Let me tell you this: I’m very sorry Barbara 
is not here because I think we've got the best 
First Lady we can possibly have. But she and 
I have tried very hard to uphold the public 
trust. The White House is your house. The 
Presidency is your Presidency. We have tried 
to keep that place decent and honorable so 
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all the American people can look up to the 
White House. 

Let me just say that sometimes that tele- 
phone rings there at night, and you have to 
make a decision. You can’t wait. You can’t 
procrastinate. You can’t take a poll or have 
a town meeting or have a referendum. You've 
got to make a decision. That’s what being 
President is all about. 

I am very proud to have served my country 
in war. I put on a uniform and fought for 
the United States, and I am honored and 
proud to be President of the United States. 
I want to succeed in this campaign not that 
I need the job, but I want to ik up these 
kids here today. We are in a global recession, 
a global slowdown. The United States econ- 
omy is doing better than most of the Euro- 
pean countries, Japan, Germany, Canada, 
you name it. But with my program, the one 
I have proposed, and with 150 new Members 
of Congress, we are going to lift this country 
up. We are going to help these kids here to- 
night. We are going to lead the way out of 
this—in the economic recovery. 

Thank you very much. And may God bless 
the United States of America. And may God 
bless the wonderful people of the State of 
North Carolina. hash yon very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 9 p.m. at the 
State Fair Grounds. A tape was not available 
for verification of the content of these re- 
ma 


Memorandum of Disapproval for the 
Jena Band of Choctaws of Louisiana 
Restoration Act 


October 21, 1992 


I am withholding my oe of S. 3095, 


entitled the “Jena Band o 
isiana Restoration Act.” 

S. 3095 would establish the Jena Band of 
Choctaw Indians in Louisiana as a distinct, 
federally recognized Indian tribe. 

It is important that all groups seeking Fed- 
eral recognition as an Indian tribe should go 


Choctaws of Lou- 
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through the established Federal acknowledg- 
ment process. The process was established 
with the encouragement and support of the 
Indian tribes and the Congress to deal uni- 
formly and consistently with requests for ac- 
knowledgment. The acknowledgment proc- 
ess is objective, applies fair criteria, and pro- 
vides each petitioning group the opportunity 
for an unbiased, detailed evaluation of its 
documented petition. 


S. 3095 would circumvent the standard 
Federal acknowledgment process, establish a 
precedent that would weaken the Depart- 
ment of the Interior's acknowledgment proc- 
ess, and encourage other groups to seek stat- 
utory recognition outside this well-estab- 
lished process. Further, it would be inequi- 
table to other groups seeking Federal ac- 
knowledgment. Finally, it is inconsistent with 
the standard practice of “restoring” Federal 
recognition to only those tribes that have 
been previously recognized and legislatively 
terminated. 


S. 3095, in using the term “restore,” auto- 
matically assumes the Band was formerly rec- 
ognized as the Band claims. This claim is 
based on the fact that, for a few years in the 
1930’s, the United States funded a school for 
Indians at Jena, Louisiana, and, in 1938, con- 
sidered relocating Jena families to Mis- 
sissippi, but did not do so. The limited provi- 
sion of funds for education and the consider- 
ation to relocate Jena families were actions 
based on the identification of members of 
the group as Indians, not on identification 
of the group as a tribe. There is a distinction 
between identifying individuals as Indians 
versus Federal recognition of a tribe, which 
establishes a perpetual government-to-gov- 
ernment relationship. 


Enactment of S. 3095 would circumvent 
and weaken the Federal acknowledgment 
process and be unfair to other groups simi- 
larly situated. For these reasons, I am with- 
holding my approval of S. 3095. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
October 21, 1992. 
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Executive Order 12817—Transfer of 
Certain I Government Assets 
Held by Domestic Banks 


October 21, 1992 


e Constitution and the laws of the Unit- 
ed States of America, including the Inter- 
national Emergency Economic Powers Act 
(50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.), the National Emer- 
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.), section 
5 of the United Nations Participation Act of 
1945, as amended (22 U.S.C. 287c), and sec- 
tion 301 of title 3 of the United States Code, 
in order to apply in the United States meas- 
ures adopted in United Nations Security 
Council Resolution No. 778 of October 2, 
1992, and in order to take additional steps 
with respect to the actions and policies of 
the Government of Iraq and the national 
emergency described and declared in Execu- 
tive Order No. 12722, 


By the authority vested in me as President 
by th 


I, George Bush, President of the United 
States of America, hereby order: 


Section 1. The Secretary of the Treasury 
is authorized and directed to take all actions 
necessary to carry out the provisions of Unit- 
ed Nations Security Council Resolution No. 
778 with respect to blocked funds and other 
assets described in section 2 of this order, 
or funds and other assets received from the 
United Nations in repayment of funds and 
assets transferred pursuant to section 2 of 
this order. For this purpose, the Secretary 
of the Treasury is delegated and authorized 
to exercise all authorities vested in the Presi- 
dent by sections 203 and 205 of the Inter- 
national Emergency Economic Powers Act 
(50 U.S.C. 1702 and 1704) and section 5 of 
the United Nations Participation Act (22 
U.S.C. 287c). 


Sec. 2. Upon a determination by the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury that funds or other 
assets in which the Government of Iraq or 
its agencies, instrumentalities, or controlled 
entities have an interest represent the pro- 
ceeds of the sale of Iraqi petroleum or petro- 
leum products, paid for by or on behalf of 





2038 


the purchaser on or after August 6, 1990, 
each and every United States financial insti- 
tution is directed and compelled to transfer 
such funds or assets held by it or carried on 
its books to the Federal Reserve Bank of 
New York, when, to the extent, and in the 
manner required by the Secretary of the 
Treasury. 

Sec. 3. The Federal Reserve Bank of New 
York, as fiscal agent of the United States, is 
authorized, directed, and compelled to re- 
ceive funds and other assets in which the 
Government of Iraq or its agencies, instru- 
mentalities, or controlled entities have an in- 
terest, and to hold, invest, or transfer such 
funds and assets, and any earnings thereon, 
when, to the extent, and in the manner re- 
quired by the Secretary of the Treasury in 
order to fulfill the rights and obligations of 
the United States under United Nations Se- 
curity Council Resolution No. 778. 

Sec. 4. Compliance with this order, or any 
regulation, instruction, or direction issued 
under this order, licensing, authorizing, di- 
recting, or compelling the transfer of the 
blocked funds and other assets described in 
section 2 of this order, or funds and other 
assets received from the United Nations in 
repayment of funds and assets transferred 
pursuant to section 2 of this order, shall, to 
the extent thereof, be a full acquittance and 
discharge for all purposes of the obligation 
of the person making the transfer. No person 
shall be held liable in any court for or with 
respect to anything done or omitted in good 
faith in connection with the administration 
of, or pursuant to and in reliance on, this 
order or any regulation, instruction, or direc- 
tion issued hereunder. The operation of the 
order shall have no effect on rights, debts, 
and claims existing with respect to funds or 
other assets prior to their transfer to the Fed- 
eral Reserve Bank of New York. 

Sec. 5. For the purposes of this order, this 
term “United States financial institution” 
means any United States citizen, permanent 
resident alien, juridical person organized 
under the laws of the United States, or an 
person located in the United States, whic 
is engaged in the business of accepting de- 
posits, making, granting, transferring, Fold. 
ing, or brokering loans or credits, or purchas- 
ing or selling foreign exchange or securities, 
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including, but not limited to, depository insti- 
tutions, banks, saving banks, trust companies, 
securities brokers and dealers, clearing cor- 
cee investment companies, and U.S. 

olding companies, U.S. affiliates, or U.S. 
subsidiaries of the foregoing. This term in- 
cludes branches, offices, and agencies of for- 
eign financial institutions which are located 
in the United States. 

Sec. 6. The Secretary of the Treasury, in 
consultation with the Secretary of State, is 
authorized to take such actions, including the 
issuance of directive licenses, rules, and regu- 
lations, as may be necessary to carry out the 
purposes of this order. The Secretary of the 
Treasury may redelegate any of these func- 
tions to other officers and agencies of the 
Federal Government. All agencies of the 
Federal Government are directed to take all 
appropriate measures within their authority 
to carry out the provisions of this order. 

Sec. 7. Nothing contained in this order 
shall create any right or benefit, substantive 
or procedural, enforceable by any party 
(other than the United States) against the 
United States, its agencies or instrumental- 
ities, its officers or employees, or any other 

rson. 

Sec. 8. (a) This order is effective imme- 
diately. 

(b) This order shall be transmitted to the 
Congress and published in the Federal Reg- 


ister. 

George Bush 
The White House, 
October 21, 1992. 
[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
10:30 a.m., October 22, 1992] 


Note: This Executive order was published in 
the Federal Register on October 23. 


Remarks at a Rally in Vineland, New 
Jersey 
October 22, 1992 


The President. Thank you, Frank. First 
of all, let me just thank Vineland. I have 
never seen ok a wonderful rally. And it’s 
great for the morale. As Frank says, it’s a 
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great day for Vineland. I'll say it’s a great 
day for George Bush. And this will go all 
across the country. 

You know, everyplace I go, I see signs, be- 
cause people are sick and tired of the Con- 
gress, the way it’s been for the last 38 years, 
controlled by the liberal Democrats. Every- 
place I go, I see signs saying, “Clean House!” 
One way to clean it is to send Frank Lo 
Biondo down to the United States Congress. 

I want to thank State Senator Bill 
Gormley, who came to meet us. I want to 
thank Governor Kean, my great leader here 
and a great Governor. If you had him, people 
would be a lot more happy in New Jersey. 
And, of course, Mayor Joe Romano, who's 
standing here with me. Give him great credit 
for all this. And Lou de Marco and so many 
others, I am so very pleased to be here. 

In 12 days, we get right down to the log. 
We get right down to the vote. In 12 days, 
the American people are going to have to 
decide who has the character, who do you 
trust to be President? And I ask for your vote 
on that basis. 

We are caught up in a global recession. 
The United States economy is doing better 
than most of the economies, but we’re not 
doing well enough. The last thing we need 
is to put another liberal Democrat in there 
who wants to raise taxes and raise spending. 
We have a plan, the agenda for America’s 
renewal, to get us out of this economic rut. 
And I see the “Deep-six the Luxury Tax.” 
We don’t need a luxury tax. We need less 
tax. 

You know, I hate to ruin this beautiful 
rally, but we’ve got to put things in perspec- 
tive, because Governor Clinton keeps talking 
about—in the debate, he said something 
scary. He said, “I want to do for America 
what I’ve done for Arkansas.” No way. No 
way. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. In his 10 years in Arkan- 
sas, jobs, wage, income growth have lagged 
the Nation, every single category. He talks 
about reforming health care; after 10 years 
with Bill Clinton, almost half of Arkansas’ 
workers don’t have employer-paid health in- 
surance. They are 49th in the entire Nation. 
Don’t let him do that to the United States. 
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Arkansas ranks 50th in the Nation in the 
percentage of adults with high school diplo- 
mas 50th. 


’ Three out of four Arkansas stu- 
dents after they graduate from high school, 
go to college, and then they need remedial 
education, relearning what they’re supposed 
to learn in high school. They are good people 
down there. They deserve better leadership. 

The et te Corporation for Enter- 
prise Development gave Arkansas failing 
grades for economic development, an “F” for 
employment, an “F” for high technology, an 
“F” for economic development. We cannot 
let him do that to the rest of the country. 

Now he’s campaigning across the country 
saying he’s the candidate for change. Yes, he 
wants to raise taxes by $150 billion. He wants 
to raise spending by $220 billion. You listen 
to that kind of change, and that’s all you'll 
have left in your pocket, change. We don’t 
need it. 

The guy’s all over the field. Yesterday he 
was out there in the West someplace saying 
it would be hypothetical to discuss what pro- 
grams he would cut to pay for all these prom- 
ises. Well, someone’s going to have to pay 
the bill, and it won’t be a hypothetical tax- 
payer. You cannot get all the money he wants 
to spend from the rich and from the middle 
class. He’s going right after your wallet, man. 
If you hold a job on Main Street here, he’s 
going after you. So button it up, and vote 
for me. 

Audience members. Bush! Bush! Bush! 

The President. You saw it. I’m not just 
making this up. You saw it when Governor 
Florio came in here, working with that legis- 
lature. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. You saw what —— 
Don’t do it to the country. Do not do it to 
the country. 

Governor Clinton is talking about, well, we 
really need change. He wants to put the 
White House in the same hands of the bi 
spenders in Congress. The last time we 
this , do you remember what the “misery 
index” was? They invented it—20 percent; 
it’s now 10. Do you remember what the in- 
terest rates were? Twenty-one and a half per- 
cent, with Carter in the White House and 
the libs controlling the Congress. We cannot 
go back. We have got to go forward by get- 
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ting Government spending down and our 
taxes down. 

I think New Jersey, because I think of you 
all as a great export State, you're broad- 
minded. You look around and send a lot of 
New Jersey products all around the world. 
We must open more markets abroad so the 
productive workers in New Jersey can sell 
your products all around the world. Do not 
turn in, turn out. We are the leaders in the 
world. 

You know, there are 72,000 jobs in New 
Jersey tied to exports, 225,000 jobs to foreign 
investment of one kind or another. And Bill 
Clinton waffles on free trade, tax foreign in- 
vestment, threatening 4.5 million U.S. jobs 
by socking it to them. You've got to open 
markets. You've got to encourage invest- 
ments. And I want to open these new mar- 
kets and encourage our workers. We can 
outcompete anyone, anywhere in the world. 
I have confidence in America. 

You look around this town, and you'll see 
that it is small business that employs people, 
not the big ones. They do their part, but it’s 
the small ones that create new jobs and new 
opportunity. So what I propose for small 
business is to give them relief from excessive 
taxation, relief from regulation, and relief 
from these crazy lawsuits that get inflicted 
on the people. 

You know, it’s a sad thing in this country 
when doctors are afraid to deliver babies in 
case some of these crazy lawsuits are going 
to come in and sue them; or somebody 
doesn’t want to coach Little League, afraid 
they're going to get sued; or when some- 

y's riding along the highway and sees an 
accident, they don’t want to stop and help 
the person that’s hurt because they’re afraid 
some crazy trial lawyer’s going to come along 
and sue. We've got to sue each other less 
and care for each other more. 

I am very proud of Governor Tom Kean’s 
record, when he was Governor, on education. 
He was forward-looking. Now he’s part of 
the leadership on a program called America 
2000. It puts the power in the hands of the 
teachers and the led communities. It by- 
passes the powerful union that thinks it’s 
speaking for the teachers. It puts the power 
in the hands of the people. 


Oct. 22 / Administration of George Bush, 1992 


We are literally going to revolutionize edu- 
cation. And one way we're going to do it is 
this: We’re going to do it like the GI bill 
worked. I have a “GI bill” for kids. And we’re 
going to s " to parents: The power should 

be in your hands. We are going to help you 
financially to choose the school of your 
choice, public, private, or religious. 

We've got a good program on health care. 
Give me a couple of more Congressmen like 
Frank here, and we'll get that job done. What 
it says is, don’t throw the baby out with the 
bathwater. Keep insurance going for every- 
body. Help the rest of the poor; tax 
breaks for the middle class; create insurance 
pools; and leave the Government out of the 
insurance business. Get the private citizens 
involved so everyone has insurance for health 
care. 

I’ve got a real big difference—I’ve got a 
tremendous difference with Governor Clin- 
ton on law enforcement. I see these police 
officers out here, and I think we ought to 
support them more, and a little less concern 
for the criminals. The other day—one of the 
great visits I’ve had as President when people 
come to the Oval Office—this one was about 
six or eight guys came up to see me. They 
were all members of the Fraternal Order of 
Police. They endorsed me, and they were 
from Little Rock, Arkansas. Eighty-five per- 
cent of the criminals that are sentenced 
under Federal law fulfill their full term, and 
in Arkansas, 20 percent do. The rest of them 
get going out of there, and they shouldn’t 
do that. We’ve got to be tougher on the 
criminal. Don’t listen to the berals who 
want to tell it the other way around. 

Governor Clinton talks about taxing more 
and spending more. Let me tell you what 
I want to do. Here’s a four-point program 
for you: Give me a balanced budget amend- 
ment, and make us get that deficit down. 
Give the taxpayers that are concerned about 
~ deficit a 10 percent—check on a box— 

age om of your income. If you want to 
apply 


that to the deficit, then that law will 


compel the Congress to cut spending by that 
amount. We can get the deficit down by let- 
ting the people do the job Congress has been 
unwilling to do. The last thing we got to do— 
and one of the others—is to give us a line- 
item veto. Let the President cut through this 
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pork. The fourth point, and I like this one, 
is, you know, Presidents serve limited terms. 
One way to give the Congress back to the 
people is to have term limits for this Con- 


gress. 


But I think the reason I'll win this election 
is going to boil down in the last 2 weeks, 
as all elections do, to character and to trust. 
You know, Justice Hugo Black—I mentioned 
this—did any of you see that debate out there 
in—all right. I mentioned this, I believe that 
great nations, like great men, should keep 
their word. And my argument with Governor 
Clinton is he tries to be all things to all peo- 
ple. In the Oval Office you cannot do that. 
But you have to make the tough decision. 
If you make a mistake, you say, “Listen, I 
made a mistake. Let’s go forward.” But you 
cannot lie, and you can’t be all things to all 
people. 


Over and over again, Governor Clinton is 
trying to be all things to all people. On free 
trade, first he was for it; then he hadn’t made 
up his mind; now he’s for it, maybe. On the 
Persian Gulf, here’s what he said, he said,“I 
agree with the arguments of the minority but 
then again, I guess I would have voted for 
the majority.” If we'd have listened to that 
kind of waffle, Saddam Hussein would con- 
trol the world’s oil and have a nuclear bomb. 
We kicked him out. 


These decisions are not easy, but you can- 
not be waffling on one house—we cannot let 
him make the White House into the waffle 
house. I went down there and had a little 
breakfast there at the Waffle House in North 
Carolina to get the point across. You cannot 


be all things to all people. 


He said in the debate, you’ve got to sepa- 
rate the character of the—he says it this 
way—he says, “It’s not the character of the 
President, it is the character of the Presi- 
dency.” That is not true. They're interlocked. 
Countries look to us to see whether the Presi- 
dent will keep his word and make the tough 
decisions. On the basis of character and trust, 
I ask for your support as President of the 
United States. 


Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 
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The President. You know, if I'd have 
stood here in Vineland 4 years and said 
that Soviet communism would be dead; and 
said that Eastern Europe would be demo- 
cratic; and said that ancient enemies were 
talking peace around the world; and said to 
these kids 4 years ago, we are going to re- 
duce, if not all but eliminate the threat of 
nuclear war, you would have said not only 
is he smoking, but he’s inhaling. All that has 
happened. All that has happened. 


The Soviet bear may be gone, and yes, 
we've changed the world dramatically and 
made it better, but there are still some 
threats out there. So I want to keep this 
country strong. And now I want to use that 
leadership that has literally changed the 
world: lift up the American worker, guaran- 
tee these kids that they are going to have 
a better future. It can’t be done by waffling. 
It’s got to be done through leadership. 


I’m very sorry that Barbara Bush isn’t here 
because I think we've got a great First Lady, 
and I want to see her stay there. But she 
and I have tried very hard to keep the public 
trust, to take the trust you placed in us and 
live with dignity and honor in that White 
House. And now some say to me well, “Why 
do you want to be President?” It’s not a ques- 
tion of wanting to be President. It’s a ques- 
tion of finishing the job for the young people 
here today. I am going to win this election. 
Don’t listen to these nutty pollsters trying to 
tell you how to think. 


I wonder how many people out here have 
ever been called by a pollster. Well, not very 
many show a hand, one guy. We got about 


10,000, 15,000 people here. I don’t know 
who they talk to, but they’re inhaling, and 
we're going to win this election. 

Thank you. Thank you, and may God bless 
the United States of America. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:16 p.m. at 
Seventh Street and Landis Avenue. In his re- 
marks, he referred to Louis de Marco, long- 
time member of the New Jersey Republican 
Party. 
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Remarks on Arrival in Trenton, New 
Jersey 
October 22, 1992 


The President. Thank you very, very 
much. Thank you, guys. 
Audience members 


. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Thank you, New Jersey. 
Thank you, Chris. You know, everyplace I 
go, you see these signs that say, “Clean 
House!” If we had more Congressmen like 
Chris Smith, we wouldn’t be saying, “Clean 
House!” And I want to salute not only Chris 
but Governor Tom Kean. What a great job 
he did for this wonderful State. I want to 
thank the Mayor, Rosemary Pramuck, and 
everybody else who’s done a superb job on 
this rally. 

May I say that I am proud to share this 
stage with Joe Cicippio back here, a true 
American hero. Great courage, you talk 
about courage and stick with—my heavens, 
that man has shown us all an awful lot. And 
we learn from that kind of courage in this 
country. I want to thank him for his persever- 
ance. And I am proud that our policy of not 
negotiating has Seat all the American hos- 
tages. 

Well, I can hardly believe it, but 12 days 
from today, the fate of this country and, in- 
deed, of the free world is in your hands. And 
I ask for your support for 4 more years to 
lead this Nation. 

It’s ‘bed to —- out—— 

members. Four more years! 
Four more year F Four more years! 

The P the question that 
Americans will answer and that the whole 
world will be watching for the answer to, is 
whose idea do you trust to lead America out 
of this global recession, to create new jobs, 
and to keep trust and character in the White 
House? 

For 11 months, Governor Clinton and the 
other liberal Democrats have been running 
around distorting our record. So I want to 
just spend a little time, not ruin this beautiful 
day in New Jersey, but a little time to remind 
America of Governor Clinton’s own record 
in Arkansas. Here we go: They are—I think 
of this State and all we’ve done to work with 
the New Jersey officials to help clean up the 
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beaches—in Arkansas, his record is the 50th 
in quality of environmental initiative; 50th in 
percentage of adults with college degrees; 
50th in per capita spending on criminal jus- 
tice; 49th—they’re moving up—in per capita 
spending on police protection; of their stu- 
dents that graduate from high school, 75 per- 
cent of those that go on to college need re- 
medial education; 48th in the percentage of 
adults with high school diplomas; 48th in 
spending on corrections; 46th in teachers’ 
salaries; 45th in the overall well-being of chil- 
dren. And the other night in that debate, he 
says, “I want to do for America what I’ve 
done for Arkansas.” No way. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. No way. It makes you 
think of the guy that’s failed; he’s 0 and 10 
in the Little League, and he wants to manage 
the Braves. You can’t do that. 

He calls this change. He calls himself the 
candidate of change. Now, let’s look a close 
look at what he offers. Chris mentioned it, 
$150 billion, this is for openers, $150 billion 
in new taxes; $220 billion in new spending. 
That is called trickle-down Government. It 
goes right from the top into your pocket. And 
we don’t need that anymore. He says he’s 
going to take it from the rich. I think 
everybody's heard that one before. He’s not 
going to take it from the rich. If you drive 
a cab, teach school, trying to make ends meet 
in the household, watch your wallet, gang; 
he’s coming after you. And we're not going 
to let it happen on November 3d. 

He says he can work with Congress. I re- 
member the last time we elected a southern 
Governor to go up there and work with this 
spendthrift Congress. Thank God we've got 
guys like Chris. Let me remind you of what 
it was like, though, because that’s what he 
wants to do, program sounds identical. When 
Jimmy Carter left office, same kind of situa- 
tion: inflation wiping out every senior citizen, 
every family, every saver with 15 percent; 
and interest rates, remember, 21.5 percent. 
We do not need that kind of change. Family 
budgets were d out, hopelessness and 
despair, the nd tanding, not even believe 

a credibility of the President of the Unit- 
ed States. And that was changed. And if you 
listen to that kind of change, change is all 
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you'll have left in your pocket. We don’t need 
that. 

You heard my program the other night. 
We're going to get that Government spend- 
ing down and get the tax rates under control 
and let the private sector provide the growth. 
Let small business move out and employ 
more people in this State. 

I’m not the kind of guy that likes to attack 
the media. I like to needle them once in a 
while, though. You remember the bumper 
sticker—who’s got one of those bumper 
stickers? I’d like to show it to you. It’s my 
favorite, there it is! My favorite bumper stick- 
er: “Annoy the Media: Reelect President 
Bush.” It’s great. It’s fantastic. I sure hope 
they've got a good sense of humor back there. 
[Laughter] 

But really, let me tell you this—we’ll see 
how they play it tonight on the news. In early 
October, this was just announced today, the 
number of Americans filing new claims for 
jobless benefits fell to a 2-year low. Now, this 
is a good sign. We've still got big problems, 
but that’s a good sign. We’ve had 3 months 
in a row with unemployment going down. 
But I don’t hear too much noise about it out 
of here. 

I’m not saying we don’t have problems, 
we've got plenty of them. But we’re not going 
to improve them by raising taxes and raising 
Government spending, I'll guarantee you 
that. 

Here’s what I want to do. I want to see 
us expand our markets abroad. You know, 
we've been in a global recession. The United 
States, you can’t tell this from Clinton and 
Gore, the Ozone Man, but I’m telling you, 
the United States is leading all these world 
economies. It’s not just my failure, if you lis- 
ten to the Democrats. We're caught up in 
something global. And the way we'll get out 
of it is to increase our exports. New Jersey 
sells an awful lot of product abroad, sells a 
lot. Open these markets is what I say. Get 
those New Jersey products going into world- 
wide markets, and you watch us lead out of 
this recession. 

I'd like to pin down Governor Clinton on 
this one because he’s got all kinds of man- 
dates he wants to stick on smal! business. But 
one of them was his health care plan that 
would sock it to the small business. And in- 
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stead of that, I believe that small business 
employs two-thirds of the people in this 
country. And they need relief from taxation 
and regulation and litigation. 

And I said yes, litigation. We need legal 
reform. We spend up to $200 billion a year 
on lawyers. I don’t have anything against law- 
yers. I do have something against these crazy 
malpractice lawsuits, these lawsuits that keep 
a neighbor from helping a neighbor, afraid 
of getting sued, that keep a Little League 
coach from—afraid of coaching because 
some crackpot dad is going to sue him with 
a big trial lawyer at his side. We got to sue 
each other less and care for each other more. 

And yes, we need to do something about 
health care. But what we don’t need: to get 
the Government to try to run it. Congress 
couldn’t even run a two-bit bank, and 
screwed up a two-bit post office. Now they 
want to run the health care. 

My plan provides insurance to the poorest 
of the poor; says to the middle class, we're 
going to give you tax breaks; says that your 
health insurance will be portable, leave one 
job, it goes with you; pools insurance so the 
rates come down; goes after malpractice; and 
it does not turn to the Government for ra- 
tioning. Anytime Government rations, the 
price goes up. Let’s get it down by pooling 
insurance. 

Tom Kean was and is one of the great edu- 
cation leaders in this country. He and I both 
know that our America 2000 program to lit- 
erally revolutionize education is the way to 
go. What we are doing is trying to give par- 
ents a choice. Say to a parent, you should 
be able to choose, and we'll help you. Wheth- 
er your kid goes to public school, private 
school, or a religious school. 

Governor Clinton always knocks my back- 
— but did you know that he drove in 

rom Hope into someplace else, a bigger 
place in Arkansas, to go to a parochial school? 
Forty-six percent of the schoolteachers in the 
public schools in Chicago send their kids to 
private school. If you give parents a choice, 
not only will the schools that are chosen im- 
prove, but it will show as it has in Milwaukee 
that those that are left behind will pick them- 
selves up and compete and be better for 
those kids that are left there. 
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I think of the police officers and the sher- 
iffs department and those that are helping 
enforce the law here as dedicated Americans, 
and we owe them a vote of thanks for trying 
to keep our neighborhood free of these 
crackheads and backing up the law. And you 
don’t get that way by coddling the bad ele- 
ments. 

The other day, I told them at this last rally, 
it was a very moving meeting for me. Just 
before I left the White House, I think it was 
eight guys that came up to see me. And they 
were your basic grassroots family people, 
hard-working men, and they came to see to 
endorse me for President. And they were the 
Fraternal Order of Police from Little Rock, 
Arkansas. 

The last point, we got to reform the Gov- 
ernment. We've got to get it right-sized. And 
I'll tell you what I’d do. I’ve got a program 
for getting the deficit down. Let me tell you 
what it is: Give the Nation the balanced 
budget amendment to make the Congress 
get it down. 

Give the taxpayer a check-off on his tax 
return. And if you feel as strongly about the 
deficit as your neighbor or as I do, check 
10 percent of your taxes, send it in, and that 
10 percent then will have to be offset by a 
reduction in Government spending. Con- 
gress can’t do it, let the people do it. 

Forty-three Governors have this one—give 
the President the line-item veto to cross out 
all this stuff. 

And I like the idea of giving the Congress 
back to the people, putting term limits on 
for the new Members of Congress. 

I'll tell you something, I think the defining 
movement, the defining moment in the de- 
bate was when Governor Clinton in Rich- 
mond said, “It’s not the character of the 
President,” he said, “it’s the character of the 
Presidency.” And I say to everybody here, 
the two are interlocked. You cannot separate 
them. You cannot separate those two things. 

I’m not asking for sympathy; I’m just tell. 


ing you sometimes those decisions are tough. 
Sometimes you've got to make a decision that 
doesn’t keep anybody happy. Sometimes you 
have to make a decision that might send 
somebody else’s son or someone else’s 
daughter into harm’s way, as I had to do in 
Desert Storm. And you cannot waffle. You’ve 
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got to look the American people in the eye 
and say, this is what we’re going to do. And 
if you make a mistake, admit it, and then 
go on about the people’s business. 

But in time after time, Governor Clinton 
waffles, trying to make one person happy and 
then the group opposing him happy. And you 
can’t do it, whether it’s free trade or if it’s 
right to work or if, whatever it is. Here’s what 
he said on the war; here’s what he said in 
Desert Storm—how’s this, try this one on for 
a Commander in Chief. He said, “Well, I 
agreed with the minority.” You remember 
the minority were telling me you can’t do 
this, you can’t do that, you've got to let sanc- 
tions work. “I agree with the minority, but 
I guess I would have voted with the major- 
ity.” Leadership? That is a waffle house, and 
we can’t have it for the American people. 

Now, every President, every decision the 
President makes, in one way or another, af- 
fects the lives of others. And let me tell you 
something about character and trust: I’ve 
messed up a time or two, but Barbara and 
I have worked hard to uphold the public trust 
by living there in that White House. We've 
tried to conduct ourselves with decency and 
honor because I do believe in duty, honor, 
and country. 

And now we're getting down to a choice. 
Who do you trust to be the leader of the 
free world and the President of the United 
States? 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Governor Clinton—— 

Audience members. Bush! Bush! Bush! 

The President. Governor Clinton wants 
to win by saying we are a nation in decline. 
Somewhere, he puts it this way, somewhere 
less than Germany and a little more than Sri 
Lanka. Let me tell you something, we have 
problems. We have big, tough economic 
problems, and people are hurting. But we 
are the United States, the most respected na- 
tion on the face of the Earth. And I will not 
apologize for this country. 

I am proud that I served my country in 
uniform. I am proud to be serving as Presi- 
dent. And I came here to say this: I need 
your support because I want to finish the job. 
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And may God bless America. May God 
bless our great country. Thank you all very 
much. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:07 p.m. at 
Trenton-Robbinsville Airport. In his remarks, 
he referred to - h Cicippio, former Amer- 
ican hostage id. in Lebanon. A tape was 
not available for verification of the content 
of these remarks. 


Remarks at a Rally in Ridgewood, 
New Jersey 


October 22, 1992 


The President. Thank you. It’s great to 
be here. Thank you. What a beautiful day 
in New Jersey. And let me tell you some- 
thing: This marvelous crowd convinces me 
that I will be reelected for 4 more years in 
12 days from now. 

I want to thank Bob Grant. I want to thank 
Bob Grant. He always brings people he’s for 
some good luck. And I want to thank your 
Congressman Marge Roukema. You've got a 
great Congressman in Washington, DC. Ev- 
erywhere I go, people yell, “Clean House!” 
If we had more like Marge, you wouldn't be 
doing that. But we need a new Congress to 
work with her to change America. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. This guy’s fired up, up 
here. 

Let me also say that I still wish that Gov- 
ernor Tom Kean were Governor of the State 
of New Jersey, I'll tell you. May I thank 
Mayor Pat Mancuso. And may I say a belated 
congratulations to the Ridgewood Maroons, 
the All-Champions, the State Champions, 
football champions. 

And so, I come into this State feeling good. 
Something’s happening out across this coun- 
try. Something is happening. We’re moving 
up on this guy. And remember, the vote is 
not over until November, when people vote 
on November 3d. And we are going to win 
the election because we are right for the 
American people. 

Here’s what’s going to decide it; here’s 
what’s going to decide it: When people go 
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into that booth, they’re going to have to ask 
themselves, who do you trust to lead America 
out of a global recession? Who do you trust 
to create new jobs? Who has the experience 
and the ideas to lead the United States of 
America? 

For a long time, for a long time, Governor 
Clinton and a handful of an running for 
President, for about a year, have been mis- 
representing our record. And so today, I want 
to run the risk of ruining what is a lovely 
recession—a lovely reception—[laughter|— 
wait’ll you hear this, you'll know what I’m 
talking about. I’ve got to give you just a little 
bit on the Arkansas record. We've got to get 
in perspective. Watch out, here it is. 

The 50th: Arkansas is the 50th in the qual- 
ity of environmental initiatives; they are the 
50th in the percentage of adults with a col- 
lege degree; they are 50th in the per capita 
spending on criminal justice; they are 49th 
in per capita spending on police protection. 
When a kid gets out of high sekeoel 75 per- 
cent of them in college need remedial learn- 
ing. They are 48th in adults with a high 
school diploma; 48th on support for correc- 
tions; 46th on teachers’ salaries; 45th on the 
overall well-being of children. And the cther 
night Governor Clinton says, “I want to do 
for America what I’ve done for Arkansas.” 
No way. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. No way. No way. It’s like 
taking a guy in the Little League, ame 8 
manager of the Little League team that fin- 
ished last, and say he ought to be managing 
the Braves. There’s a big difference between 
failing in Arkansas and leading the United 
States of America. 

I'll give you a little idea of what he has 
already said he wants: $150 billion in new 
taxes, $220 billion in new spending. He talks 
about trickle-down; that is trickle-down Gov- 
ernment. Government's not yet to create a 
job that means anything; small business does 
that. Let’s help small business, not big Gov- 
ernment. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. It’s easy when the times 
are tough. And yes, we've got a tough econ- 
omy. We happen to have one of the best in 
the world. It’s not as good as I want it, but 
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we're in a global slowdown, a global reces- 
sion. And we've got to change things. But 
what we don’t need to do is go back what 
it was like when the Democrats controlled 
the White House and the Congress, which 
they've controlled for 38 years. 

I want to remind you what it was like. In- 
terest rates, some here are too young to re- 
member, 21.5 percent. We don’t want that 
for the United States. Inflation was 15 per- 
cent. The “misery index” was going through 
the ozone hole that Gore talks about all the 
time. And we cannot go back to the failed 
policies of the past. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Our idea is the Govern- 
ment under control and get Government 
spending and the taxation bill down. I saw 
a horrible sign here: it says Clinton equals 
Florio. No, we cannot do that to the United 
States. There it is. The guy’s got it right 
there. 

In early October, the number of Ameri- 
cans filing new claims for jobless benefits— 
to a 2-year low. We just got this announce- 
ment today. It’s a good sign. And I can’t wait 
to turn on the evening TV tonight and hear 
good news for America. I’m sure they'll re- 
port it, so far I haven’t heard too much about 
that. We’ve had unemployment down for the 
last 3 months. I haven't heard too much 
about that. And my favorite bumper sticker, 
Tom, you got it? Here’s my favorite bumper 
sticker of all, “Annoy the Media: Reelect 
Bush.” What is it about these guys? 

Let me tell you what we’ve got to do, and 
New Jersey knows this, we've got to open 
up markets abroad. New Jersey can 
outproduce, outhustle—our workers can 
outproduce, outhustle any, anywhere in the 
world. But we've got to open up these mar- 
kets. We've got to outcompete the rest of 
the world. We don’t turn inward, we turn 
outward and sell New Jersey products in 
markets all around the world, and that’s what 
I stand for. 

A lot of you people here today are small- 
business people. And that means they em- 
ploy two-thirds of the people in this country, 
two-thirds. And they're not taxed too little. 
They're not regulated too little. They're taxed 
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too much and regulated too much and 
they're sued too much. Let’s change all three. 

I’m not, hey look, I’m not against lawyers. 
What I’m against is malpractice lawsuits that 
keep doctors from practicing. I’m against 
lawsuits, so a person goes by and sees a per- 
son lying on the side of the road in a car 
accident and then they’re afraid to pick them 
up and help them because maliely is going 
to sue them; or a Little League coach who's 
afraid to coach because some nutty trial law- 
yer is going to come in and sue the opposi- 
tion. I’m sorry, we are suing each other too 
much in this country and caring for each 
other too little. And we've got to change it. 

And Governor Clinton owes his election 
to the trial lawyers in the past. And we've 
got to stand up against those people and put 
some caps on these ridiculous lawsuits that 
are costing health care alone $25 to $50 bil- 
lion. Do something about it. Change it. 
That’s the kind of change we need. 

We've got a good health care program 
that’s going to get insurance available to the 
poorest of the poor; tax credit to the over- 
worked middle class; get the insurance port- 
able so it goes with you from job to job; 
change malpractice. But do not let the Gov- 
ernment run the health care program. And 
don’t let the Congress do it. Congress can’t 
run a two-bit 4 or a two-bit post office. 
Don’t let them do anything except change; 
change them out. Give Marge some company 
up there that’s sensible like she is. 

We've got a good education program—re- 
form education, America 2000. Tom has 
been in the lead of it. Taking our case for 
new American schools all across the country. 
Saying to the parents, you ought to be able 
to choose, you ought to choose whether you 
want your kid to go to a public, private, or 
religious school. It worked for the GI bill; 
it will work for the public education, too. 

Everyplace I go we are so well supported 
by i eo enforcement re ea And 
very candidly, we have been fighting hard to 
get decent, strong support for our law en- 
orcement community in the Congress. And 
it’s been frustrating. But my idea is we ought 
to have more support for the police and less 
support for the criminals. We need people 
in Congress that will stand up and support 


us. 
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The other day, I think it was eight people 
came up to see me. And they were the salt 
of the Earth, strong family people, dedicated 
to the values of this country. They are sup- 
porting me for President. And they are the 
Fraternal Order of Police from Little Rock, 
Arkansas. 

And speaking of support from labor, I’m 
glad to see the guys from 472 here. Heads 
are on right, strong workers, the best, the 
best. 

Now here’s—let me, let me—I get wound 
up, too wound up here, but I want to tell 
you another approach. I’m concerned about 
the deficit. Marge is concerned about the 
deficit. Parents are concerned about the defi- 
cit because they don’t want their kids having 
their future mortgaged anymore. So I'll give 
you four ideas: one of them, give me a bal- 
anced budget amendment to the Constitu- 
tion and make us, make the Congress and 
the Executive do something about it. 

I like the idea also of giving the taxpayer 
a check-off on his income tax at the end of 
the year. And he or she can check a box, 
pay the tax. Ten percent of it would then 
go, and have to go to reducing the Federal 
deficit. And that would force the Congress 
to offset with spending cuts. We need to give 
the people the power to get this down. 

I think we ought to give the power of the 
Congress back to the people. The President’s 
terms are limited. I favor term limits for the 
Congress. 

And lastly, they send me bill after bill. And 
it’s got 3 good things in it and 25 bad things 
or it will have 20 good things and 4 bad 
things. And I want that, you've got it, I want 
that line-item veto that 43 Governors have. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. !'ll tell you why I reall 
believe I’m going to win this election. I'll tell 
you why: I don’t believe that the country is 
going to turn to a man who said in this de- 
bate, it isn’t the character of the President, 
it is the character of the Presidency. They 
are interlocked. You cannot separate the 
leadership of the President from the char- 
acter of the Presidency. 


And you cannot be all things to all people. 


You've got to say here’s what I believe. And 
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if you make a mistake, you do what you all 
do: you say I was wrong about that, now I’m 
going to get on about the Nation’s business. 
You can’t be on all sides of all questions. 
Whether it’s term limits, where he is one day, 
someplace else the next. CAFE standards, 
one ie he wants 45 miles per gallon—drive 
every auto worker out of business—the next 
day, oh, he’s going to study it a little more. 
A furry owl out on the West Coast, oh, he’s 
all for the owl, but then he sees the timber 
workers, “Oh well, I'll study that one a little 
more.” 

You can’t do that as President of the Unit- 
ed States. I had to make a tough decision, 
some of you may have agreed with it, some 
of you didn’t, but when Saddam Hussein took 
over Kuwait, I determined that we were 
going to kick him out of Kuwait, and we did. 

And where was Bill? He said, here’s ex- 
actly what he said, he said, “I a with 
the minority, but I guess I would have voted 
with the majority.” What kind of leadershi 
is that? Flip-flop, flip-flop, everything to al 
people. You can’t do it. Look the American 

ple in the eye, and say this is what I’m 
for. I'll call them as I see them. I'll be right, 
I'll be wrong, but I’m going to tell you the 
truth. I’m not going to be all things to all 
people. You can’t do it. 

And so I think character is important. And 
I think trust is important. And Barbara and 
I have tried very hard as a family to uphold 
the public trust. The honor of living in this, 
the most fantastic “people’s house” in the en- 
tire world. We have changed the world. 
These kids go to bed at night without the 
same fear of nuclear war that their mothers 
and dads had. And that is challenge and sig- 
nificant change. 

And now what we've got to do is take that 
same leadership, and working with the new 
Congress—and there will be one, there will 
be over 100 new Members of the United 
States Congress—say, I want to sit down with 
you the minute this election is over and do 
the people’s business. Get on with the busi- 
ness of lifting up every family in this country 
and telling 4 not like Clinton does, that 
we're a Nation in decline, but we are the 
best, the fairest, most decent country in the 
entire world. And now let’s make life better 
for every single American. 
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Thank you all. Thank you very, very much, 
and may God bless the United States of 
America. May God bless our great country. 


Note: The President spoke at 3:35 p.m. at 
Veterans Memorial Park. In his remarks, he 
referred to Bob Grant, WABC radio talk 
show host. A tape was not available for ver- 
ification of the content of these remarks. 


Question-and-Answer Session in 
Secaucus, New Jersey 


October 22, 1992 


Rolland Smith. We're very excited about 
tonight’s exclusive event. This is not a debate. 
It’s not a news conference. It is a chance 
for the President to interact with our studio 
audience. Our audience tonight is made up 
of a cross-section of the State’s residents, 
people from all walks of life, and I’ve got 
a handful of questions that the viewers have 
phoned in. 

But now please join me in welcoming the 
President of the United States, George Bush. 

The President. Thank you very, very 
much. Thanks a lot. 

Mr. Smith. Obviously, a warm welcome 
for you, Mr. Bush. 

The President. Well, it was very nice. 

Mr. Smith. Are you ready for questions? 

The President. Sure. Fire away. 


Health Insurance 


Q. I’m a health care worker from Bloom- 
field, New Jersey. My question to you is, if 
elected President again, what would you do 
to keep down the spiraling cost of health care 
insurance, and at the end of 4 years will 
everyone have health care, health insurance? 

The President. Rolland, you're on a sub- 
ject that I think is of paramount importance 
to everyone. Our health care plan works like 
this: It provides vouchers to the poor to get— 
give an insurance to the kind Femail 
next layer in the tax structure. It gives tax 
credits up to $3,750 for the family. It pools 
insurance. 

I don’t believe that we need to go the Gov- 
ernment route. I believe that the way to get 
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these costs down is through competition, 
providing insurance for all. One of the ways 
to get costs down, to get to the second part 
of your question, is to do something about 
malpractice insurance. I’ve got e big dif- 
ference with Governor Clinton on this one. 
It costs $25 billion to $50 billion, these crazy 
lawsuits, and what happens—if you're in the 
field, I’m sure you know this probably a heck 
of a lot better than I do—but what happens 
is, doctors, to protect themselves against 
these crazy lawsuits, do more testing than is 
required. Hospitals, to protect themselves, 
sometimes say, well, instead of giving one 
test, give three. 

So we've got to do something about mal- 
practice insurance. We have got to continue 
to make the field more competitive. I say 
pooling will bring down the costs, and then 
we've got to really get started and try to be 
sure that everyone is insured. I believe that 
will bring the costs down. 

We're also in an electronic age, and there’s 
automatic billing and putting everything to- 
gether in this ee care; all of those will 
contribute to getting the cost down. The first 
thing I think is to get the insurance available 
for all. There’s a lot of people that are not 
covered now, and we’re going to do that. 

I think I can get it done, too, because the 
Congress has got—hey, they've had different 
ideas, but here’s what’s going to happen. 
You’re going to have a whole bunch of new 
Congressmen because of the scandals in the 
Congress, and I believe then people will say, 
let’s get the people’s business on. And I’ve 
taken this case to the people, and I think 
this plan will be the one they try. So I’m 
a little more optimistic than I was a couple 
of months ago. 


Thank you. Good question. 


Incentives for Small Business 


Q. Your opponent Ross Perot has prom- 
ised to help allocate funds for startup busi- 
nesses to create jobs. What would you do 
in your administration, help raise startup cap- 
ital for inventors like me to create jobs right 
now? And why should I vote for you again, 
which I would like to do, but we’re currently 
being strangled by the economy? 

The President. Well, let me put the econ- 
omy in perspective first, if I can. We're in 
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what’s called a global slowdown, or a global 
recession. I'll take my share of the blame. 
But when you look at Germany and Canada 
and France and the European countries, it’s 
hard to believe we’re doing better than they 
are. It’s the U.S. that’s going to lead the way 
out. 

The answer to your question—I don’t 
think Perot said he’s going to give small busi- 
nesses money. Our small business program 
says give tax incentives, an investment tax al- 
lowance. I want to get that through the Con- 
gress. I want to do a capital gains. People 
say a capital gains cut is a tax for the rich; 
the enemy, the opposition says that. It’s not. 
It’s going to stimulate investment in new 
businesses. A person’s going to take a risk 
if they know they can keep a little more of 
what they earn. 

So it’s that. You talk about small business 
getting stimulated, my credit for first-time 
homebuyers says to a homebuyer who never 
owned a home: You're going to get $5,000 
credit. It stimulates a lot of businesses that 
supply the housing industry. So I think those 
three things—cutting down on the paper- 
work, regulation strangling a lot of small busi- 
nesses, is the way to get it done. 

Q. Yes. But right now, the SBA loans are 
for businesses that are in business. And for 
startups, the capital is not available. You 
cannot 

The President. 1 don’t want to mislead 
you. I don’t think the Government will put 
money in risktaking. I don’t think the Gov- 
ernment—see, I think—and I don’t think 
Ross Perot will do that. He may. He’s got 
enough money. He can do anything he wants 
to do. But I don’t think—[laughter]. 

Q. I wish he’d lend some to me right now. 

The President. No, I know. But, I mean, 
I don’t think anybody will say that the Gov- 
ernment, the taxpayers—you’ve got a good 
idea, maybe, but I don’t think everybody here 
should be asked to see if it works or not. 

Q. True. 

The President. 1 do think what you do 
is when you get it started, you ought to be 
able to get loans at a better rate if you're 
a small business. You ought to be able to do 
better on the insurance. And SBA is doing 
better now, and I think that’s the approach 
I'd take. 
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Mr. Smith. Did that answer your ques- 
tion? 

Q. Thank you very much. 

The President. Good luck to you on that. 


Family Values 


Q. Mr. President, the issue of family values 
has been raised during this campaign. Unfor- 
tunately, your opponent and the media has 
focused on what is a family rather than on 
what are values. If reelected, how will you 
get the focus back on values and get the 
country on track related to this issue? 

The President. Well, you're onto some- 
thing. We talk about family values. And the 
more liberal side of the political equation say, 
who are you to tell us what size far ily there 
ought to be, or something of chat aature. I 
was on another network here. I’ve got to be 
a little careful. But the question was, “Do 
you and Barbara think your family is better 
than the Clintons or the Gores?” I said, 
“You're missing the point.” 

I put it like this: The mayors, including 
Tom Bradley, a Democrat from Los Angeles, 
came to see me, the mayors from the Na- 
tional League of Cities, little towns, bi 
towns, Republicans, Democrats. They sai 
the biggest single concern of urban decay is 
the decline in the American family. So let 
me tell you—and it doesn’t mean you have 
to have a two-parent family. But what it does 
mean is kids ought to be taught discipline; 
kids ought to be taught respect for the law; 
kids ought to have parents read to them. 
Government can’t do this. Parents ought to 
have choice in child care. We've ‘ide got 
that in the law. I think choice in education 
is good. I think it strengthens family for a 
mother and a father or a mother alone or 
whoever it is raising a kid to be able to choose 
a choice and get help from the Federal Gov- 
ernment for public school, private school, or 
religious school. 

When Barbara reads to kids, I think it’s 
saying, you ought to read to your children. 
So it’s a broad array of things that I at least 
have in my heart when we talk about family 
values. We are not going to be scared away 
from it. You can’t legislate it. It’s not some- 
thing where you can pass a family value act 
and say, okay, everybody adhere to these 
standards. It’s something we know is wrong. 
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When you have 13-year-old ears 
going up and up and up, don’t tell me family 
values is not important. It is. So that’s what 
I’m talking about. 

How you do it? How you strengthen it? 
A lot of it is through the private sector. He 
won't tell you this, But I will. We have a pro- 
gram called Points of Light, and it salutes 
those in communities all across the country 
that help others. This station does ———e 
for family values. They're, I think, the 12 
Point of Light out of 1,000, the 12th one 
named. Everyone here, I’m told, participates 
in education, helping adopt a school or what- 
ever it is. If a parent’s not there, these le 
are there to help out and say, get the kid 
so everyone knows his name and everybody 
can lift it up when he—dust him off on the 
playground and put him back in the game. 

Family values: Sometimes it’s a parent. A 
lot of times, because of the way families 
break up and we've got so darn many di- 
vorces and stuff, it’s got to be community. 
This station is doing it. I think they strength- 
en families. 

Anyway, that’s the end of speech. If I go 
too long—I get wound up, Rolland, so you 
say, look, to me, because we don’t want to 
deprive them. You just—and I'll try to make 
the answers short. 


School Choice 


Q. Mr. President, I’m concerned about the 
voucher system. The Milwaukee school sys- 
tem, I understand, was the first school system 
in America to institute such a system where 
they have publicly subsidized private school 
choice p s. Their attrition rate has 
been remarkably high, 46 percent. It doesn’t 
seem to be working. And I’m concerned 
about the program, number one. And sec- 
ondly, is this a violation of principle of sepa- 
ration of church and state? 

The President. No, it’s not a violation. 
The GI bill was not a violation. I’m old 
enough to have gotten out of the war, and 
they gave me the GI bill. You know, it didn’t 
say you have to go to a religious school, pub- 
lic school, or private school. It worked. Those 
schools that weren’t chosen picked them- 
selves up and did better. 

Milwaukee is working. If it weren’t why 
would the Mayor, a Democrat, why would 
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Polly Williams, a black former member—I 
think she was a Democrat in the State legisla- 
ture, whose own child has benefited from this 
choice, come down to the White House, as 
they did a few months ago, and say you ought 
to try it nationally? I don’t know about the 
numbers. All I know is they believe it is really 
working there. 

It’s not violation of church and state be- 
cause the money goes to the family, the 
voucher goes to the family. And it’s not just 
Milwaukee, but it is working. 

Do we have time to tell this example? She 
mentioned Polly Williams, a black mother 
whose child was in a bad public school, one 
that wasn’t achieving anything. They said, 
“Your kid is dysfunctional, or he can’t keep 
up.” She said, “He’s not dysfunctional. He’s 
a good kid.” And she arranged through this 
program to get the kid into a private school; 
chose a different school, and the kid is really 
achieving now. And the school that he left, 
she tells me, is trying to do better now. 

So I don’t think it’s a—I know it’s not a 
violation of church and state, and we ought 
to try something different. We've used the 
same educational system for years. We're 
spending more money now, my administra- 
tion is, than any other administration on edu- 
cation, and I’m not happy with the results. 
So try something different. That’s my—— 
[applause]. 

The Economy 

Q. I'm a self-employed sports photog- 
rapher. A few days ago you were quoted in 
the local newspaper as saying when the his- 
tory of the recession is written, the recession 
will have ended five quarters ago, four quar- 
ters ago? 

The President. Five. 

Q. What we've been reading also in the 
papers is that the majority of people in the 
country are still having trouble finding work. 
Thousands of people are still being laid off. 
The gross national product is either flat or 
down. Exports were down last month. I don’t 
understand. Could you please explain how 
you could justify that statement? 

The President. Good question. The defi- 
nition of a recession that I was using, and 
it’s the technical definition, is two straight 
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quarters of negative growth. Do you agree 
with that? 

Q. That’s one definition of it, yes. 

The President. Well, what’s another one? 
Another definition is, if you’re out of work 
it’s a depression, not a recession. So that is 
the technical definition. We have had five 
straight quarters of economic growth. And 
that’s what I was referring to. I’m not trying 
to say people aren’t hurting. We’ve had 3 
straight months of national unemployment 
going down. Today, we had the lowest unem- 
ployment claims announced in the last cou- 
ple of years. So there are some encouraging 
signs. 

Interest rates are down. If you're a saver, 
you're not getting wiped out by inflation. If 
you're borrowing money, had a home mort- 
gage, you can refinance it and save a pretty 
good chunk of change. The last time the 
Democrats had the White House and the 
Congress, interest rates were 21.5 percent. 

Q. They were also that high under Mr. 
Reagan’s term as well. 

The President. Well, if they were, it was 
for a month or two, because they've been 
down now. And the point is they're way 
down, because the “misery index,” that was 
invented by the Democrats, of inflation and 
unemployment, was 21 percent and now it’s 
10 percent. 

All I’m saying is, not everything is good. 
But I’m telling you—you asked me how I 
arrived at that 

Q. You said the recession would have been 
over 5 months ago. I think a lot of people 
in this country would disagree with you. And 
the definition of terms 

The President. May | finish and let me 
answer that for you? I sent up to the Con- 
gress—this guy asked the right question on 
small business—a bill to put in an investment 
tax allowance to stimulate business. I put in 
one on a capital gains tax. I put in one that 
said that first-time homebuyers should get 
a credit. 

All three of those would stimulate the 
economy, and none of them have come down 
to the White House. That’s what I was refer- 
ring to. You may not agree with that, but 
that’s what I was referring to. And I’m con- 
vinced it would have—past pluperfect, or 
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whatever it is—stimulated the economy. I’m 
absolutely convinced of it. 


Balanced Budget Amendment 


Q. Mr. President, you are a supporter of 
the balanced budget amendment to the Unit- 
ed States Constitution. Can you please tell 
us why you have never presented to Congress 
a balanced budget? 

The President. I’ve presented four of 
them. I can’t do it in one—you mean in one 
year? Balanced budget. 

Q. Yes. 

The President. You can’t do it in a year. 

Q. Any year. One balanced budget. Well, 
then, why the proposal of a balanced budget 
when it’s almost impossible to achieve? 

The President. Look, let me clear it up 
for you. The balanced budget amendment 
would have to be phased in. There’s no way 
you can balance it in one year. Everybody 
concedes that. But I have submitted 4 
straight years to the Congress. It’s printed— 
I'd get a hernia lifting it. Really, it’s out there, 
and it brings it down each time to zero after 
4 or 5 years, 5 years. 

The balance budget amendment would 
discipline not only the Congress but the exec- 
utive branch. The States live under it. Gov- 
ernor Clinton talks about he’s balanced the 
budget in Arkansas. He has to. That is the 
law. We got it very close in the last Congress. 
We got down—I think the votes separated 
were about six votes out of a mainly Demo- 
cratic-controlled Congress. And six or seven 
of the le that had co-sponsored it got 
the rat an re to twist their arms out of their 
sockets, and they voted against the thing they 
co-sponsored. 

It’s not magic, but it will discipline the 
Government. So will a line-item veto. So will 
the check-off I’ve proposed. The check-off 
says to a taxpayer, look, if you care about 
the deficit, check 10 percent of your taxes 
that have to go to met the deficit. Can’t 
be offset by spending increases. 

So I really think these—— 

Q. Will that affect entitlements, though? 
Won't that affect some of the entitlements, 
the 10 percent checking-off? 

The President. No. Well, it will affect get- 
ting the budget deficit down, and that de- 
pends on how the Congress and the Presi- 
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dent do. Here’s what we’re going to have to 
do to get it down. There isn’t any easy for- 
mula. There’s no free lunch out there any- 
more. You're going to have to control the 
growth of the mandatory spending programs. 
You don’t have to cut them, but they can’t 
grow as fast. And that I really believe is the 
answer. Set Social Security aside. Don’t 
touch it, and control the growth of the man- 
datory programs. Two-thirds of the budget, 
the President never gets to sign it, never gets 
to touch it. It’s automatic because, as you 
say, it’s an entitlement. 

Gridlock 

Q. Mr. President, you criticized the 
gridlocked Congress, and you just did 
again—— 

The President. Yes. 

Q. ——on the gentleman’s question. Yet, 
President Reagan didn’t seem to have that 
much trouble getting major legislation such 
as tax reform accomplished. Why haven’t you 
been able to do the same thing? 

The President. 1 think we have on some 
things, child care. One of the great things 
is the Americans for Disabilities Act. It says 
to the handicapped or disabled, we’re going 
to get you into the mainstream, a major bi- 
partisan agreement. A lot of Presidents tried 
to get the revised Clean Air Act. I happen 
to believe strongly in clean air. We passed 
that with this Congress. We passed the high- 
way bill, $150 billion infrastructure bill. So 
we've gotten a lot of things done. But on this 
one, I’ve got a big difference with—maybe 
with—I know I do with him, but he isn’t in 
the Congress. Thank heavens. We've got 
enough guys like him. [Laughter] 

No, but we've got a big difference. I mean, 
I honestly believe that the Democrats that 
control the Congress, not all but those that 
control it, have a very different philosophy 
of priorities. And I think that’s why we 
haven't been able to get these financial in- 
centives through. 

But here’s why the gridlock will end: Con- 
gress has got it so fouled up with the post 
office and a bank—they can’t run a two-bit 
bank. One party has controlled it for 38 years. 
Just by accident they should have changed 
control, and it hasn’t happened. Now you're 
going to have over 100 new Members of Con- 
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gress, some Democrats, some Republican. 
But they're going to have to listen to the vot- 
ers, as I do. I think you're going to see the 
ability to move, certainly in the first year. The 
best time for the new President to do some- 
thing, particularly when it doesn’t have to run 
again, doesn’t have to worry about any poli- 
tics, is in that first 120 days. I think that’s 
how you break the gridlock. 


The Arkansas Record 


Q. Good evening, Mr. President. To get 
away from the economy, I would just like 
to know, are the American people ever going 
to know the truth about Governor Clinton’s 
record in Arkansas before election? 

The President. Well, I’m trying to get it 
out. You know, I tried to point it out in the 
last debate. I didn’t do it in the first couple 
of debates, and I think I made a tactical mis- 
take because he has been talking about my 
record. And I think, very candidly—I don’t 
want to sound harsh or critical in the lovely 
ambience like this. However, I think he’s 
been very unfair about it. And I think I'll 
take my share of the responsibility. Unlike 
him, if I make a mistake, rll admit it. 

But Arkansas is near the bottom on every 
single category. He says they've done better 
in jobs. He takes one period, one month. And 
for 10 years as Governor, they have achieved 
30 percent of what the rest of the Nation 
did. On education, 75 percent of the kids that 
graduate from high school there have to have 
remedial education when they get to college. 
I mean—the environment, 50th. He said the 
other day, “I want to do for the United States 
what I’ve done for Arkansas.” And I’m think- 
ing, my God, please don’t do that. We’ve got 
enough problems. 

So the record will be out there. And some 
say, well, that’s negative campaigning. And 
I'll say, where have you been for the | tll 
years with this guy and six others like him 
knocking my brains out? So I think we need 
to take that case out there. 


Domestic Accomplishments 


Q. Mr. President, what would you con- 
sider to be your single most important ac- 
complishment as President? 

The President. Domestic or foreign? 

Q. Domestic. 
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The President. Domestic. I mentioned 
some of them. I believe in the environment, 
the Clean Air Act. I think I take the most 
personal joy in the Americans for Disabilities 
Act. Worldwide, the fact that these kids go 
to bed without the same fear of nuclear war. 


Innowation in Education 


Mr. Smith. Mr. President, a teacher from 
the Kentler School in Westwood, New Jer- 
sey, had her kids write some questions for 
you, and this one is, “What ps you think 
about expanding the school year?” 

The President. | think it ought to be de- 
cided by local school districts. I think we've 
got to innovate in this country. My America 
2000 program bypasses the mandates from 
Congress and says to communities, you de- 
cide. You want a shorter school year, fine. 
You want a longer school year, fine. You want 
a different kind of school building, but let’s 
innovate. Let’s try new things. That’s why I 
answered as I did on school choice. 

Q. I’m a mother of three children, and 
I'd like to know in the next 4 years how are 
you going to continue to fight drugs? 

The President. Well, we've got to win it, 
and we haven’t won yet. We've made 
progress. Teenage use of cocaine is down 60 
percent. The addictive drug use, regrettably, 
is going the wrong way. Back the law enforce- 
ment people; do better in interdiction, al- 
though we’ve made some great strides work- 
ing with Colombia, Peru, and all of these 
countries. And then back up the law enforce- 
ment people with tougher, not weaker but 
tougher, anticrime legislation that puts these 
real dealers away for a long, long time. No 
appeals—not getting them out early. He’s 
trying to get me to do this quicker. But that’s 
a quick and dirty answer. And education, 
education and rehabilitation. 


Republican Party Platform 


Q. Good evening, Mr. President. I voted 
for you, sir, in 1988 because I thought you 
were a moderate. I’m voting for Governor 
Clinton in ’92 because he’s the moderate. 
And the thing is, your convention—Pat Bu- 
chanan, Pat Robertson, extreme right-wing 
jargon—I mean, it didn’t seem to fit with 
George Bush and the George Bush we knew 
in 1988. Can you talk about it? 
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The President. I'd be glad to talk about 
it. Our party has room for plenty of diversity 
in ii. The Democrats’ convention wouldn't 
even let somebody speak if they differed on 
that very sensitive question of abortion. The 
Governor of Pennsylvania wasn’t even al- 
lowed to have any air time. And so I'll be 
glad to talk about it. Our convention was ac- 
cused by the Governor of New York, the il- 
lustrious Mario Cuomo, right in the front 
page of the New York Post, of being like the 
Nazis. His cochairman called me a racist, and 
you can condone this, as a professor? I’m 
sorry. I don’t think that’s right. 

We have diversity. I don’t agree with ev- 
erything in the platform, and I don’t agree 
with every spokesman at our convention. So 
we've got a large—— 

Q. So you don’t necessarily stand behind 
the platform of the Republican Party? 

The President. Not necessarily every part 
of it. I differ with 

Q. What do you disagree with? 

The President. Well, I’ve already told you 
my position on abortion. I hope you know 
what it is. I’m against this wanton abortion. 
But I don’t—favor rape, incest, and the life 
of the mother as exceptions to it. So I’m not 
going to necessarily be bound. I’m the Presi- 
dent. I'll say what I’m for and what I’m 
against. I’ve got to argue with you, I’ve got 
to argue on this liberal perception that this 
is some kind of a racist, reactionary situation 
there. It isn’t. You talk about family values. 
And the libs say, oh, we shouldn’t do that. 
We should do it. This is vital to the American 
people, and we ought to endorse it. 


The Character Issue 


Q. Mr. President, I’m a comrade in arms 
from World War II. Unlike you, I’m a dough- 
boy, not a flyboy. I’m very much bothered 
by Clinton’s record on the draft. I have with 
me his letter that was published in the New 
York Times February 13, ’92, Mr. President, 
in which he states, “I stayed up all night writ- 
ing a letter to the chairman of my draft board 
stating: after all, would he please draft me 
as soon as possible.” That’s what he said. His 
very next paragraph, he said, “I never mailed 
the letter.” Now, my question to you, Mr. 
President, did he ever submit himself into 
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the draft before he was saved by the draft 
lottery number? 

The President. I'll be honest with you— 
I’m not ducking your question—I don’t know 
the answer. What I do know is on April 17th 
he said, “I will get all my records out.” It 
hasn’t happened. 

My argument with Governor Clinton, I 
have a different view of service to country, 
and I have a different view of organizing 
demonstrations in England when you've got 
ghetto kids dying in Vietnam. But I was told 
by some that that’s a little old-fashioned. My 
argument is broader. It is this pattern of say- 
ing one thing and then the truth coming out 
on the other side of it. 

Some say character is not an issue. He said 
it’s the character of the Presidency, not the 
character of the President. And I could not 
disagree with him more. I believe they're 
interlocked. So I think he ought to tell the 
truth. 


Iraq 

Q. Mr. President, I’m self-employed. I'd 
like to switch for a moment to some overseas 
events. Today’s Bergen Record, there was an 
article—I have it here—that states that three 
Federal agencies are investigating U.S.-made 
equipment that was recently found at a nu- 
clear development site in Iraq by U.N. in- 
spectors. In Monday's debate you said that 
no U.S. technology was used in Iraq’s nuclear 
weapons development program. How do you 
account for this discrepancy? 

The President. | believe this is dual-use 
equipment. I believe this was dual use that 
was cleared. If it’s not, somebody screwed 
up or somebody took equipment that 
shouldn’t have been shipped over there, or 
not. We never, ever tried to support Saddam 
Hussein in building his nuclear capability. It 
is the United States that guaranteed he 
doesn’t have one. 

So if there was some high-level, you know, 
just really special level technology that got 
there, it got there without the knowledge of 
the United States. But what I saw today— 
I don’t know about the Bergen Record—was 
dual-use tech—have you got what kind of 


equipment it was? 
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Q. It said that it was an electronic welding 
machine that we shipped to Iraq in 1988 
under Commerce Department license. 

The President. Okay, well, if it was li- 
censed, that’s dual use. I have no problem 
with that. 

Q. For general military purposes, it says. 

The President. Okay. If it was dual use, 
it can have a civilian use and others. Some 
equipment did this. Some computers were 
in that category. But if it was designed strictly 
to build up a nuclear capability, it shouldn't 
be there, and I hope none was there. That’s 
what I was talking about, and I hope it didn’t 
get there. 

Q. Isn’t it a bit naive, though, to think that 
if a country like Iraq with a madman like 
Saddam Hussein at the helm would not try 
to use some of this equipment for nuclear 
development? 

The President. No, I don’t think it was 
naive if the equipment itself is not going to 
enhance his nuclear capability. I don’t think 
so. 
But, look, we were trying to bring him into 
the family of nations. They just Rnished a 
war. He had the fourth biggest army in the 
world. Our friends over in that part of the 
country who became our allies felt we were 
too tough on him, we were: going to drive 
him into a more totalitarian position. And we 
had a good program. It included sending 
grain over there. And it didn’t work. The guy 
then went in and took Kuwait, and we 
knocked his brains out. 

And you've got a lot of Democrats who 
didn’t want to move at all down there trying 
to make something to cover their own necks 
and trying to make it look like they were right 
all along. If I had listened to them, Saddam 
Hussein would be in downtown Riyadh in 
Saudi Arabia, and he’d have had a nuclear 
weapon. So we tried; didn’t work. Admit it, 
ge on and do your business. In this case, put 

im back in his box and destroy the fourth 
largest army. 
[At this point, the television station took a 
commercial break. | 


Mr. Smith. We're back with America 
again. Our studio audience is made up of a 
cross-section of New Jersey residents, and 
let’s get to some of our questions. This one 
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was called in, Mr. President, on our 800 
number. 
Foreign Loans 

How much of our national debt is attrib- 
uted to loans to other countries? 

The President. Oh, | can’t tell you the 
figure. Not anything substantial in terms of 
the total debt. But gosh, I don’t think I could 
even estimate it for you. Do you consider 
a grain credit a loanP And you know, you 
get things where we guarantee loans, but 
they are not technically loans. I’d say I'd just 
have to get her name and address and 

Mr. Smith. She was probably wondering 
if it was a large percentage. 

The President. No, it’s not a large per- 
centage. It’s a substantial amount of bucks, 
but in terms of the total debt, it is not. But 
let me say: Have you got her address, be- 
cause I think she’s entitled to a decent an- 
swer. 

Mr. Smith. I have just the name and 
other—I’m sure she'll call in. 


The Environment 


Q. Mr. President, if I were a Clinton sup- 
porter because of his stand on environmental 
issues, what would you say to convince me 
that t my at least as concerned, if not more 


so, than Governor Clinton? And also, how 
does Millie feel about reintroduction of the 
wolves into our national parks? 

The President. All right. On the Clinton 
record, one of the reasons I have to do a 
better job in describing Arkansas is they are 
50th in the Nation. He said the other night 
in a debate, “I want to do for America what 
I’ve done for Arkansas.” That wouldn’t be 
very good. We’ve got a good record on the 
wilderness. We've got a good record on EPA 
enforcement. We ane the Clean Air Act 
that no other President has been able to do. 
We've got a good record on planting a billion 
trees a year in forestry. 

So I am not on the extreme of the environ- 
ment. I believe that you can get compatibility 
between jobs and in the environment. But 
I would ask only that you compare these 
things and more that I’ve named with what 
his record actually is. I don’t think that’s neg- 
ative campaigning. I think that’s comparative. 

I don’t think Millie’s got a position on the 
wolves, but—[laughter|—I’m a little wary 
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about that because I think again I'd come 
down on the side of the people out there 
that are making their living. I wouldn’t want 
to do something that’s going to wipe out their 
cattle herd. 

Q. Do you feel that you’re the environ- 
mental President? 

The President. | think I’ve done well, yes. 
Don’t think we’ve gotten much credit for it, 
but I’ve clicked off some of the reasons I 
think we should. I came to New Jersey, and 
I said, “We're going to give you Federal help 
to clean up the beaches, and we're going to 
stop ocean dumping.” In that area I think 
we're doing all right. That was easy. 


Cable Television Consumer Protection 
and Competition Act 

Q. Mr. President, you recently vetoed 
cable television legislation that would have 
controlled the sometimes exorbitant fees 
these companies could charge. Did the veto 
have anything to do with the fact that your 
son Neil networks for the owner of one of 
the largest cable television systems in the 
country? 

The President. No, it didn’t. I never 
talked to him about it. I just hope that you’re 
right and that your cable rates go down. My 
view is that the—and I lost, I lost to the Con- 
gress on this. It was a battle of the networks 
versus the cables, and the networks won. 
Now I hope your cable rates go down, as 
they told you they were going to, because 
I’m out of this. I tried to keep them down 
by not putting in more regulations. That’s 
why I felt that way. But please be sure and 
write me when your cable rates go down. I’m 
waiting. They're not going to do it. I don’t 
believe they'll do it. 

They had a big battle, cable versus the net- 
works. I said, “Look, we don’t need more 
regulation.” We got beat, and I hope that 
the other side is right, because they rep- 
resented that the rates are going to come 
down. We'll see. 


College Loans 

Q. 7 question is regarding education. 
I've read that you're in favor of cutting Fed- 
eral aid to families who earn $20,000 and 
over. As a student, this would affect me se- 
verely. Is it true? 





2056 


The President. No. Twenty thousand dol- 
lars over, cutting Federal aid for what? 

Q. For student assistance. 

The President. Well, what we've done is 
increase Pell grant money. I don’t believe 
that the richest of the rich—and it’s not 
only—it’s $20,000—should get the same ben- 
efits for scholarships for college—are you 
talking about college aid? Yes—that every- 
body else gets. I just think it ought to have 
some means tests in there. 

American Protesters in Foreign Countries 

Q. My question is a followup to the idea 
of the distinction between yaa ec 
here or demonstrating in a foreign land, 
which I find difficult to understand. But di- 
vorcing it for a minute and following your 
logic, wouldn’t it also be wrong to show lack 
of character or bad judgment if the person 
runr ing for President were from your gen- 
eration and, instead of protesting Vietnam, 
he had protested U.S. treatment of Japanese 
Americans by quarantining them outside one 
of our embassies in a foreign land while we 
were at war with Japan during World War 
II? 

The President. You mean to go to—would 
it have been wrong to be protesting in Japan 
during World War II? 

Q. No, Japan—in one of our embassies. 
Let’s say, Mexico, Canada, whatever it hap- 
pened to be, outside organizing demonstra- 
tions, protesting American policy, while we 
are at war with a foreign country? 

The President. Well, gosh. Back then, I 
don’t think anybody would have done that. 
It was quite different. It’s hard for people 
to understand it. I make a distinction. We 
get protests out there, Barbara and I do. We 
have dinner in a little dining room upstairs 
in the White House, and you look out, and 
there’s always some group out there. Some- 
times they're a bunch of weirdos, and some- 
times they're very genuine, people that want 
to protest something, and I i sa that. 
It’s a distinction that I think has a difference, 
but it’s legally—I’m not a lawyer, so I can’t 
prove it. 

I just think it is morally indefensible—and 
maybe it is generational, because I did fight 
for the country, and I was in combat. I just 
think it’s morally indefensible to go to a for- 
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eign country, particularly with the record that 
we heard a little bit about here tonight, and 
organize demonstrations against your own 
country in a foreign land. Come to the White 
House and do it. It’s not legal—it’s not a legal 
difference. It’s not a legal difference. It’s 
just—tell you what I think—obviously have 
a little trouble getting you to agree with me. 


NAFTA 


Q. Mr. President, with your recently 
signed trade pact, do you really believe that 
it’s going to create more jobs for uu—— 

The President. Absolutely, yes. 

Q. ——companies will go down to Mexico, 
and they'll get cheap labor. How many _ 
” do you really believe will relocate from 

ere to go down there and work? 

The President. I don’t think many will, 
because if they were—let me ask you this 
question: If the labor union bosses in Wash- 
ington are right, and we're going to ship a 
lot of jobs abroad, why is Haiti not the manu- 
facturing capital of the world today? They've 
got the lowest wages. Why is American busi- 
ness not pouring into Haiti? 

This is going to create—the gentleman’s 
talking about the North American free trade 
agreement, and that is going to create jobs. 
It is exports that have saved us in this econ- 
omy, export jobs in America. And so I dis- 
agree with those. 

If it’s going to lose jobs, you may have one 
or two, but then retrain. Have the best re- 
training program in the world, and reach out 
and create jobs. 

Q. It would be nice to retrain if the compa- 
nies were still here. But if they're going 
there, they're going to get the cheap te 
there. They're not going to—— 

The President. Well, why haven't they al- 
ready gone? 

Q. Because they did not have the trade 
pact now. Now they do, they can go down 
there and get the cheaper labor. 

The President. Well, no, they can go right 
now. They can locate in these countries. See, 
the trade pact doesn’t just give license to 
move a business down there. You can go right 
now. Take your factory, move to Haiti, and 
you couldn’t get a darn thing done. 

Q. How would they bring it back if there 
wasn’t a trade agreement to send products 
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back into the United States, because we 
weren't going to take all their products. Now 
that we have this trade pact, we can 

The President. I see what you—I think 
you're making a good case for protection, and 
I think protection is just 180 degrees wrong. 
What I think we need to do is expand mar- 
kets. We're in a global economy. It’s no 
longer just the U.S. We can’t live behind 
these borders. We're caught up in a global 
slowdown, recession in some countries, 
growth going down. And so I believe that 
the way to get out of it is—no, the way to 
get out of it is to continue to sell more 
abroad. New Jersey is an export State. You've 
got a great port. You’re moving product out 
of here. 

Mr. Smith. It’s also a question State, and 
we have a lot of them for you. [Laughter] 

The President. Sorry. 


Wilderness Conservation 


Q. I’m an outdoorsman, as I know you are. 
I enjoy my fishing. What are you going to 
do to protect our national forests and parks 
from people who want to chop the trees 
down, the lumber companies, and destroy 
most of them and kill off the animals? 

The President. 1 don’t think you can do 
that. I think we’ve got to have good, strong 
conservation policies. I think we do. We've 
done something about the old growth forests. 
We've stopped this slashing approach that 
you're talking about, although I think that’s 
been going on—better balance on that is 
being found. And I am an outdoorsman. I 
am a sportsman. And I think we can take 
great pride in the stewardship of the parks 
under me. More wilderness has been cre- 
ated. I don’t want to have so much that you 
deny people access. But we have created 
more, not less, wilderness areas than any pre- 
vious administration. But you raise a tough 
question because you do have to find a bal- 
ance. We’re going to keep striving to do that. 


Deadbeat Dads 


Mr. Smith. Mr. President, this came in 
on one of our 800 numbers. It says it’s from 
John from New York. He says, “I’m 13 years 
old. My father hasn’t paid child support for 
a year. What will you do to make sure that 
deadbeat dads pay?” 
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The President. Try to pass laws to crack 
down on them. And we have to do that. It 
is simply unfair, and we submitted legislation 
again that I think makes sense. They don’t 
get the passport. They don’t get a lot of things 
that the Federal Government can control if 
they don’t pay up. And I believe that the kid 
is right. We've got to put legislation through 
to back up these families and get these dead- 
beat dads to do what they're supposed to do. 
Entitlement Programs for the Disabled 

Q. Mr. President, my major concern is the 
cut in Social Security benefits for the dis- 
abled, health care benefits for the disabled, 
job opportunities for the disabled, and a 
change in the Social Security law to allow 
disabled people to work without having their 
benefits penalized. 

The President. What's your question? 
How do I feel about that? 

Q. Yes. 

The President. Well, the Americans for 
Disabilities Act really has helped for the dis- 
abled. The other, second part of it: Do not 
fool around with Social Security benefits. 
Don’t touch them. I pledged to the Congress 
in the State of the Union, do not mess with 
Social Security, and we haven't. So I think 
we've got to leave that sacrosanct from this 
lady’s very appropriate question, “How are 
you going = on oes deficit down without 
cutting benefits.” You control the growth of 
the oom to population and to inflation, but 
don’t touch Social Security. 


Education 


Q. Mr. President, what educational re- 
forms will be used in your next 4 years in 
the White House? 

The President. Educational reforms: 
America 2000 is our main educational re- 
form. It addresses K through 12. Parental 
choice I’ve touched about. Programs to get 
the communities involved. We 0 a thing 
called the New American School Corpora- 
tion. And I might say, unlike Governor Clin- 
ton, I oppose the English-only legislation that 
bounces around in these various States be- 
cause I think it would result in discrimina- 
tion. And perhaps I’m a little sensitive be- 
cause I have two grandchildren who are half 
Mexican, and it makes you a little more sim- 
patico. I think the answer is to go with this 
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America 2000 p 
put the emphasis 
nity level. 

Unions don’t like it. The teachers union 
doesn’t like it, but they—never in for me any- 
way so I’m not going to worry about that. 
[Laughter] And I want to support the teach- 
ers, the teachers, not the NEA. Bilingual, 
we've got to—I’m sorry I missed it. We've 

‘ot a strong bilingual program. Money for 
ilingual is up under the Education Depart- 
ment. 
Bosnia 

Q. Mr. President, do you have any plans 
for United States involvement in the struggle 
in Bosnia? 

The President. Well, we're involved. 
We're trying to help in a relief sense. I don’t 
have any plans to put troops in there. When 
you commit someone else’s son or daughter 
to war, it’s a pretty burdensome thing. And 
I won't do that until the military, Colin Pow- 
ell, Cheney, come to me and say, “Here’s 
what we need to do. Here’s what our mission 
is. And here’s how those kids are going to 
get out.” Vietnam, we didn’t do it that way. 
We made a big mistake. Saudi Arabia, we 
did do it the way I say, and something good 
happened. 

But I think the answer is to continue to 
push on emergency relief. I also think that 
what we're doing—we took the lead in the 
U.N. on something called the no-fly zone, 
passing a resolution, which is now inter- 
national law, that says the Serbian planes will 
not fly. And so far they've watched it. 

The big question comes: What if they do? 
Then the President has to make another de- 
cision. Do you permit it, or do you do some- 
ig ape it? We can do something about 
it. T. 


e question is—we’ll cross that bridge 


am that’s really going to 
k at the local commu- 


when we come to it. But I’m not considering 
a American kids into this very com- 


plicated ethnic, historically ethnic battle over 
there. It is so sad, too. 


Foreign Policy 

Q. Mr. President, first of all, I want to 
tell you that my patient this morning was Fa- 
ther John Connally, and he took a census of 
some of Don Boscoe’s students in Ramsey, 
New Jersey. He found that you were an over- 
whelming favorite, 2 to 1. 
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The question is the following: Mr. Presi- 
dent, the American people owe you a major 
debt of gratitude for your helping bring the 
cold war to an end. However, in spite of this 
bloodshed in Yugoslavia, Russian troops are 
still in European nations, and there are still 
missiles aimed at the U.S. There is continen- 
tal unrest in the Mideast. 

Mr. Smith. Your question, please. 

Q. Do you feel that Governor Clinton 
would be equipped to handle these prob- 
lems? What, if anything, do you know about 
his background in foreign affairs? 

The President. Well, that’s what we call 
a slow ball in the trade. You can see the 
seams going across the plate. [Laughter] He 
has no experience in it. But you put your 
finger on a problem. There’s still ger in 
the world, and that’s why I do not want to 
cut the defense spending more. We've al- 
ready cut it by billions of dollars, reduced 
the troop level by thousands. But there are 
wolves in the woods. And the doctor put his 
finger on some of them. And we've got to 
stay persuasively strong to enhance the road, 
the democratic road for these countries, to 
be sure these nuclear weapons come out. 

One thing I take great pride in is the fact 
that I worked out a deal with Yeltsin to elimi- 
nate these SS-18 missiles, the most desta- 
bilizing intercontinental ballistic missiles. 
We've got that in writing. But we've got to 
stay persuasively strong to be sure that the 
deal is finalized and that the troops go out 
of these Eastern European and these Baltic 
countries and that peace prevails. 

Mr. Smith. Mr. President, thank you. 
You’ve had almost an hour to answer the 
—— from people of New Jersey. Is 

ere anything you'd like to say to our view- 
ing audience tonight? 

The President. Well, I don’t want to take 
advantage of them and make the normal po- 
litical pitch. But let me just say this: Tha 
I am not pessimistic about America. I’ve got 
a big seen te Governor Clinton 
says we're somewhere less than Germany and 
more than Sri Lanka, I don’t agree with that. 
We're going through an awful difficult time. 
But it’s the United States that’s going to lead 
the world out of recession. 

And I will be appealing in the last 10 days 
here on the basis of trust. You know, I admit 
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to making mistakes, but I also have kept the 
trust, and so has Barbara Bush. We've been 
good custodians of the people’s house. I think 
character is vitally important, and I’m going 
to appeal on that basis. We've got the pro- 
gram. Here’s our agenda. I think we can get 
that in with new Members of Congress. 

But the Presidency is more than that, and 
I want to finish what we've started. I want 
to lift up these kids and give them hope. 
Here’s a college graduate; it’s not right that 
she’s out there now wondering how she’s 
going to get her first job. Her family has 
struggled to educate her. And I think this 
agenda is the way to get it done and still 
get this fiscal discipiine back in the mix. So 
that will be my appeal as we go right down 
to the wire in the last 10 days. 

Mr. Smith. Will you be glad when it’s 
over? 

The President. Oh, golly, I sure will. It’s 
been the craziest year. With all respect, and 
present company excluded, I’ve never seen 
the media in such—the one I get the biggest 


kick out of—I hold up a bumper sticker that 
says, “Annoy the Media: Reelect Bush.” Peo- 
ple know what it means. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

Mr. Smith. Thank you, Mr. President. 


Note: The question-and-answer session 
began at 7 p.m. at the WWOR-TV studios. 
WWOR-TV anchorman Rolland Smith 
served as moderator for the session. A tape 
was not available for verification of the con- 
tent of this session. 


Remarks on Developments in the 
POW/MIA Situation 


October 23, 1992 


The President. May | start by thanking 
General Vessey and Senator McCain. And 
also, demonstrating the bipartisan nature of 
this effort, I want to thank Senator Kerry for 
being here and Senator Smith, both extraor- 
dinarily active in trying to get to the bottom 
of this matter we want to discuss for a minute 
here. 
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Let me welcome also representatives from 
a group representing a group of brave Ameri- 
cans: the families of those still missing in 
Indo-China. I’ve visited with some of you all, 
but I want to welcome you to the Rose Gar- 
den. I’ve read your letters and listened to 
your stories. It is a powerful mixture of pride 
and fear: proud of your warrior’s service, but 
fearful that you will never know his fate. 

Early in our administration, we told Hanoi 
that we would pursue a policy that left be- 
hind the bitterness of war but not the men 
who fought it. Our approach was called the 
“Road Map.” It was designed to gain the full- 
est possible accounting of MIA’s. It’s been 
a tough road to follow. You see, for all of 
us the POW/MIA issue is a question of 
honor, of oath-sworn commitment kept. It’s 
a Nation’s test of its own worth, measured 
in the life of one lone individual. 

To help gain the fullest possible account- 
ing, I asked General Vessey, a former Chair- 
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, to continue 
to serve as my personal representative to 
Hanoi. He has had, as we all know, man 
years of distinguished service. But of all his 
many missions, he might tell you that this 
is the toughest task he has ever hav 

He’s worked countless hours; he’s traveled 
endless miles, but he’s been persistent and 
steadfast. And under his leadership, policy 
began to work. Hanoi has yielded the re- 
mains of 269 American servicemen. 

We secured the right to go anywhere in 
Vietnam to investigate reports of live Ameri- 
cans. We began excavating battlegrounds of 
Indo-China, searching for the remains of our 
servicemen. In these searches we never 
found anyone alive, but we vowed to follow 
every lead. And then last summer, we got 
our first glimpse of Vietnam’s vast set of war- 
time archives. With proof of the archives’ ex- 
istence in hand, once again I asked General 
Vessey to undertake a mission to Hanoi, and 
called on a man I greatly admire, Senator 
John McCain, himself a former POW, to ac- 
company the General. 

The Vietnamese have tremendous respect 
for Senator McCain, a respect that tran- 
scends country and culture. And because of 
this, as General Vessey just told me, Senator 
McCain was absolutely critical to this mis- 
sion. General Vessey and Senator McCain 
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have just now reported to me and to others 
here on their mission, and I’m pleased to an- 
nounce this morning that our policy has 
achieved a significant, a real breakthrough. 

Hanoi has agreed to provide us with all, 
and I repeat, all, information they have col- 
lected on American POW’s and MIA’s. This 
includes photographs, artifacts, detailed 
records on Americans who fell into Vietnam’s 
hands. 

Hanoi’s records will at last enable us to 
determine the fate of many of our men. And 
we still await the return of their remains, but 
already my representatives have begun to 

rovide answers to families who have waited 
and prayed for decades. It pains me beyond 
words to say we may never know what hap- 
pened to each and every American, but we 
will spare no effort to learn the truth. 

Early in my term as President, we initiated 
worldwide investigations to determine the 
fate of our missing men, not only in Vietnam 
but in all the battles of the cold war. Along 
the way we've had significant help from Sen- 
ator Kerry and Senator Smith who head this 
select POW/MIA committee. And I think we 
all stress this point: This is a bipartisan effort. 
It must transcend partisan politics in every 
way. 

From Russia, we’ve had cooperation with 
President Yeltsin, pledging full cooperation. 
We've begun to learn the fate of Americans 
missing since Stalin’s regime. And North Ko- 
rea’s returned the first American remains in 
over 40 years. 

Today, finally, I am convinced that we can 
begin writing the last chapter of the Vietnam 
war. I want to stress that it is only a begin- 
ning, but it is a significant beginning. It was 
a bitter conflict, but Hanoi knows today that 
we seek only answers without the threat of 
retribution for the past. 

As we cooperate in bringing that painful 
era to a close, Vietnam and the United States 
can begin to look towards the future. And 
to begin that process, we have extended a 
very modest disaster assistance to flood the 
ravaged areas of Vietnam—to those that have 
been hurt the most by the flood. I’ve also 
directed my administration to work with 
Hanoi in developing ways to help identify 
Vietnam’s MIA’s and increase humanitarian 
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assistance to the disabled Vietnamese veter- 
ans of the war. 

Now we will begin reviewing what further 
steps we can take with Hanoi. We appreciate 
what’s been done, and now we are redeter- 
mined to go forward to see what more we 
can do. 

Today is a day of significance for all Ameri- 
cans. It is so because today again we honor 
those who chose to serve and who gave them- 
selves in the supreme measure of devotion 
to their country. We’re honoring them by at 
long last approaching a point where we can 
fully keep faith with their loved ones and 
bring them peace. So I am proud to be stand- 
ing here with four who are making a signifi- 
cant contribution to Americans’ search for 
the full truth. 

Thank you all for coming. And General 
Vessey, my special thanks to you, sir, for once 
again serving your Nation with such distinc- 
tion. 

General Vessey. Thank you, sir. 

The President. Thank you all very much. 


Note: The President spoke at & a.m. in the 
Rose Garden at the White House. A tape was 
not available for verification of the content 
of these remarks. 


Remarks at a Laurel County Rally in 
London, Kentucky 


October 23, 1992 


The President. Thank you, Senator. 
Thank you, Mitch McConnell. And I am so 
proud to be introduced by your Senator, who 
is doing a superb job for this State in Wash- 
ington. If we had more like him they 
wouldn’t be yelling, “Clean House!” or clean 
out the Senate. He is a star, and you're lucky 
to have him up there. Mitch, thank you. 

But I'll tell you what you can do: You can 
improve things for this State and for the Na- 
tion, getting people to think as we do on 
these issues, and send David Williams to the 
Senate, elect him. He can do it. 

As far as my former chairman and great 
friend, Hal Rogers, goes, I know he’s sur- 
rounded in this wonderful part of Kentucky 
by friends. But every once in a while you 
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strike up a strong, personal friendship built 
on respect and, yes, love. And we Bushes feel 
very strongly; Barbara and I feel very strongly 
about Hal Rogers. You must reelect him to 
the United States Congress. 

I want to thank Superintendent Joe 
McKnight and Roger Marcum, the principal, 
for permitting us to have this beautiful rally 
on this beautiful Kentucky day. Pay my re- 
spects to Melda Barton, our national com- 
mitteewoman, Melda Barton Collins; and 
State rep Tom Johnson; and the chairman 
of our campaign, Tom Handy; and our celeb- 
rity guest, the family man from “Family 
Feud,” Ray Combs. 

I still remember my great visit here 4 years 
ago to the town named Bush, Kentucky. And 
I saw the fire department and the Bush Ele- 
mentary School, and I met George Bush, the 
postmaster. This part of Kentucky—you have 
a wonderful way of making somebody feel 
at home. Someone mentioned to me the re- 
sults of the South Laurel High School stu- 
dent referendum, and I understand it went 
pretty well. And let me just say to all of those 
from South Laurel High and North Laurel 
High, you're as smart as you look. 

I also know that just 10 miles down the 
road is where Colonel Sanders started his 
first restaurant. He said something that Gov- 
ernor Clinton ought to learn from; he said, 
“The bucket stops here.” [Laughter] And 
Governor Clinton better understand, if he 
wants to be President of the United States 
you can’t take one side of an issue one day 
and one another. You've got to tell the truth. 

I think the Colonel would have approved 
of our offering for America, our own original 
recipe: ideas, experience, and yes, character. 
I don’t want to ruin this beautiful rally here, 
but I think it is appropriate inasmuch as Gov- 
ernor Clinton and the rest of the liberals have 
been trying to misdefine my record, let me 
tell you about the Arkansas record. They are 
50th in the quality of environmental initia- 
tives; they are 50th in the percentage of 
adults with college degrees; they are 50th in 
per capita spending on criminal justice; 
49th—they’re going up, getting better—in 
per capita spending on police protection; 
48th in percentage of adults with a high 
school diploma; 48th in spending on correc- 
tions; 46th on teachers’ salaries; 45th in the 
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overall well-being of children. And the other 
night, in a debate, Governor Clinton said, 
“Now I want to do for America what I’ve 
done for Arkansas.” We cannot let him do 
that. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. The people of Arkansas, 
and you know it, are good people, and they 
deserve better. And the people of the United 
States better not gamble on this lousy record. 
He’s like the guy on the Little League that 
finished last, then wanting to go up and man- 
age the Braves as they come back. 

Governor Clinton talks about change, 
change, change, change; he used the word 
something like 53 times in a debate. But let’s 
look at what he offers. Change—tax and 
spend is what he’s really talking about. Ar- 
kansas for the eighties lagged the Nation in 
growth. And in 1991, Clinton says we did 
better; we led the Nation. Well, the only way 
to get Arkansas’ economy moving was for 
Governor Clinton to get out of the State. He 
was out of there in ’91, running for President, 
the only time they did better than the na- 
tional average. 

And if you want to get the economy in 
this country moving—and I do, and we've 
got the ways to do it—is to send him back 
to Little Rock and keep him there. 

I don’t believe there’s a person out here 
that works for a living thinking he’s paying 
too little in taxes. And yet, Governor Clinton 
has already proposed $150 billion in new 
taxes and $220 billion in new spending. You 
talk about trickle down, that is trickle-down 
Government. Give the Government your 
wallet, man, and step back and let Washing- 
ton solve the problem. We cannot do that 
to the taxpayer. 

But again, my problem is this pattern of 
being on one side, that he has, and then on 
another. He says he’s going to get it from 
the rich. There are not enough rich people 
around to get all that death he’s talking 
about. So what happens? He comes after you. 
If you drive a cab, work in a coal mine, what- 
ever it is, watch out. Watch your wallet; he’s 
coming right after you. And I’m not going 
to let him do that to the American people. 

Yesterday, or the day before, he admitted 
that he may not be able to pay for his pro- 
grams without taking it from the middle 
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class. And so what does he do? Gives the 
— up and says, well, I’m not going 
to do that. One day he’s for one thing; one 
day for the next. 

The last time we tried this kind of change, 
I would ask you to remember what hap- 
pened. When the Democrats controlled the 
White House—and this same crowd controls 
the Senate and the House that has controlled 
it for 38—58 years—38 years, whatever it 
is—interest rates, do you remember what 
they were? They got to 21.5 percent and in- 
flation was 15 percent. And we do not need 
that kind of change for the United States of 
America. 

With us, interest rates are down and home- 
owners can refinance their mortgages. Infla- 
tion is down and senior citizens are not get- 
ting wiped out by that, the cruelest tax of 
all. We will get it down further by controlling 
the growth of Federal spending and givin 
you a break on your taxes, particularly sm 
business. 

Change, change, change, this Clinton is 
bad enough, but when you throw Gore in— 
you heard what Senator McConnell said— 
you know who’s going to get gored, the peo- 
ple that are working for a living in Kentucky, 
if you go for this carbon tax. I call him Mr. 
Ozone; he’s way up there. We've got to be 
down where the people are, trying to solve 
these problems. You try their formula for 
change and that’s all you're going to have left 
in your pocket, believe me. 

Now, I want to get these taxes down, 
spending under control, and there’s a good 
way to do that. Let me give you a little for- 
mula. Mitch believes it. Hal Rogers believes 
it. We fought for it. And we've got a few 
more good people, good men and women 
from Kentucky joining us there. 

Here’s the way we'll do it. One, we will 
have a een budget amendment that 
makes the President and the Congress get 
this budget in balance in 5 years. Second, 
we'll get them to give us a check-off. If Con- 
gress can’t handle it, let the people do it. 
You can check off 10 percent of your taxes 
to go, must go, no way around it—to reduc- 
ing the Federal deficit. And I want that for 
the taxpayers. And the third idea is to give 
me what 43 Governors have, and if the Con- 
gress can’t do it, give me that line-item veto. 
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And let’s cut out the pork and the waste from 
the Federal budget. 

In this country it’s small business that pro- 
duces the jobs. And that’s why we favored 
investment tax allowance or a capital gains 
reduction or a tax credit for the first-time 
homebuyer so we can stimulate jobs and in- 
vestment and support small business, not do 
as Governor Clinton want to do, manage the 
economy. He calls it investing. The Govern- 
ment cannot invest. It is the people that in- 
vest, and he ought to understand that. 

And health care, he wants a Government 
board again to settle everything. I want to 
provide insurance to the poorest of the poor. 
I want to pool the insurance. I want to give 
vouchers to the poor, tax credit to the more 
affluent. And then we’re going to get these 
insurance costs down by something else; we 
are going to go after those crazy malpractice 
suits that are driving the cost of medicine 
right through the roof. We are suing each 
other too much, and we care for each other 
too little. And we’ve got to change it. We 
need more people in the Congress like Hal 
and Mitch to get that job done. 

You know, everybody in every State is con- 
cerned about crime. Arkansas’ prisoners for 
example, spend 20 percent of their term in 
prison. They get off with serving one-fifth 
of the sentence. Under the Federal program, 
it is 85 percent. You see, I have a different 
theory. I believe we ought to have more sup- 
port for these police officers out here and 
a little less worry about the criminals. 

We had a great meeting, these police guys 
that are out there on the line for us. It’s the 
same in Kentucky as other States. But the 
other day I had a visit from six or eight of 
them in the Oval Office. And that’s a majestic 
office. You meet the world leaders, and you 
see all the people from all across this country. 
But this one was very special. Eight people, 
I believe it was, and they came up to say, 
we are for you for President. They were the 
Fraternal Order of Police from Little Rock, 
Arkansas. And I was very proud to have their 
support. 

So we must back them up. We must win 
this war against crime and drugs with our 
“Weed and Seed” program, backing the law 
enforcement officers and getting tough 
anticrime legislation. 
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But I think the biggest difference as we 
get down to the polls, and the reason I’m 
convinced I will win this election is this: I 
honestly believe that character counts. I be- 
lieve that people look to the President of the 
United States not just in this country but all 
around the world. And I think his c er 


has a lot to do with how they view our coun- 


try. 

The other night Governor Clinton said in 
the debate, “It’s not the character of the 
President,” he said, “it is the character of 
the Presidency.” Wrong. They’re interlocked. 
You've got to treat this Office with respect 
and give it the dignity and the honor it de- 
serves. And you don’t get that there by saying 
one thing one day and changing your posi- 
tion. You look into the eyes of the American 
people and you say, this is what we’re going 
to do. And if you make a mistake, a President 
does what you have to do, you say, hey, I 
was re about that. And I’m going to con- 
tinue to do the American people’s business. 


But you cannot be all things to all people. 


Let me give you some examples. Governor 
Clinton says on free trade one day, “Well, 
I’m for it.” And then he goes to the big 
unions up in Washington, and he says, “Well, 
I’ve got some serious reservations.” On right- 
to-work laws, doesn’t matter if you're for 
them or against them, but you can’t be on 
both sides of it. He says, “Well, I’m for 
them,” in Arkansas. He goes to the unions 
that are up in New Hampshire, and he says, 
“T’m against them.” 


On the Persian Gulf, a very tough decision 
that I had to make to commit somebody 
else’s son, somebody else’s daughter to com- 
bat. I had to make a decision and had to 
lead, and I couldn’t equivocate. And here’s 
what Governor Clinton said. He said, “I 
guess I agreed with the minority,” that’s 
those who wanted to give sanctions a chance, 
“I agree with the minority, but I guess I 
would have voted with the majority.” 


What kind of Commander in Chief can 
waffle and change his position like that? I 
have big differences with him, and I know 
some here might disagree with them. I still 
feel in my heart-of-hearts that when your 
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country is in a war, you don’t go to another 
country and lead demonstrations against your 
country. 


And when you say to the American people, 
I’m going to tell you the full truth on the 
draft, on April 17th, and then they’re silent, 
hoping the issue goes away. I don’t think 
that’s right either. A lot of le opposed 
the war. Some of them said, well, I’m not 
going to even stick around. But they didn’t 
change their story. They weren’t one thing 
one day and then trying to preserve me 
litical viability the next. You cannot waffle. 
You cannot equivocate when you're Presi- 
dent of the United States of America. 


You know, some days in the Oval Office— 
it could be at night in the White House or 
over in the Oval Office in the day—the tele- 
phone rings, and the decisions aren’t always 
easy ones. They’re decisions where principle 
has to be invoked, and where you have to 
say what you think you really believe in your 
heart-of-hearts is right. And that’s why I be- 
lieve, you cannot separate the character of 
the President from the character of the Presi- 
dency. They are one and the same thing. 
They are locked in. 


I will be asking the American people to 
consider that important point. We've got the 
economic program, an agenda for America’s 
renewal. We've got a foreign policy record 
that gives great credit to the United States 
and those who have stood strong. Isn’t it a 
wonderful thing that the young people be- 
hind me today go to bed at night without 
the same fear of nuclear war that many of 


you had? 


International communism is dead. And 
Germany's reunited. And ancient enemies 
are talking to each other in the Middle East. 
And democracy is on the move south of our 
border. Now we must take that same leader- 
ship and with this new Congress—and 
there’s going to be 100, at least 100 new ones 
coming up there—with that new Congress 
we are going to lift this country up. We are 
going to make life better for every single kid 
that is here today. 
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Don’t you believe it when Clinton-Gore 
go around this country saying we are a Nation 
in decline, everything is bad. That is not so. 
Yes, some people are hurting. Our program 
will help them. But we are the United States 
of America. We don’t need a man whose only 
hope to get into office is by criticizing and 
tearing down. I want to build and lift up. 

And I ask for your support. I ask for your 
vote. And may God bless the United States 
of America. Thank you all very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:07 p.m. at 
the South Laurel High School. 


Statement on Signing the Wild Bird 
Conservation Act of 1992 


October 23, 1992 


I am signing into law H.R. 5013, the “Wild 
Bird Conservation Act of 1992.” I take great 
pleasure in signing this Act because it pro- 
motes the conservation of wild exotic birds 
and provides for other measures related to 
fish and wildlife conservation. It also dem- 
onstrates our global leadership in the protec- 
tion and conservation of wildlife. 

Over the past 4 years, my Administration 
has played a strong role in the development 
of a world conservation strategy. The United 
States is a long-standing member of the Con- 
vention on International Trade in Endan- 
gered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 
(CITES). This Act provides an important 
mechanism for the United States to imple- 
ment the decisions and resolutions agreed to 
under CITES. Other nations, including those 
within the European Community, have also 
acted to regulate imports of exotic wild birds 
whose populations may be detrimentally af- 
fected by trade. 

Furthermore, this Act authorizes the Sec- 
retary of the Interior to support the manage- 
ment efforts of other nations in the conserva- 
tion of their wild birds. Funds to assist these 
countries will be made available through the 
Exotic Bird Conservation Fund established 
by this Act. 
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Our action here exemplifies our commit- 
ment to wildlife conservation around the 
world. By strengthening our wildlife import 
policies and by encouraging the wildlife man- 
agement programs of other countries, this 
Act will help to prevent any further decima- 
tion of wild bird populations. 

I commend the bipartisan leadership of 
the House Merchant Marine and Fisheries 
Committee as well as a broad range of 
groups, including conservation organizations, 
importers, scientists, breeders, humane orga- 
nizations, and the pet industry, for working 
with the Administration on this legislation. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
October 23, 1992. 


Note: H.R. 5013, approved October 23, was 
assigned Public Law No. 102-440. 


Statement on Signing Legislation 
Establishing Asian/Pacific American 
Heritage Month 


October 23, 1992 


Today I am signing into law H.R. 5572, 
which designates May of each year as “Asian/ 
Pacific American Heritage Month.” In May 
1990, I was proud to extend Asian Pacific 
American Heritage Week to a full month 
celebration. Therefore, I am pleased to have 
the Congress join me in recognizing the im- 
portant contributions of Asian Pacific Ameri- 
cans and the impact of their distinct and dy- 
namic cultures on our great Nation. 

As President I have witnessed poignant 
and difficult times for Asian Pacific Ameri- 
cans, but I know the tremendous value of 
Asian Pacific Americans to this country. 
Much as others who have come to our shores, 
Asian Pacific Americans came here seeking 
freedom and yearning for the American 
Dream. And like other immigrants, Asian Pa- 
cific Americans are finding it—in the arts, 
in business, in science, in public service— 
across the spectrum of achievement. I am 
pleased to pay tribute to the significant con- 
tributions of Asian Pacific Americans. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
October 23, 1992. 
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Note: H.R. 5572, approved October 23, was 
assigned Public Law No. 102-450. 


Proclamation 6497—National Red 
Ribbon Week for a Drug-Free 
America, 1992 

October 23, 1992 


By the President of the United States 


of America 
A Proclamation 


Through the comprehensive National 
Drug Control Strategy that we launched in 
1989 and through the outstanding coopera- 
tion of Americans from all walks of life, the 
United States has made encouraging 
progress in the fight against illicit drugs. 
Nearly 9 out of 10 major American corpora- 
tions have developed drug prevention pro- 
grams for the workplace, and hundreds of 
communities have formed strong, grass-roots 
coalitions that are helping to get drug dealers 


off the streets while educating young people 
about the importance of leading healthy, 
drug-free life-styles. Together, Americans of 
all ages are saying an emphatic “No!” to 


drugs and to their devastating con- 
sequences—crime, violence, unemployment, 
poverty, broken homes, and abandoned 
dreams. 

Further progress in the fight against drugs 
is essential, and it will continue to require 
the strong personal commitment of each and 
every American. By working together, we can 
eliminate the “drug culture” that has infested 
too many of our communities, breeding a cli- 
mate of fear and intimidation that is depriv- 
ing millions of Americans of their freedom 
to live in peace and security. 

National Red Ribbon Week for a Drug- 
Free America provides an opportunity for all 
Americans to express their commitment to 
the fight against drugs by wearing or display- 
ing a red ribbon. This simple yet highly visi- 
ble symbol identifies the wearer as part of 
a nationwide movement that is determined 
to uphold the right of every American to live 
and work in a drug-free community, to learn 
in a drug-free school, and to travel on drug- 
free streets and highways. 
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The National Federation of Parents for 
Drug-Free Youth, along with many other 
parents’ associations, educators, law enforce- 
ment officials, and other concerned Ameri- 
cans, is leading this campaign to rally our 
communities and to protect our children 
from the deadly trap of dependency on drugs 
and alcohol. In keeping with its goal of en- 
hancing public awareness, the Federation has 
selected the theme, “Neighbors—Drug Free 
and Proud.” Barbara and I are pleased to 
serve as Honorary Chairmen of the National 
Red Ribbon Campaign and urge our fellow 
Americans to join in cooperating with the 
many courageous law enforcement officers, 
parents, educators, and other dedicated indi- 
viduals who are working so hard to stop the 
scourge of drugs. 

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 
467, has designated the week beginning Oc- 
tober 24, 1992, as “National Red Ribbon 
Week for a Drug-Free America” and has re- 
quested the President to issue a proclamation 
in observance of this week. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week beginning October 
24, 1992, as National Red Ribbon Week for 
a Drug-Free America. I urge every American 
to observe this week by wearing or displaying 
the red ribbon as a sign of his or her commit- 
ment to a healthy, drug-free life-style. I also 
encourage all Americans to support commu- 
nity substance abuse prevention programs 
and other lifesaving anti-drug efforts 
throughout the year. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-third day of October, 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
and ninety-two, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and seventeenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
2:16 p.m., October 26, 1992] 


Note: This proclamation will be published in 
the Federal Register on October 28. 
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Points of Light Recognition Program 


The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his com- 
mitment to making community service 
central to the life and work of every Amer- 
ican. 








October 17 


Volunteers of Youth to Youth, of Columbus, 
OH 


October 18 

Myra Arnold, of Shalimar, FL 
October 19 

Doris Frank, of Lake Waukomis, MO 
October 20 


Volunteers of Mobile AIDS Support Services, 
of Mobile, AL 


October 21 

Volunteers of G is We 
Dallas, TX 

October 22 

Andrew Bales, of Des Moines, IA 

October 23 


Volunteers of the Hidenwood Tutoring Team, 
of Newport News, VA 


’s Shelter, of 








Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President's 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the Press 
Secretary and not included elsewhere in this 
issue. 





October 17 

The President declared a major disaster 
exists in the State of Mississippi and ordered 
Federal aid to supplement State and local 
recovery efforts in the area struck by torna- 


does, high winds, hail, and severe storms on 
October 10. 
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October 18 

In the afternoon, the President returned 
to the White House from a weekend stay at 
Camp David, MD. 


October 19 

In the morning, the President met at the 
White House with: 

—James A. Baker III, Chief of Staff to the 

President; 

—the Vice President; James A. Baker III, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff. 

In-the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush traveled to East Lansing, MI, where 
the President toured the site for the Presi- 
dential debate in Wharton Center at Michi- 
gan State University. In the evening after the 
debate, the President and Mrs. Bush traveled 
to Atlanta, GA. 


October 20 

In the morning, the President and Mrs. 
Bush boarded the Spirit of America train at 
Armour Drive train yard for a trip through 
Georgia, South Carolina, and North Caro- 
lina. They stopped at Norcross, GA. In the 
afternoon, the President continued on to 
Gainesville and Cornelia, GA, and 
Spartanburg, SC, where he stayed overnight. 


October 21 

In the morning, the President continued 
on to Gastonia, Kannapolis, Thomasville, 
Burlington, and Raleigh, NC, where he 
stayed overnight. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Huda Bingham Jones, of Kentucky, 
to be a member of the Commission on Presi- 
dential Scholars. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint John H. Harriman, of California, to 
be a public member of the National Advisory 
Council on the Public Service. This is a new 
position. 


October 22 

In the morning, the President held an 
interview with “CBS This Morning” TV in 
the Governor Kerr Scott Building at the 
North Carolina State Fairgrounds in Raleigh, 
NC. The President then traveled to Vineland, 
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NJ. In the afternoon, the President traveled 
to Robbinsville and Ridgewood, NJ. In the 
evening, the President traveled to Secaucus, 
NJ, and then returned to Washington, DC. 


October 23 

In the morning, the President met at the 
White House with retired Army General 
John Vessey. The President then traveled to 
London, KY. 


In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL, where he attended a 
Presidential Trust reception at a private resi- 
dence. He then went to Miami, FL, to the 
Omni International Hotel where he signed 
the Cuban Democracy Act. In the evening, 
after holding an “Ask George Bush” inter- 
view at the WPLG-TV studio in Miami, the 
President traveled to Montgomery, AL. 


The President announced his intention to 
appoint Richard J. Wall, of California, to be 
a member of the Board of Visitors to the U.S. 
Military Academy for a term expiring De- 
cember 30, 1994. He would succeed Rhett 
B. Dawson. 


The President made available emergency 
ee for the Developments of Agri- 
culture, Commerce, Housing and Urban De- 


—. the Interior, and Labor. These 


funds will provide assistance in Florida, Lou- 
isiana, Hawaii, and Guam to victims of Hurri- 
canes Andrew and Iniki and Typhoon Omar. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





Note: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this 
issue. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Release 





The following list contains releases of the Of- 
fice of the Press Secretary that are neither 
printed as items nor covered by entries in 
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the Digest of Other White House Announce- 
ments. 





Released October 19 


Fact sheet: 
President Bush’s record on Hispanic ap- 
pointments 


Released October 21 


Announcement: 

Appointment of Huda Bingham Jones to be 
a member of the Commission on Presidential 
Scholars 


Announcement: 

Nomination of John H. Harriman to be a 
member of the National Advisory Board on 
Public Service 


Released October 23 


Announcement: 

Nomination of Richard J. Wall to be a mem- 
ber of the Board of Visitors to the U.S. Mili- 
tary Academy 


Announcement: 

Emergency appropriations for Departments 
of Agriculture, Commerce, Housing and 
Urban Development, the Interior, and Labor 


Released October 25 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on availability of Vietnamese 
records relating to POW-MIA’s—by Gen. 
John W. Vessey, U.S.A. ret., Presidential Em- 
issary to Hanoi for POW-MIA Affairs, Sen- 
ator John McCain, and Senator John Kerry 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved October 19 


H.R. 4016 / Public Law 102-426 
Community Environmental Response Facili- 
tation Act 
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Approved October 21 


H.R. 3665 / Public Law 102-427 
Little River Canyon National Preserve Act 
of 1992 


H.R. 5237 / Public Law 102-428 
Rural Electrification Administration Im- 
provement Act of 1992 


H.R. 5739 / Public Law 102-429 
Export Enhancement Act of 1992 


Approved October 23 


H.R. 1216 / Public Law 102-430 
Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore Access 
and Enhancement Act 


H.R. 2181 / Public Law 102-431 

To permit the Secretary of the Interior to 
acquire by exchange lands in the Cuyahoga 
National Recreation Area that are owned by 
the State of Ohio 


H.R. 2431 / Public Law 102-432 

To amend the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act 
by designating a segment of the Lower 
Merced River in California as a component 
of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers Sys- 
tem 


H.R. 3118 / Public Law 102-433 

To designate Federal Office Building Num- 
ber 9 located at 1900 E Street, Northwest, 
in the District of Columbia, as the “Theodore 
Roosevelt Federal Building” 


H.R. 3818 / Public Law 102-434 

To designate the building located at 80 North 
Hughey Avenue in Orlando, Florida, as the 
“George C. Young United States Courthouse 
and Federal Building” 


H.R. 4281 / Public Law 102-435 

To designate the Federal building and court- 
house to be constructed at 5th and Ross 
Streets in Santa Ana, California, as the “Ron- 
ald Reagan Federal Building and Court- 


house” 


H.R. 4489 / Public Law 102-436 
To provide for a land exchange with the city 
of Tacoma, Washington 
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H.R. 4539 / Public Law 102-437 

To designate the general mail facility of the 
United States Postal Service in Gulfport, 
Mississippi, as the “Larkin I. Smith General 
Mail Facility” and the building of the United 
States Postal Service in Poplarville, Mis- 
sissippi, as the “Larkin I. Smith Post Office 
Buil . g” 


H.R. 4771 / Public Law 102-438 

To designate the facility under construction 
for use by the United States Postal Service 
at FM 1098 Loop in Prairie View, Texas, as 
the “Esel D. Bell Post Office Building” 


H.R. 4999 / Public Law 102-439 
To authorize additional appropriations for 
implementation of the development plan for 


Pennsylvania Avenue between the Capitol 
and the White House 


H.R. 5013 / Public Law 102-440 

To promote the conservation of wild exotic 
birds, to provide for the Great Lakes Fish 
and Wildlife Tissue Bank, to reauthorize the 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act of 1980, 
to reauthorize the African Elephant Con- 
servation Act, and for other purposes 


H.R. 5122 / Public Law 102-441 
Jicarilla Apache Tribe Water Rights Settle- 
ment Act 


H.R. 5222 / Public Law 102-442 

To designate the Federal building and Unit- 
ed States courthouse located at 204 South 
Main Street in South Bend, Indiana, as the 
“Robert A. Grant Federal Building and Unit- 
ed States Courthouse” 


H.R. 5291 / Public Law 102-443 
To _ for the temporary use of certain 
lands in the city of South Gate, California, 


for elementary school purposes 


H.R. 5328 / Public Law 102-444 

To amend title 35, United States Code, with 
respect to the late payment of maintenance 
fees 


H.R. 5431 / Public Law 102-445 

To designate the Federal building located at 
200 Federal Plaza in Paterson, New Jersey, 
as the “Robert A. Roe Federal Building” 
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H.R. 5432 / Public Law 102-446 

To designate the Federal building and Unit- 
ed States courthouse located at the corner 
of College Avenue and Mountain Street in 
Fayetteville, Arkansas, as the “John Paul 
Hammerschmidt Federal Building and Unit- 
ed States Courthouse” 


H.R. 5453 / Public Law 102-447 

To designate the Central Square facility of 
the United States Postal Service in Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts, as the “Clifton 
Merriman Post Office Building” 


H.R. 5479 / Public Law 102-448 

To designate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 1100 Wythe Street 
in Alexandria, Virginia, as the “Helen Day 
United States Post Office Building” 


H.R. 5491 / Public Law 102-449 

To designate the Department of Veterans Af- 
fairs medical center in Marlin, Texas, as the 
“Thomas T. Connally Department of Veter- 
ans Affairs Medical Center”. 


H.R. 5572 / Public Law 102-450 
To designate May of each year as “Asian/Pa- 
cific American Heritage Month” 


H.R. 5575 / Public Law 102-451 

To authorize certain additional uses of the 
Library of Congress Special Facilities Cen- 
ter, and for other purposes 


H.R. 5602 / Public Law 102-452 
Granting the consent of the Congress to the 
Interstate Rail Passenger Network Compact 


H.R. 5605 / Public Law 102-453 
Cedar River Watershed Land Exchange Act 
of 1992 


H.R.5751 / Public Law 102-454 

To provide for the distribution within the 
United States of certain materials prepared 
by the United States Information Agency 


H.R. 5831 / Public Law 102-455 

To designate the Federal Building located at 
Main and Church Streets in Victoria, Texas, 
as the “Martin Luther King, Jr. Federal 
Building” 


2069 


H.R. 6000 / Public Law 102-456 

To redesignate Springer Mountain National 
Recreation Area as “Ed Jenkins National 
Recreation Area” 


H.R. 6049 / Public Law 102-457 
Congressional Award Act Amendments of 
1992 


H.R. 6072 / Public Law 102-458 
To direct expedited negotiated settlement of 
the land rights of the Kenai Natives Associa- 
tion, Inc., under section 14(h)(3) of the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act, by di- 
recting land acquisition and exchange nego- 
tiations by the Secretary of the Interior and 
certain Alaska Native corporations involving 
lands and interests in lands held by the Unit- 
ed States and such corporations 


H.R. 6165 / Public Law 102-459 

To amend certain provisions of law relating 
to establishment, in the District of Columbia 
or its environs, of a memorial to honor Thom- 
as Paine 


H.R. 6179 / Public Law 102-460 
To amend the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act 


H.R. 6184 / Public Law 102-461 

To amend the National Trails System Act to 
designate the American Discovery Trail for 
study to determine the feasibility and desir- 
ability of its designation as a national trail 


H.J. Res. 353 / Public Law 102-462 
Designating the week beginning January 3, 
1993, as “Braille Literacy Week” 


H.J. Res. 399 / Public Law 102-463 
Designating the week beginning November 
1, as “National Medical Staff Services Aware- 
ness Week” 


H.J. Res. 457 / Public Law 102-464 
Designating January 16, 1993, as “Religious 
Freedom Day” 


H.J. Res. 467 / Public Law 102-465 
Designating October 24, through November 
1, as “National Red Ribbon Week for a 
Drug-Free America” 
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H.J. Res. 471 / Public Law 102-466 
Designating October 14, as “National Occu- 
pational Therapy Day” 


H.J. Res. 484 / Public Law 102-467 
Designating the week beginning February 
14, 1993, “National Visiting Nurse Associa- 
tion Week” 


H.J. Res. 489 / Public Law 102-468 
Designating February 21, 1993, through 
February 27, 1993, as “American Wine Ap- 
preciation Week”, and for other purposes 


H.J. Res. 500 / Public Law 102-469 
Designating March 1993 as “Irish-American 
Heritage Month” 


H.J. Res. 520 / Public Law 102-470 
To designate the month of October 1992 as 
“Country Music Month” 


H.J. Res. 523 / Public Law 102-471 
Designating October 8, as “National Fire- 
fighters Day” 


H.J. Res. 529 / Public Law 102-472 
Supporting the planting of 500 redwood trees 
from California in Spain in commemoration 
of the quincentenary of the voyage of Chris- 
topher Columbus and designating the trees 
as a gift to the people of Spain 


H.J. Res. 543 / Public Law 102-473 
Designating November 30, through Decem- 
ber 6, as “National Education First Week” 


H.J. Res. 547 / Public Law 102-474 
Designating May 2, 1993, through May 8, 
1993, as “National Walking Week” 


H.J. Res. 563 / Public Law 102-475 
Providing for the convening of the first ses- 
sion of the One Hundred Third Congress 


§. 1146 / Public Law 102-476 
Scientific and Advanced-Technology Act of 
1992 
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S. 1530 / Public Law 102-477 
Indian Employment, Training and Related 
Services Demonstration Act of 1992 


S. 2625 / Public Law 102-478 

To designate the United States courthouse 
being constructed at 400 Cooper Street in 
Camden, New Jersey, as the “Mitchell H. 
Cohen United States Courthouse” 


S. 2661 / Public Law 102-479 

To authorize the striking of a medal com- 
memorating the 250th anniversary of the 
founding of the American Philosophical Soci- 
ety and the birth of Thomas Jefferson. 


S. 2834 / Public Law 102-480 

To designate the United States Post Office 
Building located at 100 Main Street, 
Millsboro, Delaware, as the “John J. Williams 
Post Office Building” 


S.J. Res. 166 / Public Law 102-481 


Designating the week of October 4 through 
10, as “National Customer Service Week” 


S.J. Res. 218 / Public Law 102-482 
Designating the calendar year, 1993, as the 
“Year of American Craft: A Celebration of 
the Creative Work of the Hand” 


S.J. Res. 252 / Public Law 102-483 
Designating the week of April 18 through 24, 
1993, as “National Credit Education Week” 


Approved October 23 


H.R. 5006 / Public Law 102-484 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis- 
cal Year 1993 


H.R. 6050 / Public Law 102-485 


Depository Institutions Disaster Relief Act of 
1992 
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